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SAD to contest Assembly 
elections in Haryana 

CHANDIGARH 

The BJP's ally, the Shiromani 
Akali Dal, on Tuesday 
declared that it would 
contest the upcoming 
Assembly elections in 
Haryana. A meeting of the 
core committee of the party 
presided by SAD chief 
Sukhbir Singh Badalalso 
passed a resolution saying 
regional languages serve as 
an inalienable symbol of the 
rich multicultural character 
of India's federal and 
democratic polity. 
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United Left 
sweeps JNUSU 
elections 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Celebrations were delayed 
but not muted at Jawahar- 
lal Nehru University on 
Tuesday evening as the un¬ 
ited front of Left student 
groups - AISA, SFI, AISF 
and DSF- swept all four 
central panel posts in the 
JNUSU polls. 

The election committee 
that conducted the stu¬ 
dents’ union elections de¬ 
clared the results after the 
Delhi High Court granted it 
permission to do so earlier 
in the day. 

Aishe Ghosh of the Stu¬ 
dents’ Federation of India, 
who contested under the 
broader united Left panel, 
was declared the presi¬ 
dent. 

She defeated Manish 
Jangid of the ABVP by bag¬ 
ging 2,313 votes. Jangid got 
1,128 votes. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGES 


Govt, to peg MGNREGA wages to 
inflation in bid to hike incomes 

Stimulus measure to link pay to consumer price index with annual revision 


Kickstarting rural demand 

The government aims to revise wages of MGNREGA workers 
to address the slowdown in the rural economy 

■ MGNREGA wages will be linked to an 
updated inflation index 

■ Higher wages will increase MGNREGA 
expenditure by 10% 

■ They may also increase purchasing 
power and revive rural demand 

■ MGNREGA budgetary allocation for 
FY20:f 60,000 crore 

■ Funds released till Sept. 17: ?46,486 cr. 

■ Additional funds requested: 

?15,000-20,000 crore 



PRISC ILLA JEBARAJ 

NEW DELHI 

Staring at a slump in de¬ 
mand and a slowdown in the 
rural economy, the Centre 
plans to inject more money 
into the UPA’s flagship Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi National Ru¬ 
ral Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA) scheme by 
linking wages under the Act 
to an updated inflation in¬ 
dex, which will be revised 
annually. 

It hopes this will increase 
wages, thus increasing pur¬ 
chasing power and reviving 
rural demand. 

However, some econo¬ 
mists question whether link¬ 
ing wage rates to a better in¬ 
flation index will be 
sufficient, given that 
MGNREGA workers are paid 
much lower than market 
rates. 

The national average wage 
of an MGNREGA worker is 
?178.44 per day, less than 


half of the 1375 per day mini¬ 
mum wage recommended 
by a Labour Ministry panel 
earlier this year. 

Update of indices 

In the first week of Septem¬ 
ber, the Ministry of Statistics 
and Programme Implemen¬ 
tation and the Labour Bu¬ 
reau informed the Rural De¬ 


velopment Ministry that 
they had begun work to up¬ 
date the consumer price in¬ 
dices for rural areas (CPI-R) 
and agricultural labourers 
(CPI-AL) respectively. 

“This has been a long- 
pending demand, but the 
case may be stronger now... 
This is one of the demand- 
side interventions that the 


government is carrying out 
in light of the current scena¬ 
rio in the rural economy,” 
said a senior official of the 
Rural Development Ministry, 
referencing the current 
slowdown. 

Changed patterns 

“The consumption basket of 
CPI-AL [which determines 
MGNREGA wage revisions] 
has not been updated for 
more than three decades, 
and rural consumption pat¬ 
terns have changed drasti¬ 
cally in that time,” said the 
official. Food items make up 
more than two-thirds of the 
CPI-AL consumption basket, 
but rural workers today 
spend a much smaller per¬ 
centage of their money on 
subsidised food, and an in¬ 
creasingly larger amount on 
health, education and tran¬ 
sport costs. 

CONTINUED ON ► PAGE 12 


Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
unhurt as suicide blasts kill 48 



Deadly attack: A policeman at the site of a suicide attack 
in Parwan province of Afghanistan on Tuesday, -ap 


Attacks come 
days before 
presidential poll 

REUT ERS 

KABUL 

Taliban suicide bombers 
killed 48 people in two sepa¬ 
rate attacks in Afghanistan 
on Tuesday, the deadliest 
taking place near an election 
rally by President Ashraf 
Ghani, who escaped unhurt. 

The attacks happened 11 
days before the presidential 
election, which Taliban 
commanders have vowed to 
disrupt, and follow the col¬ 
lapsed talks between the 
U.S. and the insurgent 
group. 

Gathering targeted 

Mr. Ghani, who is seeking a 
second five-year term in the 
September 28 election, was 
due to address a rally at Cha- 
rikar, the capital of Parwan 
province, when a bomber at¬ 


tacked the gathering. The 
blast killed 26 people and 
wounded 42, said Nasrat Ra- 
himi, spokesman for the In¬ 
terior Ministry. 

In the other incident, a 
man on foot blew himself up 
in the centre of the capital 
Kabul. Twenty-two people 
were killed, and 38 were 
wounded, the Ministry said. 

In a statement claiming 
responsibility for the blasts. 


Taliban spokesman Zabihul- 
lah Mujahid said the attack 
near Mr. Ghani’s rally was 
aimed at disrupting the elec¬ 
tion. 

“We have already warned 
people not to attend election 
rallies. If they suffer any loss, 
that is their own responsibil¬ 
ity,” it said. 

TALIBAN WARNS OF MORE 
VIOLENCE ►PAGE 14 


No relief for 
West Bengal 
Addl. DGP 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA/NEW DELHI 

A court in West Bengal’s 
North 24 Parganas district 
on Tuesday rejected the 
anticipatory bail plea of se¬ 
nior IPS officer and Addi¬ 
tional Director General of 
Police (CID) Rajeev Kumar. 
“The matter is not main¬ 
tainable here,” district 
judge at Barasat Court Md. 
Shabbar Rashidi said, after 
hearing lawyers represent¬ 
ing Mr. Kumar and the Cen¬ 
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI). 

Counsel for the CBI op¬ 
posed Mr. Kumar’s plea 
and appealed to the court 
to issue an arrest warrant 
against him. 

The court said the cases 
pertaining to the appeal 
had originated from the 
Alipore district court, 
where the chargesheets 
were filed. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Welling up 



Sit-in protest: Sardar Sarovar dam oustees staging a protest, under the banner of Medha 
Patkar-led Narmada Bachao Andolan, on the 69th birthday of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
by blocking the Kasravad bridge across the Narmada on Tuesday, -special arrangement 


U.S., India keen to 
wrap up trade deal 

Ironing out issues ahead of Modi visit 


Stocks slip 
on oil; Sensex 
declines 1.7% 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 


TCA S HARAD RAGHAVAN 

NEW DELHI 

In the run-up to the meeting 
in Houston between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump, it appears that both 
countries are frantically 
working on ways to resolve 
long-disputed trade issues, 
especially relating to medi¬ 
cal devices, agriculture, and 
e-commerce. 

It is learnt that U.S. Am¬ 
bassador to India Kenneth I. 
Juster held a meeting with 
Commerce Minister Piyush 
Goyal on Tuesday on these 
issues. 

Presentation for Goyal 

Mr. Juster was also present 
at a two-and-a-half-hour re¬ 
presentation made by U.S. 
medical device manufactur¬ 
ing and pharmaceutical 
companies to Mr. Goyal. 

External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar, at a press con¬ 
ference, said the India-U.S. 
relationship “is in very good 



U.S. Ambassador Kenneth 
I. Juster met Piyush Goyal 
on Tuesday. 


health” and trade problems 
are normal. 

The U.S. government’s 
demands, on behalf of its 
pharmaceutical companies, 
are for India to remove the 
price caps on medical devic¬ 
es, especially on bioabsor- 
bable stents for the heart 
and the knee. Mr. Trump 
will visit Mr. Modi at the 
‘Howdy Modi’ event in 
Houston for Indian-Ameri- 
cans on September 22. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Concerns over the surge in 
crude oil prices and its im¬ 
pact on the economy kept 
equity investors on tenter¬ 
hooks for a second straight 
session on Tuesday, with 
benchmark indices extend¬ 
ing their slide. 

The 30-stock BSE Sen- 
sex lost 642.22 points, or 

I. 7%, to close at 36,481.09, 
dragged down by auto and 
bank stocks that were 
among the biggest losers. 
The shares of all but three 
of the 30 companies de¬ 
clined. Hero MotoCorp was 
the worst performer, skid¬ 
ding 6.2%, followed by Ta¬ 
ta Motors, which lost 5.1%. 

The 50-share Nifty fell 
below the psychological 

II, 000-mark to close at 
10,817.60, down 185.90 
points, or 1.69%. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
'SAUDI ATTACKS STAGED 
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Ayodhya hearing: SC delves into motifs 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Lotus carvings on Kasauti 
pillars, figurines, Garuda 
flanked by two lions and a 
Dwarapal are not typical fea¬ 
tures of a mosque, the Su¬ 


preme Court confronted the 
Muslim side in the Ayodhya 
hearing on Tuesday. 

The questions from the 
Constitution Bench led by 
Chief Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi were based on archi¬ 


tectural features and photo¬ 
graphs of materials believed 
to be unearthed from the Ba- 
bri Masjid- Ramjanmabhumi 
site. 

DETAILS ON ►PAGE 12 


In a setback to BSP, all six MLAs 
join the Congress in Rajasthan 

They were earlier supporting the ruling party from outside 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

In a major setback to the Ba- 
hujan Samaj Party (BSP), all 
its six MLAs in Rajasthan 
joined the ruling Congress on 
Tuesday. 

Now, the Congress’s tally 
in the 200-member Assembly 
has gone up to 106. 

The merger came as a 
boost to the Congress ahead 
of the municipal elections in 
November. 

The BSP MLAs, who were 
in touch with Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot for several 
days, handed over a letter in¬ 
forming Speaker C.P. Joshi of 
their legislature party’s merg¬ 
er with the Congress. Mr. 
Joshi accepted the letter and 
allowed the merger. 

The MLAs were earlier 
supporting the Congress 
from outside after the party 
won 100 seats and its ally, the 
Rashtriya Lok Dal, won one 
seat. One of them, Rajendra 
Gudha ((Udaipurwati), said 
they had taken the decision 
to ensure the “stability of the 
government” and work for 
the development of the State. 
The other 5 MLAs are Jogen- 




f k 2^ 


Chief Minister Ashok Gehiot 

dra Singh Awana (Nadbai), 
Wajib Ali (Nagar), Lalchan 
Singh (Karauli), Sandeep Ya- 
dav (Tijara) and Deepchand 
(Kishangarh Bas). 

A betrayal: Mayawati 

BSP supremo Mayawati 
called the merger a betrayal 
of the BSP movement and ac¬ 
cused the “untrustworthy” 
Congress of being anti-SC, an- 
ti-ST and anti-OBC. 

Rajasthan Chief Minister 
Ashok Gehlot said the six BSP 
MLAs had merged with the 
Congress on their own. 

Reacting to the criticism 
by Ms. Mayawati, Mr. Gehlot 
said the Congress had not 
managed the defection in any 
way. “Mayawati Ji’s reaction is 
natural... but it is a conscious 



decision of the BSP MLAs in 
the interest of the State and 
the electorate.” 

On the sidelines of a func¬ 
tion here, he said, “She 
should realise that her party 
is neither in government nor 
do they have a possibility to 
form a government in Rajas¬ 
than.” There was “no horse¬ 
trading” and the MLAs had 
taken a unanimous decision 
for the sake of political stabil¬ 
ity, so that “we can work to¬ 
gether for the development 
of the State”. 

The defection will not in¬ 
cur any disqualification be¬ 
cause all the BSP MLAs have 
switched over to the Con¬ 
gress. 

There has been specula¬ 
tion that the BJP was trying to 
lure the BSP and Indepen¬ 
dent MLAs in a bid to repeat a 
Karnataka-type upheaval in 
Rajasthan. 

Mr. Gehlot said he was told 
that the BJP was offering up 
to ?25 crore each to the As¬ 
sembly members. “From 
where the BJP is getting so 
much money? They can go to 
any extent for their game 
plans.” 



Mob makes four undergo 
‘Bangladeshi test’ in Assam 

They are not illegal immigrants: police 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

A mob allegedly made four 
persons undergo a ‘Bangla¬ 
deshi test’ in Balcsa district 
of Assam, and handed 
them over to the police af¬ 
ter questioning their citi¬ 
zenship status. 

The four, all Muslims, 
were returning from Guwa- 
hati to Suwagpur on Sep¬ 
tember 13 in a pick-up truck 
with building materials. 
Some 50 local people alleg¬ 
edly stopped the vehicle at 
night and demanded proof 
of their inclusion in the Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens 
(NRC). 

No ‘convincing’ replies 

When the four failed to give 
“convincing” replies, the 
mob handed them over to 
the Goreswar police sta¬ 
tion, 60 km north of Guwa- 
hati. The police identified 
them as Sahid Miya and his 
wife Bimala Begum of Bak- 
sa district, Lalbor Ali of Bar- 
peta and Abdul Qayum of 
Morigaon. 

H. Goswami, officer in 
charge of the station, said 
the people suspected them 
to be Bangladeshis. “Upon 



Over 19 Lakh people have 
been excluded from the NRC 
in Assam. 


verification, we found that 
they were not illegal immi¬ 
grants,” he said. 

There have been reports 
of mobs questioning “sus¬ 
pected foreigners” in the 
districts of eastern Assam 
such as Dibrugarh and Tin- 
sukia. 

Some NGOs in the neigh¬ 
bouring States have upped 
the ante against the NRC-ex- 
cluded people believed to 
be sneaking in. 

In Meghalaya, over 230 
people from Assam have 
been turned back at check¬ 
points or told to leave work¬ 
sites. 
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IN BRIEF 


Wanted criminal nabbed 
in Greater Noida 

NOIDA 

A man wanted in multiple 
cases of murder and robbery 
was arrested in Greater Noida 
on Tuesday by the Special 
Task Force (STF) of the Uttar 
Pradesh Police, an officer 
said. Ajit Singh, 45, was held 
around 12 midnight by the 
Noida field unit of the STF 
along with the local police in 
Beta II area following a 
tip-off, the officers said. 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 
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Sanjey Puri 
appointed 
grievance 
panel member 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal on Tuesday appointed 
Sanjey Puri, an eminent so¬ 
cial and environmental ac¬ 
tivist, as member of the Pu¬ 
blic Grievance Commission 
of the Delhi government. 

According to the state¬ 
ment, Mr. Puri was Chair¬ 
man, municipal corpora¬ 
tion, West Zone, and 
municipal councillor from 
Janakpuri. Mr. Puri is 
“fondly known as the ar¬ 
chitect of new property 
calculation system known 
as Unit Area Method 
[UAM]”, the government 
said. 

The UAM was intro¬ 
duced in 2004 in Delhi and 
Mr. Puri was the only elect¬ 
ed representative in the 
hardship and anomaly 
committee. 


DELHI TODAY 


Talk: Seminar on "China's New FDI 
Law: A Mixed Bag For Foreign In¬ 
vestors" by Santosh Pai, Partner at 
Link Legal at Seminar Room, Insti¬ 
tute of Chinese Studies (ICS), Civil 
Lines, 3 p.m. 

Talk: "Radical Ecological Demo¬ 
cracy: Towards a Sustainable and 
Equitable Future" a talk by Ashish 
Kothari, founding member of 
Kalpavriksh. Chair: Prof.Ashis Nandy 
at Seminar Rooms - I, II & III, 
Kamaladevi Complex, India Interna¬ 
tional Centre (IIC), 6.30 p.m. 

Exhibition: "My Journey", a solo 
paintings exhibition by Sabia, at 
Visual Arts Gallery, India Habitat 
Centre (IHC), 11a.m.-7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Close Your Eyes And", 
a group paintings exhibition by 
artists Arunava Mondal, Avijit 
Mukherjee, Katayun Saklat and Asis 
Kumar Sanyal at Open Palm Court 
Gallery, IHC, 11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Rumination of An Un¬ 
fettered Mind", a solo show by Laxmi 
Gupta at Triveni Gallery, Triveni Kala 
Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Lucid", an amalgama¬ 
tion of two series of works by photo¬ 
grapher Abhishek Basu at Art 
Explore, 23 Lakeside, Hauz Khas Vil¬ 
lage, 11 a.m.- 6 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiothehindu.co.in) 


Eye on Assembly polls, AAP to 
launch Dalit outreach programme 

Party leaders to visit Dalit colonies to promote schemes of the Delhi govt. 


In full swing 


NIKH IL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
will launch a Dalit outreach 
programme under which se¬ 
nior leaders would travel to 
Dalit colonies in the city. 
This comes as the party 
gears up for the Assembly 
elections in February 2020, 
sources said. 

The programme will be 
launched within a week and 
will cover over 5,500 Dalit 
bastis. 

Works done by party 

“During the visits, we will 
hold meetings and tell peo¬ 
ple what we have done for 
the Dalits and compare it 
with other States and the 
Central government,” a se¬ 
nior AAP leader said. 

“The leaders will talk 
about free entrance coach¬ 
ing scheme for Scheduled 
Caste students, arrange¬ 
ments made during birth an¬ 
niversaries of icons like B.R. 
Ambedkar and Valmiki, and 
others schemes for Dalits,” 
the leader added. 

The demolition of Ravidas 
temple in the city by the Del¬ 
hi Development Authority, 
which is under the ambit of 
Central government, will al¬ 
so be raised during the 
visits. 

AAP leaders like SC, ST 
Welfare Minister Rajendra 
Pal Gautam and other MLAs 
from Dalit community will 
lead the programme. 

This is the fourth public 
outreach programme the 


Q 


The leaders will 
talk about free 
entrance coaching 
scheme for 
Scheduled Caste 
students, 
arrangements 
made during birth 
anniversaries of 
icons like B.R. 
Ambedkar and 
Valmiki, and others 
schemes for Dalits 

AAPLEADER 

party has launched after its 
drubbing defeat in the Lok 
Sabha election in Delhi in 
May. 

The party had lost all se¬ 
ven seats it contested and 
finished third in five of the 
seven seats. 

Public connect 

Later, a survey done by the 
party, which showed that 
they need to increase the 
connect with people, ac¬ 
cording to sources. 

In June, the AAP had 
launched ‘Aapka Vidhayalc 
Aapke Dwar’, under which 
AAP MLAs visit different 
areas in their constituen¬ 
cies. In September, ‘Jan 
Samvaad Yatra’ and ‘I Love 
Kejriwal’ campaign were 
launched. 

Though the Delhi As¬ 
sembly election is due in Fe¬ 
bruary 2020, there have 
been rumours that it could 
be held earlier. 

But it has been denied by 
the Election Commission. 


BJP acted like Babur, 
says AAP leader 

Party to hold rally over temple demolition 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

AAP MP Sanjay Singh on 
Tuesday said that BJP acted 
like Mughal dynasty’s foun¬ 
der Babur and demolished a 
temple of Ravidas in the ci¬ 
ty. The AAP would protest 
against the demolition on 
September 21 along with 
other organisations 

Addressing a press confe¬ 
rence at the party head¬ 
quarters, Mr. Singh said, 
“On one side you say Babur 
demolished the Ram tem¬ 
ple, today, the BJP, by de¬ 
molishing Ravidas temple, 
you have also acted like Ba¬ 
bur.” 

On August 10, the temple 
was demolished by the Del¬ 
hi Development Authority 
following a Supreme Court. 
Later, thousands of Dalits 
protested in the Capital 
against the demolition, 
which turned violent. 

‘Don’t do politics’ 

AAP Social Welfare Minister 
Rajendra Pal Gautam said 
that there should be no pol¬ 
itics on the issue. 

“Nearly 96 people who 
protested against the demo¬ 
lition of the temple are still 
in jail and they have not 


BJP leaders celebrate Modi’s birthday 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The BJP on Tuesday cele¬ 
brated Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi’s birthday 
across its 14 districts and 
280 mandals here. 

Senior party leaders from 
the Capital began the cele¬ 
brations with a photo exhi¬ 
bition on Mr. Modi’s politi¬ 
cal journey which was 
inaugurated by Union Minis¬ 
ter Hardeep Puri, Delhi in¬ 
charge Shyam Jaju and Delhi 
BJP president Manoj Tiwari 
followed by a community 
feeding session at its Delhi 
headquarters. 

Union Minister V.K. Singh 
and former Delhi BJP presi¬ 
dent Vijay Goel organised a 
camp where 1,000 kg of 
sweets were distributed in 
exchange for plastic items 
such as used bottles in a 
joint bid to both commemo¬ 
rate the Prime Minister’s 
birthday as well as take his 
anti-plastic campaign to the 
streets of Old Delhi. 

Meanwhile, Chief Minis- 



Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari and party workers come 
together to celebrate PM's birthday, -special arrangement 


ter Arvind Kejriwal also 
joined in extending birthday 
greetings to Mr. Modi on 
Twitter where he said, 
“Happy birthday to Hon’ble 
PM Shri @narendramodi ji. 
We wish him a long and 
healthy life.” 

While Mr. Tiwari distri¬ 
buted a laddoo cake to at¬ 
tendees at India Gate, form¬ 
er Mayor of the North Delhi 
Municipal Corporation and 
Councillor Adesh Gupta 
took the opportunity to ce¬ 
lebrate the Prime Minister’s 
birthday and the withdra¬ 


wal of Article 370 from Jam 1 
mu and Kashmir by cutting 
a cake that weighed 370 kg, 
in west Patel Nagar. 

‘Work tirelessly’ 

“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi has made India proud. 
He has been given the high¬ 
est civil award by most of 
the countries. Every Indian 
is proud of such a Prime Mi¬ 
nister. We should take inspi¬ 
ration from him and dis¬ 
charge our duties by 
working tirelessly 24/7,” Mr. 
Jaju said. 


CORRIGENDUM NOTICE 

Subject: Tender No. OP2/09/19-20-Design, Supply, 
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of 
Engineer Auditing System with 0.2s and 0.5s, 
AMR compatible, DLMS compliant 11 KV and 66 
KV Three Phase 4 Wire H.T. Metres along with 
GPRS/GSM enabled modem at EHV Sub Station. 

The subject cited tender due to be opened on dated i.e. 
17.09.2019 at 15.00 Hrs. is hereby extended upto 25.09.2019 
at 14.00 Hrs. with opening date i.e. 26.09.2019 at 15.00 Hrs. 
due to some administrative reason. 


DA/- 


Executive Engineer, 
Electricity (OP) Division No.2 
Chandigarh, U.T. 


SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED PERSON 


General public is here by informed 
that this person namely Harish 
Kumar Gupta S/o Late Sh. Radha 
Ram Gupta R/o KC-52C, Phase-1, 
Ashok Vihar, Delhi Age : 36 years, 
Height : 58", Face : Long, 
Complexion : Sallow, Build : 
Strong, wearing grey colour shirt, 
blue colour jeans and black 
colour shoes in feet, has been 
missing/ kidnapped since 
30.08.2019. In this regard DD No. 52-A dated 30.08.2019 
has been lodged at P.S. Ashok Vihar, Delhi. 

Any person having any information or clue about this 
missing/kidnapped person may kindly inform to the 
following:- 



Harish Kr. Gupta 


E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in 
Website: http://cbi.nic.in 
Fax: 24368639, 

Tel.: 24368638/24368641 


SHO : 

P.S. Ashok Vihar, Delhi 
Tel. No. : 011-27242917, 
27243066 


SJVN Limited 

(A Joint Venture of Govt, of India & Govt, of H.P.) 

A ‘Mini Ratna’ & Schedule ‘A’ PSU 
_ CIN No. L40101HP1988GQI008409 _ 

NATH PA JHAKTI POWER STATION 


CORRIGENDUM-1 

The last date of uploading, downloading and opening of e-tender No. 
PCD-2565 for the work “Construction of School Building in 
Temporary Colony at N JHPS, Nathpa” is hereby Extended as under: 
Last date & time of downloading of bids : 26.09.19 upto 12:00 hrs. (1ST) 
Last date & time of uploading of duly filled bids: 27.09.19 upto 13:00 hrs. (1ST) 
Date & time of opening of bids : on 27.09.2019 at 14:00 hrs. (1ST). 
All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged, except for 
changes made in Amendment-1. 

Note: For Amendment-1 in the tender please visit www.sjvn.nic.in, 
https://sjvn.abcprocure.com & www.eprocure.gov.in. 

Further, Amendment (s) if any, shall be issued on above websites only. 

For and on behalf of SJVN Foundation. 

Dy. General Manager, (P&C) Deptt. 

NJHPS, Jhakri. 


SAVE ENERGY FOR BENEFIT OF SELF & NATION 


PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE 
APPEARANCE OF PERSON ACCUSED 


See Section 82 Cr. PC 

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused 
person namely (1) Ajay Gupta S/o Daya Chand, (2) Abhay 
Gupta S/o Ajay Gupta, R/o 2502, Gali No. 7, 8 Gurudwara 
Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi and H.No. 2, Tagore Park, Near 
Model Town, Delhi, has committed (or is suspected to have 
committed) the Offence FIR No. 107/19 u/s 406/34 IPC at 
PS. Karol Bagh, Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant 
of arrest themeupon issued that the said (1) Ajay Gupta & 
(2) Abhay Gupta cannot be found and whereas it has been 
to shown to my satisfaction that the said (1) Ajay Gupta & (2) 
Abhay Gupta has absconded (or is concealing themselves 
to avoid the service of the said warrant). Proclamation u/s 
82 CrPC is hereby made that the said (1) Ajay Gupta & (2) 
Abhay Gupta accused of FIR No. 107/19 u/s 406/34 IPC is 
required to appear before this court to answer the said 

complaint on or before 31.10.2019. „ ^ , 

By Order 

DP/6570/CD/19- gh. Fahad Uddin 

(Court Matter) Metropolitan Magistrate (Central Distt.) 
Room No. 180, 1st Floor, Tis Hazari Court, Delhi 


been granted bail. The pol¬ 
ice should investigate based 
on records and punish peo¬ 
ple who have done wrong 
and not innocent people,” 
Mr. Gautam said. 

“I request [Hardeep] Puri 
ji and Central government 
and DDA not to do politics 
on the issue. DDA should 
send a proposal to Delhi go¬ 
vernment so that we can 
send it to Central govern¬ 
ment to de notify the forest 
land so that temple can be 
build there,” he added. 

The AAP MP said that he 
will also write a letter on be¬ 
half of the three AAP mem¬ 
bers in Rajya Sabha, asking 
for an appointment with Mr. 
Puri. 

“The DDA broke the tem¬ 
ple which it hurt the senti¬ 
ments of crores of people. 
CM Arvind Kejriwal and So¬ 
cial Welfare Minister Rajen¬ 
dra Pal Gautam wrote a let¬ 
ter to the PM on the matter. 
He was repeatedly request¬ 
ed to direct the DDA to allot 
land for the construction of 
the temple. The Chief Minis¬ 
ter also wrote a letter to Un¬ 
ion Urban Minister Hardeep 
Puri on 11 September. He 
has not replied till today,” 
Mr. Singh said. 



Preparation under way at the Red Fort ground ahead of Ramlila celebration on Tuesday. 

■SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 


Activists debate on Article 341, 
urge Centre for quota benefits 

They want Dalit Muslims to be categorised as Scheduled Castes 


SHEIK H SAQIB 

NEW DELHI 

A group of Muslim activists 
came together at Laxmi Na- 
gar’s Gurdwara for a debate 
on Article 370 and Article 
341. 

The debate was organ¬ 
ised by All India United 
Muslims Morcha which said 
it has been working for the 
weaker sections of the mi¬ 
nority community since 
1994. Among the partici¬ 
pants were Morcha’s nation¬ 
al vice-president Kamal 


Ashraf, national spokesper¬ 
son Hafiz Ghulam Sarwer, 
general secratary Moham¬ 
mad Riyazuddin, Imam Fa- 
tuma Masjid, Murtaza All- 
Hussaini and others. 

The idea behind such de¬ 
bates, they said, was to 
spread awareness among 
the Muslim population 
about the controversy sur¬ 
rounding Article 341 and 
make pleas to Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi to cate¬ 
gorise Dalit Muslims among 
Schedule Castes in order to 


allow them to get benefits of 
the country’s reservation 
policy. 

Md. Reyazuddin, the na¬ 
tional general secretary of 
the morcha, said that ac¬ 
commodation of Dalit Mus¬ 
lims on a par with Hindu, 
Sikhs and Buddhist in the 
Scheduled Castes category 
is the most burning issue at 
present. 

“Our Prime Minister 
should give us a chance to 
embrace him with all our 
heart,” he said. 


Refresher course for Delhi police officers 

Personnel attend sessions every week; learn how to win people’s trust 


HEMANIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

Correct methods of saluting, 
how to win people’s confi¬ 
dence, how to refresh me¬ 
mory in court, how to han¬ 
dle aggressive behaviour, 
how to clean and maintain a 
pistol, and anger manage¬ 
ment are among a few mo¬ 
dules of the syllabus that is 
being taught to Delhi police 
officers in a refresher course 
every week. 

Delhi Police Commission¬ 
er Amulya Patnaik, during 
the crime review meeting 
about a month ago, had di¬ 
rected all 14 districts to con¬ 
duct the course for lower le¬ 
vel subordinates. 

In the seven-day refresher 
course, the officers - consta¬ 
bles and head constables - 
attend classes from 7 a.m. to 
6.30 p.m. The classes are ta¬ 
ken by retired and serving 
police officers. 

The syllabus, accessed by 
The Hindu, states that the of¬ 
ficers, on Day 1, are taught 
correct methods of saluting 
with or without arms at diffe¬ 
rent places; cleanliness and 
maintenance of police sta¬ 
tions; beat policing which in¬ 
cludes, tenant verification, 
meeting senior citizens and 
Resident Welfare Associa- 



Police officers attend the seven-day refresher course in the 

City. ■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


tion members. 

On Day 2, the officers are 
primarily taught how to im¬ 
prove police department’s 
image and public perception 
which includes how to be¬ 
have with complainants and 
how to win their trust. They 
are also taught how to pro¬ 
duce to evidence in courts 
and refresh memory and al¬ 
so how to produce an ac¬ 
cused in the court - a ses¬ 
sion taken by a public 
prosecutor. 

Speaking classes 

On Day 3, a communication 
unit officer takes classes on 
public speaking and basic 
English language along with 


etiquettes; especially how to 
speak to non-Hindi speaking 
complainants. The next day, 
officers are taught important 
sections of the Indian Penal 
Code and the Criminal Pro¬ 
cedure Code. 

The second half of the day 
is about handling and main¬ 
taining a revolver/pistol and 
also how to handle aggres¬ 
sive law violators with mini¬ 
mum use of force. 

Towards the end of the 
week, the officers are in¬ 
formed and trained on pre¬ 
venting sexual harassment at 
workplace. Most important¬ 
ly, the officers are told about 
anger and stress manage¬ 
ment techniques, including 


how to control reaction in a 
volatile situation. They are 
taught how to deal with wo¬ 
men victim of dowry, sexual 
harassment, molestation 
and rape cases. 

Corrupt practices 

Officers, on the sixth day, 
learn about how to avoid 
bringing a bad name to the 
security agency, for in¬ 
stance, prevention of cor¬ 
rupt practices and their 
consequences. 

A test is then conducted in 
the second half followed by 
checking and the day ends 
with a one-hour “games” 
class. 

Success so far 

The classes which were 
rolled out in the East district 
two weeks ago have been a 
success so far, a senior police 
officer said. “Every week, a 
new batch of about 60 offic¬ 
ers is called for training; 
about five-six officers from 
every police station,” the of¬ 
ficer said. 

Talking about how the 
classes are being received by 
officers, the senior officer 
said that during feedback, 
the officers said that the 
course has increased their 
confidence. 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 

At PTTRT ir nFPARTMFlVT 


123965, 225735, Email- hp-ham@nic.in 

NVITATION FOR BID (IFB) 

•cle, FIPPWD Flamirpur HP on behalf of Governor of H.P. re-invites the item 
/stem from the eligible class of contractors registered with HPPWD for the 

I 

The Superintending Engineer, 8 th Cii 
rate bids, in electronic tendering s) 
works as detailed in the table. 

Sr. 

No. 

Name of work 

Estimated 

Cost 

Starting 
Date for 
downloa¬ 
ding Bid 

Earnest 

Money 

Cost of 
bid form 

Deadline 

for 

submission 
of Bid. 

Date of 
opening of 
Technical 
Bid 

1. 

Up-gradation of Panjot to Dharyara 
road km. 0/0 to 4/500 Package No. 
HP-03-136 i/cfive year 
maintenance. (World Bank for 2018- 

1,91,72,505.00 

25.09.2019 
at 6:00 PM 

3,83,000.00 

5000.00 

09.10.2019 
at 5:00 PM 

10.10.2019 
at 11:30 AM 

■19 Batch-1 RRP-II 

1) 

2. 

Up-gradation of Hukkal to Chhatter 
road km. 0/0 to 13/0 including 

6,70,80,929.00 

25.09.2019 
at 6:00 PM 

13,41,700.00 

5000.00 

09.10.2019 
at 5:00 PM 

10.10.2019 
at 11:30 AM 

luuuiie iiiciiiiieiidiioe iui live yecuo 

in between km. 0/0 to 13/0 Under PMGSY Package No. HP-08-417 (World Bank for 2018-19 Batch-1 RRP-II) 

3. 

Up-gradation of Longni to sajao 
road (L-056) road km. 0/0 to 5/0 

2,86,06,991.00 

25.09.2019 
at 6:00 PM 

5,72,200.00 

5000.00 

09.10.2019 
at 5:00 PM 

10.10.2019 
at 11:30 AM 

ii igiuuii iy iuuuiic 11 icin iici icmuc iui 

five years in between km. 0/0 to 5/0 Under PMGSY Package No. HP-08-422. (World Bank for 2018-19 Batch-1 RRP-II) 

4. 

C/o Sidhpurto Drahal Road km. 0/0 
to 5/810 under PMGSY Package 

3,82,10,481.00 

25.09.2019 
at 6:00 PM 

7,65,000.00 

5000.00 

09.10.2019 
at 5:00 PM 

10.10.2019 
at 11:30 AM 

No. HP-08-367 World Bank RRP-II 2018-19. 

5. 

C/o Link road to Village Dhalon to 
Brehal road Km 0/0 to 8/400 under 

4,44,43,256.00 

25.09.2019 
at 6:00 PM 

8,89,000.00 

5000.00 

09.10.2019 
at 5:00 PM 

10.10.2019 
at 11:30 AM 

PMGSY Package No. HP-08-370 world Bank RRP-II Batch-1 

6. 

Upgradation of Parchu to Sajao km. 
0/0 to 5/0 (L-060) including routine 

2,81,09,134.00 

25.09.2019 
at 6:00 PM 

5,63,000.00 

5000.00 

09.10.2019 
at 5:00 PM 

10.10.2019 
at 11:30 AM 

iiiemiiGiiemue iui live yeaia in mil 

0/0 to 5/0) Package No. HP-08-421 (Under PMGSY). (World Bank for 2018-19 Batch-1 RRP-II) 

The bidders are advised to note other details of tenders from the department website: 

www.omasvtenders.aov.in. Sd/- 

Superintending Engineer, 
8 th Circle, HPPWD, Flamirpur 
Pin. 177001 

hp / 2099 / 19-20 on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh 




■ / 


Operating Branch 
E-OPEN TENDER 

The Divisional Railway Manager 
(Operating), West Central Railway^ 
Jabalpur, for and on behalf of the 
President ot India, invites applications 
on prescribed tender form for ths 
following wort ihrough IREPS 
system- NIT No.; J8P/T/204/ 
Veh.jTender JKE-KYCE/2019, Dated 
13 09.2019 Name of work wllh 
location: Hiring of one NON-AC 
road v#hlcle h Bolero/Camper/Tata 
Sumo for 1 years for reliving or 
spare staff (Driver-Guard) from 
station to siding and back at JKF- 
KYCE station/siding end any other 
points as per administration 
requirement to be used 24 Hrs for 
transportation of Craw with line 
bos. Approx, cost of the wort- ? 
27.27.469.60, Cost of tender form: 7 
3,0007-. Address of the office from 
where the tender form can be 
purchased: DPM(Optg.) Office/ 
Jabalpur Earnest Money: ? 54.600/-. 
Completion Period: 24 Months (730 
days) Date & Time for submission 
of tender (upto 15.00 Hrs.}: 
09.10.2019. Date & Time for 
opening of tender (at 15.30 Hrs.): 

09.10.2019 Complete details of 
tender notice are available on the 
Railway website www.lrtps.gov.rn 
complete tend er form filled on (REPS 
parlal only. 


airai is RranntT 138 q? 
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CITY 3 


IN BRIEF 


Man found dead at 
Dwarka residence 

NEW DELHI 

A 32-year-old man was found 
dead at his residence in 
Dwarka north area in the early 
hours of Tuesday. No note 
was recovered, the police 
said. Family members have 
allegedly told the police that 
he was upset over not getting 
a job and had been 
unemployed for a long time. 
Inquest proceedings have 
been initiated, the police said. 

Minor held for thrashing, 
robbing senior citizen 

NEW DELHI 

A minor was apprehended for 
allegedly thrashing, confining 
and robbing a 60-year-old 
woman in south Delhi's 
Maidan Garhi on Monday 
night, the police said. They 
said that the accused along 
with his accomplice entered 
the woman's house on 
pretext of renting a room. 

The accused were known to 
the woman's husband who 
died a few months ago, the 
police said. The accused fled 
the house leaving the woman 
unconscious. The victim's 
neighbour informed the 
police. 


United Left sweeps JNUSU elections 

Results announced after HC’s permission; SFI’s Aishe Ghosh elected president 


POLL POSITION 


Aishe Ghosh (Left) 
Manish Jangid (ABVP) 
Jitendra Suna (BAPSA) 


VICE-PRESIDENT 


Saket Moon (Left) 
Shruti Agnihotri (ABVP) 
Rishiraj Yadav (CRJD) 


GENERAL SECRETARY 


Satish Yadav (Left) 
Sabareesh P.A. (ABVP) 
Waseem R.S. (BAPSA) 


JOINT SECRETARY 


Mohammad Danish (Left) 
Sumanta Sahu (ABVP) 



Newly elected JNUSU leaders take out a victory march on the 
campus on Tuesday night, -shiv kumar pushpakar 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Celebrations were delayed 
but not muted at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University on Tues¬ 
day evening as the united 
front of Left students groups 
swept all four central panel 
posts in the JNUSU polls. 

The election committee 
that conducted the JNU stu¬ 
dents’ union elections de¬ 
clared the results after the 
Delhi High Court granted it 
permission to do so earlier in 
the day. The results of the 
election, held on September 
6, were not declared as per 
schedule on September 8 as 
the High Court was to hear 
two petitions regarding the 
polls on Tuesday. The court 
disposed of both the 
petitions. 

Thumping majority 

Keeping with the trends an¬ 
nounced by the election 
committee earlier, Aishe 
Ghosh of the Students’ Fed¬ 


eration of India, who con¬ 
tested under the broader un¬ 
ited Left panel, was declared 
the president of the JNUSU. 

Ms. Ghosh won 2,313 
votes, while the runner-up, 
Manish Jangid from the Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP), secured 1,128 votes. 


Jitendra Suna from Birsa Am- 
bedlcar Phule Students’ As¬ 
sociation (BAPSA) came 
third with 1,121 votes. The 
Chhatra RJD’s presidential 
candidate Priyanka Bharti 
got 156 votes, while Ragha- 
vendra Mishra, an Indepen¬ 
dent candidate, contesting 


the post polled 53 votes. For 
the post of vice-president, 
united Left panel’s Saket 
Moon secured 3,365 votes, 
while Shruti Agnihotri from 
ABVP came second with 
1,335 votes. 

Satish Yadav from the un¬ 
ited Left panel won the gen¬ 


eral secretary post with 2,518 
votes, followed by Sabareesh 
P.A. from ABVP with 1,355 
votes. For the joint secretary 
post, united Left panel’s Mo¬ 
hammad Danish secured 
3,295 votes, while Sumanta 
Kumar Sahu from ABVP 
polled 1,508 votes. 

Last year too, the united 
Left panel had won all four 
central panel posts. Students 
supporting the united Left 
panel, comprising the SFI, 
All India Students’ Associa¬ 
tion, All India Students’ Fed¬ 
eration and the Democratic 
Students’ Federation, took 
out a victory march across 
the campus after the results 
were announced. 

The new JNUSU leaders 
congratulated the university 
students for their victory in 
the High Court and praised 
the JNUSU election commit¬ 
tee for standing up to 
“threats” from the adminis¬ 
tration and conducting a fair 
election. 


Two men post photos 
with weapons, arrested 

They used to extort money from people 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Two men were arrested 
from Sagarpur in the Capi¬ 
tal after they posted their 
photos and videos bran¬ 
dishing sophisticated wea¬ 
pons on various social me¬ 
dia sites to threaten their 
targets and extort money, 
the police said on Tuesday. 

On September 6, Pra- 
teelc Chhabra (31) and Nik- 
hil Chauhan (20) posted a 
birthday celebration video 
on social media in which 
they were seen cutting a 
cake with a pistol wrapped 
in plastic and serving it on 
the weapon. Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Police (South- 
West) Devender Arya said. 

He said the duo used to 
get their photos clicked 
and videos recorded while 
brandishing weapons and 
post them on various sites 


The two men had 
W posted a birthday 
celebration video on 
social media in 
which they were 
seen cutting a cake 
with a pistol 
wrapped in plastic 
and serving it on the 
weapon 

DEVENDERARYA 
DCP (South-West) 

to threaten their targets 
for extortion. They were 
arrested from Nagar Van 
Park in Sagarpur. Two pis¬ 
tols and cartridges were 
recovered from their pos¬ 
session, the police said. 

Chhabra has been in¬ 
volved in seven cases and 
used to be assisted by 
Chauhan, they said. Chha¬ 
bra has been declared a 
proclaimed offender by Ja- 
gatpuri police station. 


Businessman shot dead 
outside his house 

Victim had a scuffle with assailants: police 


Rapid Metro hearing adjourned 

HC to take up matter today; RMGL to continue operations 


Woman raped by two in 
Sunlight Colony park 

‘Victim found in semi-conscious state’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 44-year-old businessman 
was shot dead by two motor¬ 
cycle-borne men outside his 
house in north-east Delhi’s 
Jyoti Nagar area on Monday 
night. Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (North East) Ved 
Prakash Surya said the vic¬ 
tim has been identified as Ra- 
jul Gupta, who ran an elec¬ 
tronics showroom a few 
metres away from his house. 

The police said they re¬ 
ceived a PCR call from a priv¬ 
ate hospital around 11.30 
p.m. about a man being 
brought there with a gunshot 
injury on his back and that 
he was declared dead. The 
victim’s family members told 


the police that he was shot in 
front of his house by two 
men riding a motorbike. 

Further investigation re¬ 
vealed that Mr. Gupta was re¬ 
turning home on his scooty 
when he had a scuffle with 
two men who allegedly shot 
him and fled. “The reason 
behind the scuffle is not 
known yet. The family mem¬ 
bers have claimed that the 
victim used to wear a gold 
chain which is missing,” Mr. 
Surya said. 

The police have registered 
a case under Section 302 
(punishment for murder) of 
the IPC, but based on the de¬ 
tails shared by the family, 
they have added Section 392 
(punishment for robbery). 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The Punjab and Haryana 
High Court on Tuesday ad¬ 
journed the hearing on Gu- 
rugram’s Rapid Metro and 
fixed the matter for Septem¬ 
ber 18. The Rapid MetroRail 
Gurgaon Limited (RMGL) 
will continue to operate and 
manage the service till 
Wednesday. 

The petitioners - Haryana 
Mass Rapid Transport Cor¬ 
poration Limited (HMRTCL) 
and Haryana Shehri Vikas 
Pradhikaran (HSVP) - sub¬ 
mitted before the Division 
Bench of the court that an 
agreement with Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC) has 
been signed for the opera¬ 
tions of the Rapid Metro. 

“We have signed an agree¬ 


ment with the DMRC. We are 
ready to takeover the opera¬ 
tions and maintenance of Ra¬ 
pid Metro, but we need assis¬ 
tance of the court so that the 
process of taking and hand¬ 
ing over is carried out 
smoothly. We don't want the 
operations of the metro to 
suffer in the takeover pro¬ 
cess,” said senior advocate 
Chetan Mittal, appearing for 
HMRTCL. 

Hearing today 

Mr. Mittal told reporters that 
the case has been fixed for 
next hearing on September 
18. “The RMGL will continue 
to operate and manage the 
metro till then,” he said. 

Mr. Mittal said that as peti¬ 
tioner they submitted before 
the court that the payment of 


debt amount for transfer has 
to be settled, which should 
be audited by a government 
agency. “The respondents 
during the hearing said that 
they are ready to continue 
operations unless the debt is 
finalised,” said Mr. Mittal. 

The HMRTCL and HSVP 
had approached the High 
Court challenging the validi¬ 
ty of the termination notice 
and sought the court’s direc¬ 
tions on continuity of the 
metro by RMGL and Rapid 
MetroRail Gurgaon South Li¬ 
mited [RMGSL], the two spe¬ 
cial purpose vehicles floated 
by IL&FS for the project. The 
IL&FS is facing bankruptcy 
proceedings in the National 
Company Law Appellate Tri¬ 
bunal, putting the metro ser¬ 
vice at risk of closure. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 20-year-old woman was 
allegedly raped by two men 
in a park in south-east Del¬ 
hi’s Sunlight Colony on Sun¬ 
day night, the police said on 
Tuesday. The police have re¬ 
gistered a case but no ar¬ 
rests have been made so far. 

A senior police officer 
said that the victim was 
found in a semi-conscious 
state in a park near Sarai 
Kale Khan by passersby who 
had come for a walk on 
Monday morning. When the 
police reached the spot, the 
victim was rushed to AIIMS 
Trauma Centre where she is 
undergoing treatment. Ex¬ 
ternal injuries were found 


on her body, sources said. 

During investigation, it 
has been revealed that the 
woman, a beggar who used 
to sleep on the footpath 
near Sarai Kale Khan, was 
on her usual spot when the 
two accused came and of¬ 
fered her food. They alleg¬ 
edly took her inside the 
park where they took turns 
to rape her and fled the 
spot. 

The police said the victim 
appears to be mentally unfit 
and she is being counselled. 

The two accused also re¬ 
side nearby and are suspect¬ 
ed to be ragpickers, sources 
said. Teams have been 
formed to nab the two, the 
officer said. 


‘Wanted to 
stay away 
from court’ 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Days after an eight-month- 
old boy was found dead in 
Netaji Subhash University 
of Technology, the parents 
allegedly told police that 
he was hit by a staffer’s car. 

A police officer said that 
the victim’s parents told 
the police on Monday that 
the child was hit by lab as¬ 
sistant R.K. Gupta’s car. 
The victim’s parents had 
initially stated that the 
child fell from a height. 
“When asked why they 
lied, they said that they 
didn’t want to go through 
court proceedings,” the of¬ 
ficer said. On September 
13, the boy was found with 
a head injury. 



SINCE 1977 




AGAA'-N 


Across generations, whether it is filming a story or telling the story of a brand, while the narrative changed, the need to 
connect emotionally did not. So, just as the magic that tugs emotionally in a film endured, in brand-building, the core 
brand values of staying relevant and engaging with the consumer has remained sacrosanct. 


cii 




◄BRi ND SUMMITS 


Building Brands across generations 


. A TO Z of X, Y. Z Gen. 


SEP 20 - 21,2019 - CR0WNE PLAZA - CHENNAI 


Delegate Fee per participant (Inclusive of GST) 

For Members of CII, AAAI, INS, IAA, ISA, IBF, 

Ad Club Madras: INR 7,500/- 

For Non Members: INR 10,000/- 

For Academic Institutions / Students: INR 4,720 


Come, listen to experts from across the world speak about everything that went into building of brands 
for the X, Y and Z Generations. 

Mr Srinivasan Swamy Chairman CII Brand Summit, CMD R KSWAMY BBDO, Mr Sanjay Jayavarthanavelu Chairman CII Southern Region, 
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CM allowed to withdraw 
plea in defamation case 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi HC allowed CM 
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday to 
withdraw his plea seeking to 
quash the summons issued in 
a defamation complaint 
against him by BJP leader 
Vijender Gupta, pti 

Sex rackets in spas: DCW 
summons civic body chiefs 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Commission for 
Women (DCW) on Tuesday 
summoned civic body 
commissioners over the 
alleged operation of sex 
rackets in spas across the 
national capital. In its notice 
to the commissioners of the 
three civic bodies, the 
women's commission has 
sought information pertaining 
to inspections carried out by 
the municipal corporations at 
the spas. 


Man who went looking for 
peace brought back home 

He was traced to Uttarakhand following a missing complaint 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 52-year-old man’s ‘search 
for peace’ was cut short 
when his wife lodged a mis¬ 
sing complaint and he was 
traced by the police to Utta¬ 
rakhand only to be brought 
back to Delhi. 

DCP (North West) Vijayan- 
ta Arya said that Gautam 
Gupta, a resident of Pitam- 
pura, had gone to Uttarak¬ 
hand and was brought back 
to Delhi on Sunday. 

Police said that on Sep¬ 
tember 11, Mr. Gupta’s wife 
approached them and said 
that he had been missing and 
had left his mobile phone at 
home. 

During investigation, the 
police analysed the CCTV 
footage of the locality and 
found that Mr. Gupta had 
gone to Kohat Enclave metro 



Gautam Gupta after being 
brought back to city. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

station. On scanning the 
CCTV footage at the metro 
station, he was seen board¬ 
ing a train going to Ghazia- 
bad at 9.10 a.m., they said. 

Further, it was found that 
that he deboarded the metro 
at Kashmiri Gate station and 
entered the ISBT at 9.47 a.m. 
In one of the CCTV footages, 
he was spotted at the area 
from where buses going to¬ 


wards Uttarakhand were 
parked. 

“The police team and fa¬ 
mily members then left for 
Haridwar and checked the 
CCTV footages. He was again 
seen on Haridwar bus 
stand,” Ms. Arya said. 

During inquiry, it was 
found that he was staying at 
a hotel in Haridwar but when 
the police reached there, he 
had already left. “However, 
officers continued analysing 
the CCTV footage of all entry 
and exit points. It was later 
found that he had reached 
Rishikesh on foot and was fi¬ 
nally traced to a hotel on 
Sunday,” the officer said ad¬ 
ding that he was safely 
brought to Delhi. 

In his statement to the 
police, he allegedly said that 
he went to Haridwar on his 
own will in search of peace. 


Man coaxes 
another to take 
exam on his 
behalf, held 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 22-year-old man has 
been arrested for allegedly 
making another person sit 
for an examination con¬ 
ducted for the post of mul¬ 
ti-tasking staff for the Rail¬ 
ways on his behalf, the 
police said on Tuesday. 

The accused has been 
identified as Shailesh Ku¬ 
mar, a resident of Bihar’s 
Gaya district, they said. 

Police said that on Mon¬ 
day Shailesh came to the 
Dedicated Freight Corri¬ 
dors Corporation India Li¬ 
mited, Ministry of Railway 
office at Pragati Maidan for 
biometric examination and 
it did not match his profile. 
When questioned, he dis¬ 
closed that he made one 
Roshan Kumar take the ex¬ 
amination on his behalf 
and promised him ?5 lakh 
if he clear the test. 


Families of 8 slain policemen 
to get 21 crore solatium each 

Decision taken at a meeting headed by Deputy CM 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party go¬ 
vernment on Tuesday decid¬ 
ed to extend an ex-gratia of 
tl crore each to the families 
of eight Delhi policemen 
who lost their lives on duty. 

The decision, according 
to a statement issued by the 
Delhi government, was ta¬ 
ken at a meeting held at the 
Delhi secretariat headed by 
Deputy Chief Minister Man- 
ish Sisodia and a team of Mi¬ 
nisters. . 

Among the beneficiaries, 
the statement said further, 
are the families of eight poli¬ 
cemen: ASIs Vijay Singh, Jee- 
tender and Mahavir Singh, 
head constables Guljhari Lai 
and Raj Pal Singh Kasana, SI 
Khajan Singh, ASI (Exe.) 
Dharambir Singh and con¬ 
stable Amarpal. 

“Mr. Sisodia directed the 


officers to immediately go 
ahead with the ex-gratia pay¬ 
ment,” the statement said. 

According to the state¬ 
ment, Vijay Singh, ASI, was 
performing duties of PSO of 
Bhupender Singh on the or¬ 
ders of High Court. While ac¬ 
companying Bhupender 
Singh on April 30, 2019, a 
few miscreants came on a 
motorcycle and opened fire 
at them, following which he 
succumbed to injuries. 

Jeetender Singh, ASI, was 
on traffic duty on November 
13, 2018, when he stopped a 
vehicle violating traffic 
rules. The driver tried to run 
over him, he held on to the 
handle of the speeding vehi¬ 
cle and finally fell down and 
succumbed to injuries. 

Mahavir Singh, ASI, was 
on drunken drive checking 
duty on July 12, 2018, when 
he tried to stop a car. The car 


rammed into barricades and 
eventually hit him. Guljhari 
Lai, head constable, was on 
night picket duty at Dwarka 
underpass on January 7, 
2019 when a speeding car hit 
him. 

Rajpal Singh Kasana, 
head constable, was chasing 
an illegal arms supplier on 
January 14, 2019, when a car 
hit his motorcycle and he 
succumbed injuries. Khajan 
Singh, SI, was visiting Jhajjar 
in search of missing children 
on October 20, 2017, where 
he died in a road accident. 

Dharambir Singh, ASI, on 
October 20, 2017, was col¬ 
lecting sensitive information 
about some gang members 
when he met with a road ac¬ 
cident. Amarpal, constable, 
was travelling on December 
21,2017, to investigate a case 
when he met with an acci¬ 
dent. 


DDA gives approval to Transit 
Oriented Development policy 

Change in mode of allotment of land was also approved 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) on Tuesday 
approved the Transit-Orient¬ 
ed Development (TOD) poli¬ 
cy that aims at focusing on 
development around or 
along a transit node or corri¬ 
dor to facilitate complete 
ease of access to the transit 
facilitates. 

The policy was approved 
in an authority meeting 
chaired by Lieutenant-Go¬ 
vernor Anil Baijal who is also 
the DDA chairman. 

“TOD consists of a variety 
of high-density, mixed-use, 
mixed-income buildings 
within a short distance of ra¬ 
pid public transport net¬ 
work set in a public realm 
that encourages more peo¬ 
ple to use public transport,” 
the urban body said in a 
statement. 

Under the policy, residen¬ 
tial, commercial, civic or in¬ 
stitutional establishments 
are proposed to be located 


in close proximity to allow 
the local community to ac¬ 
cess facilities like plazas, 
shared parks and public 
transport. The policy will 
enable to walk, cycle and 
use public transportation ov¬ 
er personal modes of tran¬ 
sport, officials said. 

“TOD policy would open 
up development opportuni¬ 
ty to the private sector to 
bring in investment into the 
city building, its growth and 
revenue and also help cross- 
subsidise social amenities, 
affordable housing and pu¬ 
blic transport, using a varie¬ 
ty of possible financial deve¬ 
lopment models,” the 
land-owning agency said. 

Other approvals 

In the meeting, the change 
in mode of allotment of so- 
cio-cultural and religious ca¬ 
tegory lands from direct al¬ 
lotment to auction mode, 
was also approved. 

“To participate in the auc¬ 
tion under socio-cultural ca¬ 


tegory, any organisation 
should be running a reputed 
socio-cultural institution for 
the last five years. Similar ex¬ 
perience is required to be 
qualified under the religious 
category,” the DDA said. 

While the maximum size 
of plot under the socio-cul¬ 
tural category will be 1,000 
square metre, for the reli¬ 
gious category it is 400 
square metre. 

Following approval from 
the authority, the proposals 
will be sent to the Union Mi¬ 
nistry of Urban and Housing 
Affairs, for amendments to 
relevant rules. 

Change of land use to pro¬ 
vide land for colleges and 
universities to create an in¬ 
stitutional hub at Narela was 
also approved at the meet¬ 
ing. The authority also ap¬ 
proved concessions for allot¬ 
tees of various housing 
schemes launched by the 
DDA, for those who have ap¬ 
plied under the Persons with 
Disabilities (PwD) category. 



Sun and shadows 


A mirage appears over Rajpath on a hot and humid Tuesday. ■ prashant soni 


NGT to launch 
e-court to help 
petitioners 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

In a bid to facilitate peti¬ 
tioners from across the 
country to file their respec¬ 
tive pleas online, the Na¬ 
tional Green Tribunal 
(NGT) will launch an e- 
court on Wednesday, said 
an official. A statement is¬ 
sued by the green panel 
said, “With a view to facili¬ 
tate access remedy before 
the NGT, it is hereby clari¬ 
fied that any petition can al¬ 
so be hied and received on¬ 
line on the NGT portal at 
the Principal Bench a Re¬ 
gional Benches concerned.” 

“Such e-hling need not 
be from the place where the 
seat of the Bench is located 
and can be from any place 
at the convenience of the 
aggrieved party. The matter 
will be dealt with by the 
Bench concerned as per 
[relevant] rules,” he said. 

The tribunal, in its state¬ 
ment also clarified that it 
will deal with the respective 
pleas even if the petitioner 
does not appear in person 
or through a counsel. 


Soon, coaching for IAS 
aspirants in Urdu 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Deputy Chief Minister Man- 
ish Sisodia on Tuesday an¬ 
nounced that the Urdu Aca¬ 
demy would coach IAS 
aspirants in Urdu subjects as 
well as provide study mate¬ 
rial available in English and 
Hindi translated to Urdu. He 
said that the move would be 
a step towards making Urdu 
a means to develop careers 
of the youth. 

Mr. Sisodia made the an¬ 
nouncement at a function 
organised by the Urdu Aca¬ 
demy while interacting with 
toppers in Urdu from va¬ 
rious universities across 
Delhi. The students in¬ 
formed the Minister that 
several students did not take 
up Urdu as there was lack of 
study material in their col¬ 
leges and that there were 
not many career prospects 
for those who had taken up 
the language during higher 
studies. 

“Urdu Academy should 
start providing coaching to 
interested students. Study 
material in Urdu will soon 



Manish Sisodia 


be accessible to students 
who want to write their pap¬ 
ers in the medium. In the 
way English and Hindi are 
treated as the standard lan¬ 
guage of teaching and study, 
Urdu will also be treated on 
par with them,” Mr. Sisodia 
said. 

Meanwhile, at another 
event held at Delhi Secreta¬ 
riat, Mr. Sisodia interacted 
with 140 entrepreneurs to 
discuss Delhi’s Entrepre¬ 
neurship Mindset Curricu¬ 
lum and how the govern¬ 
ment envisioned that it 
would meet the challenge of 
contributing to India’s eco¬ 
nomy and transforming it 
into a job creator economy. 


DMC slashes security amount 
for running public toilets 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

NGOs, Market and Resident 
Welfare Associations in 
South Delhi will soon be 
able to take up the upkeep 
and maintenance of public 
toilets by submitting a se¬ 
curity amount of just 
£20,000 compared to 
lakh earlier. A proposal to 



this effect was passed in the 
SDMC’s standing committee 
on Monday. 

While a policy to run toi¬ 
lets on a Public Private Part¬ 
nership (PPP) basis had al¬ 
ready been in effect since 
2013, SDMC officials said 
that there was not enough 
interest shown by such par¬ 
ties. 



Jal board, civic body told to look into 
operation of illegal water filling plants 

NGT asks them to take action, furnish action taken report 


Missed call campaign on Kherki 
toll plaza, Dwarka e-way launched 

Association claims it received 3,752 missed calls in 2 days 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

DXP Welfare Association 
which represents home- 
buyers in new sectors along 
the Dwarka Expressway has 
kicked-off a “Missed Call” 
campaign to garner support 
for their long-pending de¬ 
mands seeking shifting of the 
Kherki Daula toll plaza and 
to expedite the construction 
of the highway. 

The association’s general 
secretary Pradip Rahi 
claimed that 3,752 missed 
calls were received on the 
mobile number 9697981197 
in less than 48 hours after 
the launch of the campaign 
on Sunday. He said the asso¬ 


ciation would put hoardings 
along the highway seeking 
support for the campaign 
and a Public Interest Litiga¬ 
tion would also be filed on 
the matter incorporating the 
number of calls received to 
show the extent of problem. 

DXP Welfare Association 
president Yashesh Yadav 
said that they were following 
up the matter with all auth¬ 
orities concerned for the last 
three years but it seemed 
that the BJP governments at 
the State and the Centre 
didn’t want to hear public 
grievances at all. He added 
that the campaign was 
launched to emphasise as to 
how many residents were ac¬ 


tually affected from Kherki 
Daula toll plaza and the de¬ 
lay in completion of Dwarka 
Expressway. 

Mr. Yadav said the resi¬ 
dents of the new sectors 
along the Dwarka Express¬ 
way were forced to wait for 
long at the toll and the vehi¬ 
cles standing at the toll also 
contributed to the air pollu¬ 
tion in the area. He added 
that it was not just the resi¬ 
dents of the new sectors, but 
the Gurugram residents 
working in IMT Manesar as 
well. 

More than 70,000 people 
are residing in 50-odd socie¬ 
ties in the new sectors along 
the expressway. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea alleging op¬ 
eration of illegal water filling 
plants near Kashmere Gate, 
the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed the Delhi 
Jal Board and the North Del¬ 
hi Municipal Corporation to 
take appropriate steps and 
furnish an action taken re¬ 
port on the same. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel directed: “Let 
the Delhi Jal Board and 
North Delhi Municipal Cor¬ 
poration look into the mat¬ 
ter, take appropriate action 
in accordance with law and 
furnish a factual and action 
taken report to this tribunal 



within one month.” 

Nodal agency 

The Bench in its order speci¬ 
fied that the north civic body 
will be the nodal agency for 
coordination and com¬ 
pliance of the orders of the 
tribunal. 


The directions came 
when petitioner Rakesh Ku¬ 
mar approached the green 
panel alleging operation of 
illegal water filling plants 
near Kashmere Gate and the 
Sadar Bazar area. It was al¬ 
leged that the units are oper¬ 
ating without requisite li¬ 
censes and that residents 
were being supplied con¬ 
taminated water. 

While directing authori¬ 
ties to take action, the green 
panel added, “Needless to 
say that the order of the NGT 
is binding as a decree of 
court and non-compliance is 
actionable by way of puni¬ 
tive action, including prose¬ 
cution, in terms of the NGT 
Act, 2010.” 


Missing elephant was kept 100 metres from DCP (East) office 

Residents of IP Extension say jumbo was there for 15 days; police deny knowledge of its presence and say the search is on 


NIKH IL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

Barely 100 metres from the 
office of Deputy Commission¬ 
er of Police (East), an ele¬ 
phant wandered a field near 
IP Extension even as a nation¬ 
wide alert was sounded for 
the jumbo “missing” since 

July. 

On Tuesday evening, the 
police and the forest depart¬ 
ment maintained that they 
are still looking for the 47- 
year-old jumbo, Laxmi, des¬ 
pite residents of IP Extension 
confirming its presence in a 
ground in the area till the ve¬ 
ry morning. 

A newspaper had reported 



on Tuesday that it had found 
the elephant in the city. 
When The Hindu visited the 
ground in east Delhi, the ani¬ 
mal was missing but some 
fodder and its dung were 
found on the field. 

Officials of the forest de¬ 
partment said that they had 
got inputs that the animal was 
kept next to the DCP’s office. 

Multiple witnesses 

About a dozen people whom 
The Hindu met in the area 
said that they had seen the 
elephant there with two per¬ 
sons till 11.30 a.m. on 
Tuesday. 

“We used to see the ele¬ 


phant from the gate of the 
ground, but we rarely went 
inside,” said 12-year-old Arjun 
Kumar, a resident of a nearby 
jhuggi. 


“It [elephant] was here for 
about 15 days and there were 
two persons along with the 
animal. They used to get 
leaves of peepal tree for it,” 



said Raju Singh, 50, who runs 
a tea stall outside the ground. 

“There was a broken DJB 
pipeline and the water from it 
was collected in a ditch and 
the elephant used to drink 
water from it,” said Sonu Go- 
la, 26, who works as a driver. 

Meanwhile, DCP (East) Jas- 
meet Singh said that efforts 
have been intensified to trace 
the elephant. 

The escape 

Laxmi was supposed to be 
shifted to Ban Santour in Ha¬ 
ryana as there were not 
enough facilities for ele¬ 
phants in the Capital. The for¬ 
est department had issued a 



seizure notice for Laxmi in 
February and on July 1, the 
authorities in Haryana in¬ 
formed their counterparts in 
Delhi that the elephants can 
be shifted. 

On July 6, the handlers es¬ 
caped with the elephant by 
crossing Yamuna near ITO 
when forest department offi¬ 
cials went to seize it. The offi¬ 
cials later hied a complaint al¬ 
leging that they were 
attacked by the people and 
an FIR was later hied. 

Forest officials alleged that 
they had given multiple in¬ 
puts to the police about the 
location of the handlers, but 
they did not pursue it. 



Raju Singh, who runs a tea shop, shows the spot where the 
elephant was kept, -nikhil mbabu 
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Delhi Weather 

max min 

Delhi City 


37 28 

Safdarjang 


37 28 

Palam 


36 25 


Delhi Palam Today 

36°C A humid and hazy 
morning. Day will be warm and 
uneasy with partly cloudy sky. 
Short spell of light rain is likely 
at isolated places. 

Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C A warm and humid 
weather with cloudy sky to 
continue. Short spell of light 
rain will affect at few places. 
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Shiromani Akali Dal to 
contest Haryana polls 

Forms panel for talks with BJP on seat-sharing 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The BJP’s ally, the Shiromani 
Akali Dal, on Tuesday de¬ 
clared that it would contest 
the upcoming Assembly 
elections in Haryana. 

A meeting of the core 
committee of the party held 
here presided by SAD chief 
Sukhbir Singh Badal also 
passed a resolution saying 
regional languages serve as 
an inalienable symbol of the 
rich multicultural character 
of our federal and democrat¬ 
ic polity. 

Spokesperson Harcharan 
Singh Bains said the party 
had decided to hold a work¬ 
ers’ meeting in Kurukshetra 
on September 22 to screen 
candidates interested in con¬ 
testing the elections. “Inter¬ 
ested candidates had alrea¬ 
dy been asked to submit 
their applications by Sep¬ 
tember 22.” 



SAD chief Sukhbir Badal. 


Mr. Bains said a commit¬ 
tee headed by senior leader 
Sardar Balwinder Singh 
Bhunder would hold nego¬ 
tiations with the BJP on seat¬ 
sharing in the polls which 
are due next month. 

Special resolutions 

The core committee also 
passed two special resolu¬ 
tions. “In one, the SAD 
urged the government of In¬ 
dia to order an immediate 
release of all Sikh prisoners 
languishing in different jails 


throughout the country des¬ 
pite having served their stip¬ 
ulated sentence. In the oth¬ 
er, it reiterated its strong and 
principled commitment to 
the perseverance and pro¬ 
motion of the Punjabi lan¬ 
guage. 

Campaign panels 

Meanwhile, the party presi¬ 
dent Sukhbir Singh Badal set 
up a campaign committees 
for Jalalabad and Dakha by- 
elections. 

While former Cabinet Mi¬ 
nister and senior leader Jan- 
meja Singh Sekhon will be 
the campaign in-charge for 
Jalalabad constituency, se¬ 
nior vice-president Daljit 
Singh Cheema will head the 
panel for Dakha, said Bains. 

The core committee, in its 
meeting, also mourned the 
demise of former Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley and 
paid glowing tributes to him. 


Will consider giving land 
titles to saints: Kamal Nath 

Spiritual power unites us, says M.R Chief Minister 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

Heeding a demand of saints 
for land titles, Madhya Pra¬ 
desh Chief Minister Kamal 
Nath said here on Tuesday 
that if the government could 
give land titles to industrial¬ 
ists and businessmen, why 
not give them to saints and 
hermits as well. 

“Our country is not 
known for its economy or 
military power,” he said, “It 
is known for its spiritual 
power . The entire world 
looks at us in wonder. There 
is no country like ours with 
such diversity. Yet, spiritual 
power unites us, and the 
country stands under one 
flag.” 

He was addressing a con¬ 
gregation of saints and her¬ 
mits from across the country 
at the ‘Sant Samagam Sam- 
melan’, organised by the 
State Department of 
Spirituality. 



CM Kamal Nath 


Exhorting saints to direct 
the youth, especially those 
living in cities, to spirituality, 
he said, it was their duty to 
make sure youngsters didn’t 
lose track and remained con¬ 
nected to spiritual power. 

“Almost 35 years ago, I 
had said in the Lok Sabha 
that we had created so many 
departments, yet most im¬ 
portantly, there was a need 
for Adhyatmik Vibhag [Spiri¬ 
tuality Department],” said 
Mr. Nath. 


Former Chief Minister 
Digvijaya Singh said, “Wear¬ 
ing orange robes, people are 
selling churan [power]. 
Wearing orange robes, rapes 
are happening. Rapes are 
happening in temples. Is this 
our religion? Those who’ve 
disrespected our Sanatana 
religion, even God won’t for¬ 
give them.” 

Veiled jibe 

In a veiled jibe at the BJP, Mr. 
Nath said, “When I entered 
here, I thought it was a hap¬ 
py day. But then someone 
must be feeling pain in their 
stomach, you know who, 
right? They are those who 
publicise they’ve taken the 
contract of religion.” 

“When we enter temples, 
hold such functions or even 
talk of religion, they feel 
pain,” added Mr. Nath. 

Representing the saints, 
‘Computer’ Baba, said they 
stood by the Congress. 


Man seeks 
protection 
to cremate 
parents 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

A man on Tuesday sought 
police protection for per¬ 
forming the last rites of his 
parents, who were lynched 
by fellow villagers in con¬ 
nection with an alleged 
witch-hunt incident in Od- 
isha’s Balangir district. 

Chintamani Bariha, 55, 
and his wife Rukmuni Bari¬ 
ha, 50, were beaten to 
death in Chitakamal village 
on Monday. 

The police had reco¬ 
vered their bodies packed 
in sacks from a hill, about 3 
km from the village. 

The villagers had ac¬ 
cused the couple of practis¬ 
ing black magic after they 
discovered flower, vermi¬ 
lion and other worship 
items near a burial place 
where 18-month-old infant 
was buried. 

The bodies of the couple 
are lying in a hospital. 


Harvest time 



FreshLy picked waLnuts being dried near the DaL Lake in Srinagar on Tuesday, -nissar ahmad 
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700 kg of 
cannabis 
seized in U.P. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VARANASI 

Nearly 700 kg of cannabis 
was seized here and two 
members of an inter-State 
drug trafficking gang were 
arrested by the Special 
Task Force of the Uttar Pra¬ 
desh police, officials said 
on Tuesday. 

The seizure was made 
on National Highway 2 
when a container truck 
loaded with the cannabis 
was intercepted in the Ro- 
haniya police station area 
after a tip-off on Monday, 
the officials said. 

The action was carried 
out by officials of the Vara¬ 
nasi unit of the STF and 
Narcotics Control Bureau. 


T170 cr. provided to ineligible 
persons under govt, scheme’ 

Fake beneficiaries included govt, employees, pensioners 


Body of 
missing 
nurse found 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BHUBANESWAR 

The body of a 23-year-old 
nurse missing since Sep¬ 
tember 8 was found in Od- 
isha’s Jagatsinghpur dis¬ 
trict, police said on 
Tuesday. 

The body of Niharika Pa- 
tra was found on Biluakhai 
river bed near the Nuapari 
area in Jagatsinghpur dis¬ 
trict stuffed in a sack with 
her hands and legs tied 
with a rope, they said. 

The cause of the death 
can be known only after 
the post-mortem report, 
said the sub-divisional pol¬ 
ice officer of Jagatsinghpur, 
Prakash Chandra Pal 

Mr. Pal said it was sus¬ 
pected to be a case of mur¬ 
der. Niharika, a native of 
Khurda district, was work¬ 
ing as a nurse at a nursing 
home in Cuttack. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BHUBANESWAR 

A sum of U70 crore was pro¬ 
vided to 3.41 lakh ineligible 
persons under the Krushak 
Assistance for Livelihood 
and Income Augmentation 
(KALIA) scheme, the Odisha 
government has found. 

The money was trans¬ 
ferred to the bank accounts 
of the beneficiaries under 
the scheme that was con¬ 
ceived and implemented be¬ 
fore the simultaneous Lok 
Sabha and Assembly elec¬ 
tions in the State. 

Although one member of 
a family was eligible for get¬ 
ting benefits under the 
scheme, the government 
found that three lakh people 
belonged to families with 
multiple beneficiaries. Be¬ 


sides, fake beneficiaries un¬ 
der the scheme included 
20,000 government em¬ 
ployees and pensioners, 
12,000 big farmers and 
9,000 minor boys and girls. 

The government had 
started the process of verifi¬ 
cation in the first week of Au¬ 
gust to exclude ineligible be¬ 
neficiaries and include the 
deserving families. 

Refund plan 

Giving details of the verifica¬ 
tion exercise. Agriculture 
Minister Arun Kumar Sahoo 
told journalists on Tuesday 
that big farmers who had 
been paid assistance would 
be encouraged to refund the 
money. 

As for the three lakh in¬ 
eligible beneficiaries, Mr. Sa¬ 


hoo said the assistance re¬ 
leased to them would be 
adjusted in the subsequent 
instalments that would be 
extended to their families 
under the scheme. 

The government em¬ 
ployees and pensioners who 
had received assistance will 
be asked to refund the 
amount or else the amount 
will be deducted from their 
salary/pension, said Mr. 
Sahoo. 

The Minister further said 
that any genuine beneficiary 
who feels that he or she has 
been wrongly excluded can 
apply online through the 
website kalia.co.in with 
complete documents and 
steps for inclusion will be ta¬ 
ken after verification of the 
papers. 


NGT seeks report on steps for gharial conservation 

Illegal sand mining worth T2 crore taking place on riverbed every day: petitioner 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The National Green Tribunal 
has directed the Madhya Pra¬ 
desh government to submit 
within three weeks separate 
progress report of the de¬ 
partments concerned on the 
steps taken according to an 
action plan to conserve gha¬ 
rial habitat along the Son 
river. 

Stating that the govern¬ 
ment had filed an additional 
status report instead of a 
progress report as directed 
by it, the NGT held that the 
status report didn’t make 
clear the action taken so far 
or what remained to be 
done. 

In an order dated July 31, 
2018, the NGT had constitut¬ 
ed a committee to prepare 
an action plan to check ille- 



GhariaL popuLation is rapidLy 
decLining aLong the Son river 


gal mining, conserve gha- 
rials and turtles, and main¬ 
tain a minimum ecological 
flow downstream the Ban Sa- 
gar Dam. While it was asked 
to frame a plan within a 
month of its constitution, it 
had to submit a report with¬ 
in three months. However, it 
submitted the report only in 
February this year. 

The petition, filed by Ni- 
tyanand Mishra, flagged the 


declining population of gha- 
rials along a 200-km stretch 
of the river due to illegal 
sand mining. 

Contending that even the 
Forest Department and the 
police were unable to check 
it, Mr. Mishra said that ac¬ 
cording to the IUCN, their 
population has declined by 
96-98% since 1946, despite 
the Centre declaring it a pro¬ 
tected species under the Wil¬ 
dlife Protection Act, 1972. 

Intense fishing 

“The increasing intensity of 
fishing using gill nets, and 
large-scale illegal and imper¬ 
missible mining activity in 
the protected area of the Son 
Gharial Sanctuary along the 
Son river is rapidly killing 
many of the scarce adults 
and many sub-adults,” said 


Mr. Mishra. 

“Earlier there were bet¬ 
ween 400 and 600 gharials 
in the area and later their 
population went down to 18 
in 2004. Now there are 45 
gharials. Mafia kills gharials 
selectively and illegal sand 
mining worth t2 crore takes 
place on the riverbed every 
day,” Mr. Mishra told The 
Hindu. 

MCBT study 

The petitioner quoted a stu¬ 
dy by the Madras Crocodile 
Bank Trust which highlight¬ 
ed the excessive, irreversible 
loss of riverine habitat 
caused by the construction 
of the Ban Sagar Dam, 
changes in the river’s course, 
artificial embankments and 
large-scale illegal sand 
mining. 


Chinmayanand ‘ill’ after student’s statement 

Doctor says condition ‘fine’, had suffered electrolyte imbalance due to diarrhoea 


OMAR RASHID 

LUCKNOW 

Former Union Minister Swa- 
mi Chinmayanand, who is ac¬ 
cused of raping a law stu¬ 
dent, is reported to have 
taken ill following bouts of 
diarrhoea, hours after the 
complainant recorded her 
statement at a local court in 
Shahjahanpur. 

The former BJP MP’s aides 
released photos of Mr. Chin¬ 
mayanand lying on a divan at 
his residence, with medical 
equipment attached to him. 
A team of doctors from a go¬ 
vernment hospital as well as 
private doctors, including a 



Swami Chinmayanand at his 
residence in Shahjahanpur on 
Monday. - pti 


cardiologist, attended to him. 
M.L. Agarwal, a physician 
who treated him, said Mr. 


Chinmayanand had had 
“some loose motion 
problem.” 

Mr. Chinmayanand was 
suffering from watery stools 
and an “electrolyte imba¬ 
lance” had caused him to feel 
“uneasiness and weakness,” 
said Saurabh, another doctor 
who had attended on him. 
The doctors also said the sep¬ 
tuagenarian BJP leader’s su¬ 
gar level fell drastically on 
Monday - he is a diabetic. 

“His sugar charting has 
gone down at many points,” 
said Dr. Saurabh. “Now it is 
100 (mg/dL) but during the 
day it even reached 60 (mg/ 


dL) on a few occasions,” he 
added. Asserting that Mr. 
Chinmayanand’s overall con¬ 
dition was, however, ‘fine’, 
the doctor added that he 
would just need regular 
check-ups. 

Mr. Chinmayanand’s la¬ 
wyer and spokesperson Om 
Singh drew a link between 
the case against his client and 
his health condition. 

“When such allegations 
are being levelled against a 
73-year-old man, it is natural 
to feel mentally and physical¬ 
ly unwell,” Mr. Singh told re¬ 
porters outside Mr. Chin¬ 
mayanand’s residence. 
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GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND 
ROAD CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT 


OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 
ROAD DIVISION, DUMKA, JHARKHAND 
e-Procurement Notice 
For National Competitive Bidding 
e Tender Reference No. RCD/DUMKA/1342 Date-14.09.2019 


l. 

Name of the work 

Reconstruction of Baraplasi (at SH-17) to 
Tharimore(at MDR-191) Road including 
Bridge over Bhurbhuri river (Total 
length-17.125 km) for the year 2019-20. 

2(a) 

Approximate value of Work (Rs. In 
Lacs) 

Rs 3737.00959 Lacs 
(Rupees Thirty seven crore thirty seven 
lac nine hundred fifty nine only.) 

(b) 

Bid Security (Rs In Lacs) 

Rs 37.38 Lacs 

3. 

Time of Completion 

Fifteen Months 

4. 

Last date/Time for receipt of bids 

12.10.2019 

Up to 12.00 Noon. 

5 

Date of Publication of Tender on 
website 

21.09.2019 

ATI 0.30 A.M 

6. 

Name & address of office Inviting 
tender 

Executive Engineer 

Road Division, Dumka 

7. 

Contact no. of Procurement officer 

9431178289 

8. 

Helpline number of e-Procurement cell 

0651-2401010 


Further details can be seen on website 
http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Executive Engineer 

Road Construction Department 
Road Division, Dumka Pin-814101 

PR216994 (Road)19-20*D ~ ^ srfTcwAI eft ^ ^ d*cjVT| 


GOVERNMENT OF JHARKHAND 
DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM, ART CULTURE,SPORTS 
AND YOUTH AFFAIRS (TOURISM) 

Director Ph.: 0651-2400493, 



Fax: 2400492, Email: dirjharkhandtourism@gmail.com 


SELECTION & APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANT FOR 
DESIGN & SUPERVISION FOR CHALET HOUSE, NETARHAT 
Tender Notice 

Ref. No.- Tou./Dir./Plan - 33/2019- 1297 / Ranchi, Dated 13/09/2019 

The Directorate of Tourism (DoT), Govt, of Jharkhand as 
an endeavor for promotion of tourism and culture of Jharkhand 
state intends to select a Consultant for Design & Supervision 
for Chalet House, Netarhat. 

Interested agencies may download the document from 
15 / 09/2019 onwards from the Department of Tourism 
website:-www.jharkhandtourism.gov.in/ and submit their 
Applications. The Application Due Date is on 11 / 10/2019 at 
14:00 hours. 

A pre-application conference will be held on 23 / 09/2019 
by 15:00 Hours at MDI Building, 2nd floor, HEC Campus, 
Dhurwa, Ranchi-04, Tel Phone: 0651-2400493, e-mail: 
dirjharkhandtourism@gmail.com. 

All subsequent notifications, changes and amendments 
will be posted only on the website www.jharkhandtourism 
.gov.in. 

Directorate of Tourism reserves the right to reject any or 
all proposals and annul the selection process at any time 
without assigning any reason whatsoever. 

Director, 


fiiit 3i«ito «n nnd, It, aal? hit uidt jT ill 


P.R.216951 Tourism, Art Culture Sports And Youth Affairs(19-20):D 


Govt, of Jharkhand 

Energy Department 

Jharkhand Renewable Energy 
Development Agency (JREDA) 

3rd Floor, S.L.D.C. Building, Kusai Colony, Doranda, Ranchi-834002. 
Ph.: 0651-2491161, Fax: 0651-2491165, 

E-mail: info@jreda.com; Website: www.jreda.com 


e-Procurement Notice 

Tender reference no.: 12/JREDA/GCRT/RC/19-20 
Dated: 13.09.2019 

Online bids are invited for Rate Contract for Design, 
Manufacture, Testing, Supply, Installation 8t 
Commissioning of Grid connected Rooftop SPV Power 
Plants of different capacities including five years 
Comprehensive Maintenance Contract (CMC) on 
Turnkey basis on Government Buildings anywhere in the 
state of Jharkhand (JREDA). The details are as follows: 


1 

Name of the work 

Rate Contract for Design, Manufacture, 
Testing, Supply, Installation & 
Commissioning of Grid connected Rooftop 
SPV Power Plants of different capacities 
including five years Comprehensive 
Maintenance Contract (CMC) on Turnkey 
basis on Government Buildings anywhere 
in the state of Jharkhand 

2 

Estimated cost (Rs.) 

Rs. 1,42,80,00,000/- 

3 

Tentative quantity (kWp) 

15000 kWp 

4 

Period of Contract 

12 (Six) Months 

5 

Date of publication of NIT on 
website: http:// 
jharkhandtenders.gov. in 

16.09.2019 (Monday) 

6 

Date & time of Pre-bid meeting 

24.09.2019 (Tuesday) at 1.00 P.M. 

7 

Last date & time for receipt of 
online bids 

09.10.2019 (Wednesday) upto 05:00 
PM 

8 

Submission of original copies of 
Bid fee & EMD (Offline) 

09.10.2019 and 10.10.2019 up to 5.00 
P.M. 

9 

Technical Bid Opening Date 

11.10.2019 (Friday) at 12:30 P.M. 

10 

Name 8<. address of office 
inviting tender 

Director, 

Jharkhand Renewable Energy 

Development Agency(JREDA) 

3 rd Floor, SLDC Building, Kusai, Doranda, 
Ranchi- 834002 (Jharkhand) 

11 

Contact no. of procurement 
officer 

0651-2491163/67/61 

12 

Helpline no. of e-procurement 

0651-2491163/67/61 


Any corrigendum/addendum can be seen on 
website: http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in & 
www.jreda.com. Further details can be seen on 
website: http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in & www.jreda.com 


^ ^ srcdsl eft ^ cift cre&ft 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Be it known to all concerned that our 
clients Mirza Rashid Beg and Mirza Riyaz 
Beg, both sons of Late Mirza Wahid Beg 
R/o 369, SFS Flats, Dr. Mukherjee Nagar, 
Delhi, have a valuable interest in property 
comprising of three shops bearing 
No. 1491-A, 1491-G & 1491-H, Ground 
Floor with mezzanine, at Kashmere 
Gate, Near Ritz Cinema, Delhi-110006 in 
terms of an agreement to sell dated 
03.10.2008 for a valuable consideration, 
which is subject matter of a dispute 
pending between our clients and Shri 
Krishan Kumar Bajaj S/o Late Shri M.L. 
Bajaj R/o EA-6, Model Town, Delhi- 
110009 earlier pending in the Flon'ble 
High Court of Delhi and now transferred 
to the court of Ld. District Judge, Central 
District, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi. It has 
come to the knowledge of our client that 
some persons are trying to deal with the 
above said property concealing the said 
fact, it is, therefore, notified in public 
interest that anybody dealing with the 
said property with an intention to 
purchase or create any right unto the 
same shall be doing so exclusively at 
his/her cost and consequences without 
there being any prejudice to the right, 
title, interest and claims of our clients in 
any manner whatsoever and the property 
shall be governed by lis-pendence. 

Rajeev Saxena (Advocate) 

Ch. No. X-4A, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 


SHARE 

CERTIFICATE 


NOTICE REGARDING 
LOST CERTIFICATES OF 
THEWATERBASELTD. 

Regd Office: 
Ananthpuram Village, 
TP Gudur Mandal, 
Nellore,AP- 524344. 
Tel:+9T-9100018037 
Email: 

info@waterhaseindia.cflm, 

website: 

www.waterbaseindia.com 

ON: 

L05005A P1987PLC0 T8436 

I, Manoj Nakfa, 
residing at W5A20 
Mandiram, Anantpur 
Dtst., AP 515134, am 
the the registered 
holder of the 
undermentioned 
shares held in the 
above company, 
hereby give notice 
that the share 
certificates in respect 
of the said shares 
have lost and I have 
applied to the 
company for issue of 
duplicate share 
certificates. Any 
person having claim 
in respect of the said 
shares should lodge 
such claims with the 
company at the above 
address within 15 
days from this date, 
else the company will 
proceed to issue 
duplicate certificates 
and no further claim 
will be entertained by 
the company 
thereafter. 

Folio number 
00000374. Fifteen 
hundred (1500) 
equity shares of Rs. 10 
each. Six (6) Cert. Nos. 
119731 to 119736 
each for 100 shares. 
Six hundred (600) 
shares distinctive 
numbers 2362167 to 
2362766. Nine (9) 
Cert. Nos 119744 to 
119752 each of 100 
shares. Nine hundred 
(900) shares 
distinctive numbers 
2363467 to 2364366. 


MOBILE 

8287345999 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Subject: Transfer of ownership of 
House No. 789, Ground Floor, Sector-3, 
Faridabad,in respect of 100% 
share on the basis of Sale Deed. 

Smt. Lissy Abraham W/o Sh. Abraham 
Antony R/o House No. 790- A, 
Sector-3.Faridabad (Haryana) 
has purchased the House No. 789, Ground 
Floor, HUDA Colony, Sector- 3, Urban 
Estate Faridabad from Sh.Sadiq Khan S/o 
Sh. Ram Jani R/o C/o DTP Office, Sector-09, 
Faridabad through his G.P.A. Sh. Abraham 
Anthony by Virtue of Sale Deed document 
No 12691,dated 17.03.2017, Registered 
in the office of Sub-Registrar, 
Ballabgarh,District Faridabad , Haryana, 
and Sh.Sadiq Khan S/o Sh.Ram Jani was 
the Owner as per Deed of Conveyance of 
Building Site Sold By Allotment Document 
No 2921 dated 10.11.2003, Registered in the 
office of Sub-Registrar .Ballabgarh District, 
Faridabad Haryana, in the record of HUDA 
(NOWHSVP). 

Smt. Lissy Abraham W/o Sh. Abraham 
Antony, R/o House No.790-A,Sector- 
3, Faridabad, intends to apply for the 
transfer of the said property property in 
her favour/ name on the basis of Sale Deed 
no. 12691 dated 17.03.2017. If any person is 
having objection against the transfer of 
ibdi house/plot, he/she can Submit 
objections in writingto the office of Estate 
officer HSVP, Faridabad, along with 
supporting documents Within 30 days 
from the date of publication of this notice, 
otherwise the Estate Officer may sanction 
mutation of the property as per HSVP 
policy and may not entertain subsequent 
claim if any. 

Sd/- 

Lissy Abraham 
For and Behalf of E.O 
_ (HSVP) Faridabad 


TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CONTACT 

Mr. N SELVA KUMAR 

PH: 98203 50726 

selvakumar.n@thehindu.co.in 

Mr. GAURAV SEHGAL 

PH: 98110 06590 

gaurav.sehgal@thehindu.co.in 
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HON’BLE DEBTS RECOVERY 
TRIBUNAL-II AT CHENNAI 

(4th Floor, Dewa Towers, No.770-A, 
Anna Salai, Chennai-600 002) 
O.A.No.764 of 2018 
STATE BANK OF INDIA 

Represented by its Assistant 
General Manager, Stressed Assets 
Management Branch, No.32, 
Montieth Road, Red Cross Building 
Egmore, Chennai-600008. 

...Applicant 

-Vs- 

1. M/s.Tecpro Infra Projects 
Limited, Having its registered 
office at No. 106, Vishwadeep 
Tower, Plot No.4, District Centre, 
Janakpuri, New Delhi 110 058 
And Corporate office at:- 
Tecpro Towers, 11-A17, 5th 
Cross Road, SIPCOT I.T.Park, 
Siruseri, Chennai-603 103. 

2. M/s. Tecpro Engineers Ltd 
Represented by its Directors, 
No. 106, Vishwadeep Tower, 

Plot No.4, District Centre, 
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110 058. 

3. M/s. Tecpro Infotech Pvt Ltd, 
Represented by its Directors, 
No. 106, Vishwadeep Tower, 

Plot No.4, District Centre, 
Janakpuri, New Delhi-110 058. 

4. M/s.Citizen Communications 
Ltd, Represented by its Directors 
Plot No. 113, Vikram Sarabhai 
Electronic and Electric Estate, 
Perungudi, Chennai-600 096. 
And, No.1, ROYAL COURT, 
#982, Lakshmanasamy Road, 
K.K.Nagar, Chennai-600 078. 

...Defendants 

SUMMONS TO DEFENDANTS 
THROUGH SUBSTITUTED SERVICE 

The above Original Application 
filed by the Applicant Bank to 
recover the claim amount 
Rs.8,52,51,678.26 (Rupees Eight 
Crores Fifty Two Lakhs Fifty One 
Thousand Six Hundred Seventy 
Eight and Twenty Six Paisa Only) 
against you stands posted on 
03.10.2019 before Hon'ble Debts 
Recovery Tribunal-ll Chennai at 
11.30 a.m. for your appearance 
failing which orders will be passed 
inyourabsence. 

M/s.M.L.Ganesh & S.Arun Kumar 
Counsel for Applicant 


THE: 


iHINDU 


LET US KNOW 
YOU BETTER 


Your feedback is valuable to us. 
Please scan the QR code or visit 
www.thehindu.com/feedback 


You may call us at toll free 
1800 102 1878 
or write to us at 

customercare@thehindu.co.in 


0&-0 




GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
Resident Commission 

5, Prithviraj Road, New Delhi -110011 
Telephones: 011-24611108, 24611210, Fax Nos: .24601277, 24627047 
E-mail: jkhsdelhi@gmail.com 


NOTICE 

In continuance to the Tender Notice issued vide No. 
KRC/MTO/47/4483/19 dated 28.08.2019 and 
published on 31.08.2019, all the concerned are 
informed that the tenders for supply of cars on hire 
charge basis, could not be opened due to some 
exigency. The date and time for opening of these 
tenders will be notified separately. 

No: KBI/Advt/1846-47/2019 Chief Pay & Accounts Officer 

Dated: 13.09.2019 Resident Commission 

No: KRC/MTO/47/4861A-B-C/19 
Dated: 12.09.2019 


Tripura Renewable Energy Development Agency (TREDA) 

(A Constituent Organization of Department of Power, Government of Tripura), 

Vigyan Bhawan, Pandit Nehru Complex, Gorkhabasti, 

Agartala, Tripura,Ph-0381-2325900(Fax), 2326139, 
email- tredaagartala@gmail.com 


No.F.6 (181 )/TREDA/NCES/2019/1639 Date 13/09/2019 

Press Notice Inviting e-Tender 

Tripura Renewable Energy Development Agency [TREDA] invites online 
e-Tender for the following work:- 

Name of Work:- Supply, installation & commissioning of HDPE/PVC/FRP 
material based pre-fabricated Family size KVIC Design Floating Type Bio¬ 
gas Plant in Tripura including post-installation Maintenance & Performance 
Warranty/Guarantee Contract for 5 years on turn-key basis. 

The last date of submission of e -Tender: - 25/09/2019 at 4:00 PM 

The tender forms & other details can be obtained from the website 
https://tripuratenders.gov.in. 

Sd/- 

(D.S.Das) 
Joint Director 



ss- 

TRTuTeT OT^ef, S^IIYNmi SEvfItT 3JIHBld PlRki 

(Bundu & Adjoining Rural Pipe Water Supply Scheme) 
P.R. No.:- 215493 (Drinking Water and Sanitation) 19- 
20*D sjqRdi4 chivHc^i mfrsR f^nt- 


SI. No. 

Name of Work 

After Amendment 

5 

Last date submission 

Date:- 28.09.2019 upto 03.00 PM in the office 


cost of 

of the 


BOQ and EMD 
(in hard copy) 

(1) Executive Engineer, D. W. & S. Division, 
Hazaribagh 

(2) Superintending Engineer, D. W. & S. Circle, 
Hazaribagh 

(3) Regional Chief Engineer, D. W. & S. 
Department Ranchi Zone Ranchi 

14 H1 cl Srf^RFcU 
4^TeT >M^dl VH u ^d, 


cF5S cUcfrl cfr c|^ cist cR^t] Sv*lKHMI 

PR 217096 (Drinking Water and Sanitation)!9-20*D 



APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION 


General public is hereby informed that this 
J j / person Named: Unknown, S/o: Unknown, R/o: 
Unknown, Age: 50 years, Sex: Male, Height: 5 
feet, Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: White 
^ with Balck Dharidahar T-shirt & Blue Colour 
j Nikker, has been found at dead in Park Under 
Zakhira Flyover, Delhi, on dated 06.09.2019. 
In this regard a DD No. 36-A, dated 06-09-2019 has been 
registered at PS. Sarai Rohilla, Delhi. 

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out 
information about this person but no clue has come to light so far. 

Any person having any information or clue about this person may 
kindly inform to the following. 

SH0 

PS. Sarai Rohilla, Delhi 
DP/427/N/19 Ph.: 011-23693611, 8750870131 


APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION 


General public is hereby informed that 
one male was found dead at Middle 
Footpath Ring Road, Under Barapulla 
Flyover, Delhi at 13:53 Hrs on 
05/09/2019. In this regard a DD No. 34-A 
Dated 05.09.2019 has been lodged at 
P.S. Sun Light Colony, Delhi. The 
description of the dead body is given as 
under: 

Name: Unknown, S/o: Unknown, R/o: 

Unknown, Age: 45 years, Height: 170 cms, Injury: Right Hand to 
elbow injured Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: Red T-Shirt & 
Army coloured pant. 

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the 
information about the dead male but no clue has come to light so 
far. If any one is having any information about this dead male 
please inform the undersigned. s.H.O 

P.S. Sun Light Colony, Delhi. 
DP/7817/SE/19 Ph. No. 011-26347982, 26348324 



APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION 


General public is hereby 
informed that an unidentified 
dead body of male Age : 40 
years, Height : 5'2", 
Complexion : Shallow, 
Wearing: Red colour capri 
only has been found at Nepali 
Park, ISBT, Kashmere Gate, 
Delhi on 08.09.2019. In this 
regard a case vide DD No: 18- 
A dated 08.09.2019 has been lodged at P.S. 
Kashmere Gate, Delhi. 

Any person having any information or clue about this 
found dead body may kindly inform to the following:- 

SHO : 

P.S. Kashmere Gate, Delhi 
North Distt., Delhi 

DP/426/N/19 Jel. No. 011 -23968730, 23967889 



A ND-NDE 
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Naidu demands CBI probe into 
former A.P. Speaker’s death 

TDP and YSRCP leaders trade charges on causing him mental anguish 



Tearful adieu: People paying floral tributes to former A.P. 
Speaker Kodela Siva Prasada Rao on Tuesday, -v. raju 



Shivakumar sent to 14 
days judicial custody 


NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Tuesday 
remanded former Karnataka 
Minister D.K. Shivakumar to 
judicial custody for 14 days in 
a money laundering case. 
Special judge Ajay Kumar 
Kuhar directed the ED to take 
Mr. Shivakumar first to the 
Ram Manohar Lohia Hospital 
for a check up, and then to 
the prison. 

Malayalam actor 
Sathar is no more 

KOZHIKODE 

Sathar, who died of liver 
ailment at the age of 67 in 
Aluva on Tuesday, was the 
smiling villain of Malayalam 
cinema for a long time. His 
career spanned for four 
decades. Jayabharathi, his 
estranged wife, is also a 
famous actor, while his son 
Krish J. Sathar has acted in a 
few films. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HYDERABAD/VIJAYAWADA 

A day after the former Speak¬ 
er of the Andhra Pradesh As¬ 
sembly, Kodela Sivaprasada 
Rao’s suspected suicide, Te- 
lugu Desam Party (TDP) and 
the YSR Congress Party 
(YSRCP) traded charges 
against each other. TDP pre¬ 
sident N. Chandrababu Nai¬ 
du has demanded that the 
Central Bureau of Investiga¬ 
tion (CBI) be asked to probe 
the death of Dr. Rao. 

Dr. Rao’s body was shifted 
from Hyderabad to Guntur, 
and his funeral will take 
place on Wednesday. 

The TDP president de¬ 
scribed the former Speaker’s 
untimely death as “murder” 
committed by the Andhra 
Pradesh government, and 
said there was need for a de¬ 
bate across the State and the 


country on the vindictive 
policies being adopted by 
the YSRCP government led 
by Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan 
Mohan Reddy. 

“He was harassed psycho¬ 
logically, physically and fi¬ 
nancially by the govern¬ 
ment, which registered 
cases against him,” Mr. Nai¬ 


du said at a press conference 
in Hyderabad. 

He recalled that Kodela Si¬ 
vaprasada Rao had ad¬ 
dressed a letter on June 20 to 
the A.P. Assembly Speaker 
and the Legislature Secre¬ 
tary asking them to finalise 
the cost of the furniture that 
was used in his camp office. 


But a First Information Re¬ 
port was registered by the 
police two days later, on the 
basis of a complaint filed by 
Narasaraopet YSRCP MLA G. 
Srinivas Reddy. 

This was followed by the 
filing of 19 cases, including 
those related to extortion, 
forgery and SC/ST (Preven¬ 
tion of Atrocities). 

YSRCP leaders, on the 
other hand, held Mr. Naidu 
responsible for the alleged 
suicide. Speaking to repor¬ 
ters at separate press confe¬ 
rences in Vijayawada, State 
Civil Supplies Minister Koda- 
li Sri Venkateswara Rao, Go¬ 
vernment Chief Whip G. Sri- 
kanth Reddy and PAC 
member Ambati Rambabu 
alleged that Mr. Naidu had 
humiliated him on many 
counts and had not given 
him due respect in the party. 


Kerala to seek legal option 
to avoid razing in Maradu 

It plans to send all-party team to Delhi 


SC considers giving actor 
Dileep access to memory card 

‘It can be used only to formulate defence, for no other cause’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

An all-party meeting 
chaired by Kerala Chief Mi¬ 
nister Pinarayi Vijayan here 
on Tuesday endorsed the 
government’s decision to 
seek all possible legal re¬ 
course to prevent the Su¬ 
preme Court order to raze 
the four illegal apartment 
blocks at Maradu panchayat 
in Ernakulam by September 
20 for violating stringent 
coastal zone regulations. 

The Supreme Court will 
be taken into confidence 
and the court’s approval will 
be sought to prevent the de¬ 
molishing of the apartment 
blocks, in which over 400 


families are staying, the 
Chief Minister told the meet¬ 
ing. It was also decided to 
send an all-party delegation 
to New Delhi, if needed, to 
talk to the Union govern¬ 
ment. 

The Centre had the pow¬ 
ers to grant concessions in 
such cases under environ¬ 
ment laws and the govern¬ 
ment was hoping for a fa¬ 
vourable action from the 
Union government, he said. 
Already, the State has writ¬ 
ten to the Union Ministry of 
Forests, Environment and 
Climate on the likely envi¬ 
ronment problems and Mr. 
Vijayan had personally spo¬ 
ken to the Union Minister. 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court consi¬ 
dered allowing Malayalam 
actor Dileep, who is an ac¬ 
cused in the kidnap and sex¬ 
ual assault of an actress, ac¬ 
cess to a copy of a memory 
card containing visuals of 
the attack on the express 
condition that he uses it only 
for preparing his defence in 
the trial. 

The victim, however, 
countered that handing over 
a cloned copy of the memo¬ 
ry card would run the risk of 
the visuals being leaked. 
This would amount to tram- 



Dileep 


pling on her fundamental 
right to privacy. The court 
should balance her right to 
privacy with Mr. Dileep’s 
right to fair trial. 

Justice Khanwilkar said. 


“it [card] can be given on 
one condition that they use 
it only to formulate their de¬ 
fence and for no other pur¬ 
pose.” The court reserved 
the case for orders after a 
day-long hearing. 

Senior advocate Mukul 
Rohatgi, for Mr. Dileep, said: 
“My client is the number one 
actor in Kerala. If she says 
giving me a copy of the me¬ 
mory card would be a viola¬ 
tion of her privacy, then 
what about her attack on my 
fundamental right to reputa¬ 
tion by describing me in 
court as the ‘mastermind’ of 
the alleged crime?” 


Solitary wait 



Mourning alone: A woman, who lost her family members in the Godavari boat mishap, waiting 
for their bodies at Devipatnam on banks of the river in East Godavari district on Tuesday. The 
accident toll touched 27 as 18 more bodies were retrieved on Tuesday, -s. rambabu 


CBI produces 
new witness 
inAbhayacase 


Judge recuses from 
Karnataka MLAs case 

‘Conscience didn’t allow me to hear it’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The CBI on Tuesday tried 
to spring a surprise on the 
defence during the high- 
profile Sister Abhaya case 
trial. The agency produced 
a retired professor who 
had taught Abhaya at BCM 
College for Women, Kot- 
tayam, in the early 1990s as 
a new witness for the pro¬ 
secution. 

Fr. Thomas Kottor and 
Fr. Jose Puthrikayil were 
members of the college fa¬ 
culty at the time. 

The CBI produced her as 
a witness for the prosecu¬ 
tion. Ms. Thressiama told 
CBI special court judge K. 
Sanilkumar that the con¬ 
duct of the priests in the 
environs of the ladies-only 
college often appeared to 
be predatory. Several stu¬ 
dents had complained to 
her that they had felt acute¬ 
ly uncomfortable in the 
presence of the accused. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court hearing 
of petitions filed by several 
disqualified MLAs from Kar¬ 
nataka challenging their 
ouster from the State As¬ 
sembly by former Speaker 
Ramesh Kumar under the 
anti-defection law was a 
non-starter on Tuesday, 
with one of the judges on 
the Bench, Justice Mohan M. 
Shantanagoudar, recusing 
from the case. 

Justice Shantanagoudar 
said his conscience did not 
allow him to hear the case. 
He hails from Karnataka. 
The Bench was led by Jus¬ 
tice N.V. Ramana and also 
comprises Justice Ajay 
Rastogi. 

Firm decision 

On the insistence of senior 
advocate Mukul Rohatgi, 
who appeared for the form¬ 


er legislators, another 
Bench will hear the case 
next Monday. 

Senior advocate Kapil Si- 
bal, who appeared for the 
former Speaker, urged Jus¬ 
tice Shantanagoudar to stay 
on. However, after a brief 
discussion later among the 
judges on the Bench, Justice 
Ramana, who is the lead 
judge, said Justice Shantana¬ 
goudar was firm in his deci¬ 
sion to bow out. 

The former legislators, in¬ 
cluding Pratapgouda Patil 
and A.H. Vishwanath, had 
approached the court joint¬ 
ly and separately. Their peti¬ 
tions have arraigned the 
then Speaker, the State of 
Karnataka, Congress Legis¬ 
lature Party leader Siddara- 
maiah, State Congress chief 
Dinesh Gundurao and form¬ 
er Karnataka Chief Minister 
H.D. Kumaraswamy as 
respondents. 


DRDO’s UAV crashes into arecanut farm in Karnataka 


Cause of accident 
is under 
investigation 

STAFF REPORTER 

CHITRADURGA 

An Unmanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) of the Defence Re¬ 
search and Development Or¬ 
ganisation (DRDO) crashed 
into an arecanut farm at Ku- 
dapura in Chitradurga dis¬ 
trict in Karnataka’s Challak- 
ere taluk on Tuesday. 

The UAV - Tapas-04 ADE 
19 - lost contact with the ra¬ 
dar around 6.30 a.m. It 
crashed 15 minutes later into 
the farm belonging to 
Anandappa. 

The farmers who heard 
the sound, rushed to the 
spot and tried to locate the 
pilot. When they did not find 
the pilot, they informed the 
police about the crash. 

DRDO officials rushed to 
spot and conducted an inves¬ 
tigation. They collected the 
debris of the UAV to find out 
the exact cause of the crash. 



Out of control: An unmanned aerial vehicle of the Defence Research and Development Organisation that crashed in Karnataka's 
Challakere taluk on Tuesday, -special arrangement 


Researchers find two new 
plant species in Western Ghats 

They belong to the Asclepiadaceae or milkweed family 


E.M.M ANOJ 

ICALPETTA 

A team of researchers has re¬ 
ported the discovery of two 
new plant species belonging 
to the Asclepiadaceae or 
milkweed family from the 
shola forests of the Western 
Ghats, highlighting its rich 
biodiversity and the need for 
a conservation strategy for 
the fragile ecosystem. 

Latex in plant parts and 
pappus seeds are the general 
characteristics of the family. 

Tylophora balalcrishna- 
nii , a straggling vine, has 
been discovered from the 
Thollayiram shola in Waya- 
nad, a biodiversity hotspot 
in the Nilgiri biosphere re¬ 
serve. The tuberous species 
has been discovered by a 
team of researchers led by 
Salim Pitchen, botanist at 
the M.S. Swaminathan Re- 



Tylophora neglecta 
discovered from the Western 

GhatS. -SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


search Foundation (MSSRF) 
here, and Jose Mathew, As¬ 
sistant Professor, Depart¬ 
ment of Botany, SD College, 
during a recent expedition. 
The discovery has been pu¬ 
blished in NeBIO, an interna¬ 
tional journal on environ¬ 
ment and biodiversity. 

Flowers of the plant are 


reddish pink and the species 
is similar to the coastal plant 
Tylophora flexuosa. 

The species has been 
christened after V. Balakrish- 
nan, member-secretary, Ker¬ 
ala State Biodiversity Board, 
and former director of the 
MSSRF, Wayanad, in recog¬ 
nition of his contributions to 
biodiversity. 

Tylophora neglecta has 
been discovered from the 
shola forest on the Thooval 
Mala hill under the Achen- 
coil division in Kollam. 

The flowers of the species 
are white with a violet tinge. 
Its leaves are thick and brist¬ 
ly in nature, Dr. Mathew 
said. 

“We could find five to six 
Tylophora balalcrishnanii 
and 15 to 16 Tylophora ne¬ 
glecta plants in the respec¬ 
tive areas,” Dr. Mathew said. 


Ansari lynching: IIM-B faculty, 
students urge fresh probe 

They have pressed their demand in e-mail letter to PM 


Gundert Bungalow in Kerala set to become museum 

Structure, owned by the CSI, is being revamped under the Thalassery Heritage Tourism Project 



Getting a facelift: The Gundert Bungalow at Thalassery will be 
opened as a heritage museum in the first week of November. 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

A section of faculty, staff and 
students of the Indian Insti¬ 
tute of Management, Banga¬ 
lore (IIM-B) have written to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressing concern ov¬ 
er the manner in which the 
Jharkhand police have han¬ 
dled the lynching of Tabrez 
Ansari. They have urged Mr. 
Modi to direct the State go¬ 
vernment to institute a fresh 
probe. 

In an e-mail addressed to 
the Prime Minister, the 
group expressed shock and 
dismay at the Jharkhand pol¬ 
ice’s investigation of the 
lynching. “We urge you to 
act swiftly and decisively by 
directing the State govern¬ 



ment to institute a fresh 
probe,” they wrote. “It is the 
constitutional duty of the 
state to protect the life and 
liberty of all citizens,” they 
added. 

‘Important to stand up’ 

Last week, Deepak Malghan, 
associate professor. Public 
Policy, who took the initia¬ 
tive and circulated an e-mail 
to students, staff and faculty, 
said that as “an academic 
community, it is important 
that we stand up to the im¬ 
punity with which the State 
has abrogated its Constitu¬ 
tional duty.” 

Over a hundred students 
and faculty members from 
the institute are signatories 
to the letter. Twenty-four- 



year-old Tabrez Ansari, who 
was working as a welder in 
Pune, had returned to his 
village Kadamdia, 15 km 
from the district headquar¬ 
ters Seraikela, to get married 
on April 27. On June 17, some 
people from a nearby village 
caught him and branded 
him a thief. He was beaten 
up and forced to chant ‘Jai 
Hanuman’ and ‘Jai Sriram’. 

On June 22, he suc¬ 
cumbed to injuries, while in 
judicial custody. It is alleged 
that Tabrez was not given 
proper and timely medical 
attention. 

The police had dropped 
murder charges against the 
accused contending that Ta¬ 
brez had died of a cardiac ar¬ 
rest due to stress. 



MOHA MED NAZEER 

THALASSERY 

What used to be a derelict 
bungalow located on a hil¬ 
lock here is being given a fa¬ 
celift to celebrate the life of 
an illustrious occupant from 
abroad. He stayed there for 
20 years in the mid-19th cen¬ 
tury and left behind a huge 
legacy for Malayalam 
language. 

Workers are laying cob¬ 
blestones and flamed granite 
on the ground outside the 
sprawling Gundert Bunga¬ 
low. Its huge wooden win¬ 
dow and door frames and 
panes have been refurbished 
with a new coat of polish to 
give them a traditional look. 
A wooden beam that had de¬ 
veloped a big crack is being 
strengthened. The 19th cen¬ 
tury roof tiles from Basel 
Mission tile-making unit in 
Mangaluru are still intact. If 



the ongoing progress of con¬ 
servation work is any indica¬ 
tion, the bungalow will be 
opened as a heritage and lan¬ 
guage museum in the first 
week of November. 

Hermann Gundert, the 
German missionary, wrote 
the English-Malayalam dic¬ 
tionary during his stay at the 



bungalow. He also published 
two Malayalam journals. One 
of them, Rajya Samacha- 
ram, is arguably the forerun¬ 
ner of the contemporary Ma¬ 
layalam newspapers. 

“Basically, the ongoing 
first phase work is for the 
conservation of the bunga¬ 
low and its adaptive reuse,” 


said Vivek P.P., architect and 
urban designer associated 
with De Earth and Space Art 
Calicut, which is carrying 
out the conservation work. A 
lot of later day modifications 
in the historic structure were 
removed to restore its origi¬ 
nal look and ambience. 

As part of the ?2.10-crore 
first phase conservation pro¬ 
ject, the massive structure is 
being revived under the Tha¬ 
lassery Heritage Tourism 
Project of the Tourism De¬ 
partment. The bungalow is 
owned by the Church of 
South India (CSI). 

“It has been our dream to 
turn the Gundert Bungalow 
into a museum and now, it is 
expected to be the nucleus of 
heritage tourism in the re¬ 
gion,” said Thalassery MLA 
A.N. Shamseer. He said the 
CSI Church had given sanc¬ 
tion to the Tourism Depart¬ 


ment to turn it into a 
museum. 

The veranda on all four 
sides of the bungalow, which 
was modified and converted 
for different uses in the past, 
has been restored. Tradition¬ 
al cashew oil polishing was 
done on the wooden roof pa¬ 
nels to give them an old- 
world look. Also, special de¬ 
sign doors and windows are 
being refurbished. Terracot¬ 
ta tiles have been laid on 
floors wherever they were 
damaged. One sprawling 
room of the bungalow has 
been earmarked for develop¬ 
ing into a seminar hall. 

Tourism officials said Ger¬ 
man books worth ^2 crore 
donated by Mary Elizabeth 
Mueller, a German academ¬ 
ic, for the library and Ger¬ 
man language study centre 
at the bungalow had already 
reached here. 


• • 
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Naidu demands CBI probe 
into death of Kodela 


HYDERABAD 

The Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) president and former 
Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh N. Chandrababu 
Naidu has demanded that the 
Central Bureau of 
Investigation be asked to 
probe the death of former 
Speaker Kodela Sivaprasada 
Rao. 

TNCC to greet Amit Shah 
with black flags 

CHENNAI 

The Tamil Nadu Congress 
Committee (TNCC) on 
Tuesday decided to show 
black flags to Home Minister 
Amit Shah when he visits the 
State next time for his remark 
that Hindi should be the 
language that unites India. 

EPFO subscribers to 
get 8.65% interest 

NEW DELHI 

Labour Minister Santosh 
Gangwar on Tuesday said over 
6 crore EPFO (Employees' 
Provident Fund Organisation) 
accounts would be credited 
with interest amount at 
8.65% rate for 2018-19 ahead 
of the festival season, pti 

Fraud case: ED attaches 
?277.97 cr. of ebiz.com 

NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate 
has attached assets worth 
?277.97 crore of ebiz.com 
Private Limited and others in 
an alleged multi-level 
marketing fraud case 
involving over U,000 crore, 
collected from about 12 lakh 
investors. 



Ambulance 
driver, doctor 
carry patient 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

In an exemplary show of 
service, a doctor, with the 
support of an ambulance 
driver, carried an ailing pa¬ 
tient on a makeshift sling 
for over 5 km in a remote, 
hilly, jungle terrain to pro¬ 
vide the orphan teenager 
proper medical care in Od- 
isha’s Malkangiri district 
on Tuesday. 

The physician is Dr. 
Shalcti Prasad Mishra, an 
Ayurveda doctor posted in 
the Khairaput Block of Mal¬ 
kangiri district for a mobile 
health unit project taken 
up under the National 
Health Mission (NHM). 


New MV Act impact: use of seat belts goes up among bus, truck drivers 



New order: Traffic policemen stopping a motorcyclist riding 
without helmet in New Delhi. ■ ravi choudhary 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The use of seat belts has im¬ 
proved substantially among 
bus and truck drivers after 
the new law on traffic viola¬ 
tions came into force, ac¬ 
cording to a survey conduct¬ 
ed by NGO Save Life 
Foundation. 

The study was conducted 
at different sites in two States 
- at Burari, Bhalswa and Mu- 
kundpur in Delhi and Mum¬ 
bai Pune Expressway and 
Old Mumbai Pune Highway 
in Maharashtra. As many as 
1,190 vehicles were observed 


before the implementation 
of the Act on August 29 and 
on September 11 a total of 
1,294 vehicles were moni¬ 
tored after the rules came in¬ 
to effect. 

80.5% increase 

The findings show that in 
Delhi there was an 80.5% in¬ 
crease in use of seat belts by 
bus drivers with 88% of them 
wearing seat belts after the 
implementation of the Motor 
Vehicles (Amendment) Act, 
2019, whereas only 7.5% 
wore them earlier. Similarly, 
the use of seat belts among 


bus drivers in Mumbai went 
up by 26%, with 50% of those 
monitored wearing them in¬ 
stead of a mere 26.5% earlier. 
About 120 buses were moni¬ 
tored in Delhi and 108 in 
Mumbai before the study 
and after the study 105 were 
observed in Delhi and 110 in 
Mumbai. 

There is a remarkable im¬ 
provement among truck 
drivers, too, with 27.7% in¬ 
crease in their use in Delhi 
and 21% in Mumbai. A total of 
92 trucks before the new 
rules and 105 trucks after 
were observed in Delhi, 


where 127 trucks were moni¬ 
tored before and after imple¬ 
mentation of the rules. 

Light motor vehicles 

Seat belt compliance im¬ 
proved by 17.8% for light mo¬ 
tor vehicles in Delhi, while 
for Mumbai it improved by 1 
percentage point. 

As per the amended Act, 
the fine for not wearing seat 
belts has increased from 
^100-^300 to 11,000 with ef¬ 
fect from September 1. 

These findings for heavy 
vehicles stood out among 
other offences which were 


monitored including non-us¬ 
age of helmets, not providing 
passage to emergency vehi¬ 
cles, load protrusion and 
overloading for two-wheel- 
ers, buses, trucks and light 
motor vehicles. 

According to government 
data on road accidents for 
2017, trucks (along with tem¬ 
pos and tractors) and buses 
together accounted for near¬ 
ly 27% of crashes or 1,24,000 
of the total 4,60,000 
accidents. 

While seat belts don’t av¬ 
ert accidents, their use helps 
in avoiding serious injuries. 


Despite hurdles, Vande Bharat 
to remain on track for Railways 



New route: Vande Bharat Express is set to run between Delhi and Katra before Deepavali. ■ pti 


40 such trains to 
be added by 2022, 
says top official 

YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

NEW DELHI 

To bring some festive cheer 
for travellers, the Indian Rail¬ 
ways plans to begin the se¬ 
cond Vande Bharat Express 
on the Delhi-Katra route be¬ 
fore Deepavali, Railway 
Board Chairman V.K. Yadav 
said on Tuesday. 

Mr. Yadav said the plans to 
add 40 such semi-high-speed 
trains by 2022 remained on 
track despite a few hurdles, 
adding that the specifica¬ 
tions of the new trains had 
been modified to also sup¬ 
port sleeper class coaches as 
against only chair-car class 
coaches now. 

“The Delhi-Katra Vande 
Bharat Express has complet¬ 
ed all trials and will be run 
before the festival season be¬ 
gins from October... We have 
made a couple of changes in 
the second rake such as a 
more comfortable seating 
and pantry space,” Mr. Yadav 
said. 

The indigenously manu¬ 
factured train, which is now 
running between Delhi-Vara- 
nasi route, will bring down 


the travel time between Del¬ 
hi and Katra to eight hours 
from 12. 

On the controversy over 
the delay in the manufacture 
of the new Vande Bharat Ex¬ 
press, including allegations 
of malpractices and faulty 
design, Mr. Yadav said, 
“Whenever you do an inno¬ 
vation, the first product is 
likely to face certain issues. 
The first train which was run 
had some teething trou¬ 
bles... the train was good, 
but we are aiming for the 
best.” 

He said the national tran¬ 
sporter had planned to have 
40 rakes of the express by 
2021-22 and that plan re¬ 
mained on track. 


The railways had opened 
bidding for a “propulsion 
equipment” for these new 
rakes in March. While eight 
bids were received, only one 
firm qualified for regular 
orders. 

While evaluating the bids, 
the tender committee, ho¬ 
wever, recommended that 
fresh tenders should be in¬ 
itiated after a review of all 
eligibility conditions “to wi¬ 
den the vendor base and also 
eliminate the clauses that 
may unduly restrict eligibili¬ 
ty,” he said. Mr. Yadav said 
fresh bids would now be 
opened in October and ten¬ 
ders were likely to be award¬ 
ed by January 2020. 

Additionally, with regards 


to alleged vigilance inquiry 
being ordered for the Vande 
Bharat project, the Chair¬ 
man said the inquiry was for 
some “irregularities” found 
at the Integral Coach Factory 
(ICF), but not specific to the 
Vande Bharat Express. 

“We had received com¬ 
plaints about procurement 
and irregularities in the ICF 
in general. In some cases for 
example, the procurement 
rates were much higher than 
the general rates across. So 
the inquiry was for this and 
some irregularities were 
found. So this is being inves¬ 
tigated,” he said, adding that 
the inquiry would be com¬ 
pleted in the next three 
months. 


‘More freight corridors in the pipeline’ 


HOG technology to reduce costs, 
make travel quieter for travellers 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Railways is working on 
three more dedicated freight 
corridors at an estimated 
cost of about ^2.6 lakh crore, 
which will help the national 
transporter to free up the 
current tracks to run enough 
passenger trains so that no 
traveller gets wait-listed. 

Train travellers could ex¬ 
pect to be free of waiting list 
within the four years on the 
two busiest routes of Delhi- 
Mumbai and Delhi-Howrah 
routes, where dedicated 
freight corridors (DFC) con¬ 
struction is under works and 
is expected to be completed 
by 2021, said Railway Board 
Chairman V.K. Yadav. 

“This is our vision. When 
the DFC is completed.... the 
existing Delhi-Mumbai and 
Delhi-Howrah route will be 


The Railways on Tuesday 
said it would move to a HOG 
system or Head on 
Generation technology for 
powering of trains, a move 
which will make the train 
journey quieter for 
travellers and more 
economical for the carrier. 


completely free of freight. 
Then we will be able to run 
passenger trains on demand. 
The work to upgrade [train 
speed] on the route to 160 
kmph has already been sanc¬ 
tioned and will be done in 
the next four years,” he said. 

“In the next four years, we 


“The power generator 
cars which used to make 
huge noise and emit fumes 
will no more be there. In 
HOG, the power will be 
drawn from the overhead 
electric supply,” Member, 
Rolling Stock, Rajesh 
Agarwal said. 


will run freight and passen¬ 
ger trains on demand and 
this means we will meet traf¬ 
fic requirements. On these 
routes, in the next four years 
there will be no waiting.” 

He also said work on the 
North-South (Delhi-Chen- 
nai), East-West (Mumbai- 


Howrah) and East Coast 
(Kharagpur-Vijayawada) DFC 
was under way and the final 
location survey would be 
completed in the next one 
year. The three DFCs would 
be around 6,000-km long 
and would be commissioned 
in the next 10 years. As per 
the preliminary report, the 
cost of the projects is esti¬ 
mated to be Z2.6 lakh crore. 

“When this is done we will 
have a lot of capacity and we 
will be able to run a lot of 
trains. So, by the time we 
have enough capacity we 
should be able to introduce 
private operators and corpo¬ 
ratise production units, so 
that technologically ad¬ 
vanced coaches fit to run 
trains at 160 kmph are availa¬ 
ble in the country and we are 
able to export them as well,” 
Mr. Yadav said. 


Govt.-funded 
NGOs come 
under RTI 
ambit, says SC 

KRISH NADAS RAJ AG OPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Non-governmental organi¬ 
sations (NGOs) “substan¬ 
tially” financed by the go¬ 
vernment fall within the 
ambit of the Right to Infor¬ 
mation Act, the Supreme 
Court held in a judgment 
on Tuesday. 

A Bench of Justices Dee- 
pak Gupta and Aniruddha 
Bose laid down that NGOs 
which receive considerable 
finances from the govern¬ 
ment or are essentially de¬ 
pendent on the govern¬ 
ment fall under the 
category of “public author¬ 
ity” defined in Section 2(h) 
of the Right to Information 
(RTI) Act of 2005. 

This means that they 
have to disclose vital infor¬ 
mation, ranging from fi¬ 
nances to hierarchy to de¬ 
cisions to functioning, to 
citizens who apply under 
RTI. An NGO, the court 
said, may also include so¬ 
cieties which are neither 
owned or controlled by the 
government, but if they are 
significantly funded by the 
government, directly or in¬ 
directly, they come under 
the RTI Act. 

The court defined “sub¬ 
stantial” as a “large 
portion.” 

“It does not necessarily 
have to mean a major por¬ 
tion or more than 50%. No 
hard and fast rule can be 
laid down in this regard. 
Substantial financing can 
be both direct or indirect,” 
Justice Gupta wrote in the 
judgment. 

If government gives land 
in a city free of cost or on 
heavy discount to hospi¬ 
tals, educational institu¬ 
tions or any such body, this 
in itself could also be sub¬ 
stantial financing, the judg¬ 
ment explained. 



WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 


TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over 
central Maharashtra, Konkan, Goa, coastal Andhra Pradesh, east¬ 
ern Uttar Pradesh, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Gujarat, Telan- 
gana, Karnataka, Tamilnadu and Puducherry 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..33.6.. 

..27.0 

Kozhikode. 

.... 2.0.. 

..32.3.. 

..24.4 

Ahmedabad.... 


..33.0.. 

..25.8 

Kurnool. 

.. 19.2.. 

..27.3.. 

..23.7 

Aizawl. 

.... 4.0.. 

..29.1.. 

..11.9 

Lucknow. 

.... 1.4.. 

..33.4.. 

..25.5 

Allahabad. 

.. 12.0.. 

..32.3.. 

..26.0 

Madurai. 

.. 13.8.. 

..34.6.. 

..23.2 

Bengaluru . 

.... 0.2.. 

..26.2.. 

..20.2 

Mangaluru. 


..29.5.. 

..23.5 

Bhopal. 

.. 24.4.. 

..27.5.. 

..23.9 

Mumbai. 

....4.8.. 

..30.0.. 

..26.2 

Bhubaneswar.. 

.. 11.2.. 

..34.2.. 

..25.9 

Mysuru. 


..29.7.. 

..20.6 

Chandigarh .... 


..33.5.. 

..24.6 

New Delhi. 


..36.8.. 

..27.5 

Chennai. 

.... 3.7.. 

..33.4.. 

..24.2 

Patna . 


..32.6.. 

..26.6 

Coimbatore.... 

.... 1.5.. 

..31.6.. 

..23.0 

Port Blair. 

.... 4.5.. 

..28.6.. 

..24.2 

Dehradun. 


..32.4.. 

..23.2 

Puducherry. 

.... 1.4.. 

..32.8.. 

..22.8 

Gangtok. 

.. 24.8.. 

..19.5.. 

..17.2 

Pune. 

.... O.7.. 

..26.7.. 

..21.4 

Goa. 

.. 14.6.. 

..30.6.. 

..24.1 

Raipur. 

..49.2.. 

..34.4.. 

..25.8 

Guwahati. 

.. 18.6.. 

..32.5.. 

..25.2 

Ranchi. 


..32.6.. 

..23.6 

Hubballi. 


..28.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.... O.7.. 

..25.3.. 

..17.0 

Hyderabad. 


..32.2.. 

..23.8 

Shimla. 


..25.0.. 

..15.3 

Imphal. 

.. 24.2.. 

..30.9.. 

..20.5 

Srinagar. 


..30.8.. 

..12.0 

Jaipur. 


..36.4.. 

..26.8 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... O.3.. 

..31.7.. 

..24.5 

Kochi. 

.. 18.0.. 

..30.4.. 

..24.8 

Tiruchi. 

.. 11.2.. 

..33.5.. 

..24.0 

Kohima. 

.. 26.2.. 

..24.8.. 

..17.8 

Vijayawada. 

.... 1.2.. 

..32.6.. 

..27.5 

Kolkata . 


..34.6.. 

..27.3 

Visakhapatnam. 


..33.6.. 

..27.4 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. '81 240 55 ....73 ...94 ....■ 

Bengaluru.2 ...6 59 ..449 - ....■ 

Chennai.7 .11 96 ....41 - ....■ 

Delhi.8 .81 26 ..128 .199 ....■ 

Hyderabad.48 .28 15 ....77 ...97 ....■ 

Kolkata.7 .19 .9 ....50 ...61 ....■ 

Lucknow.4 .32 52 ....75 - ....■ 

Mumbai.12 .41 12 ....47 ...81 ....■ 

Pune.74 ...8 66 ....38 ...38 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam ...- .32 19 ....73 ...84 ....■ 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 
4.00 p.m., Chandrapur, 
Maharashtra recorded an 
overall air quality index 
(AQI) score of 242 
indicating a hazardous level 
of pollution. In contrast, 
Damoh, Madhya Pradesh 
recorded a healthy AQI 
score of 28. 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Admission to the PhD Programme at B |U| B p 

HSc, NTs, IISERs and Central Universities (A feii"hlStt l Su,h 

for Research in Frontier Areas of Science and Technology MHRD) 


Notification for selections in December 2019 


Online applications are invited from eligible candidates from Institutes/Universities 
recognized in India for the Ph.D programme under PMRF scheme at MSc, NTs, IISERs 
and Central Universities (which are among the top 100 NIRF ranked universities). 

The online application portal will remain open till 15 th October, 2019. 


For Eligibility, Details and Application Process: Please visit https://dec2019.pmrf.in 


Navy plans to seek a rise in 
its share of defence budget 


First woman Naval Attache 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Navy will seek an in¬ 
crease in its share of the de¬ 
fence budget which has gone 
down over the years. Navy 
Vice Chief Vice Admiral Ash- 
ok Kumar said on Tuesday. 

“We will certainly seek 
more money. One of the 
challenges is to meet our as¬ 
pirations with the available 
budget. Our endeavour is to 
ask for a greater share of the 
capital budget within the de¬ 
fence services budget which 
has dropped in the last 6-7 
years,” he said. 

“Share of the Navy was 
18% of the Defence budget in 
2012-13. Today it stands at 
about 13.66%,” Vice Adm. 
Kumar said responding to 
questions from the media. 

The aim was to convince 
the powers that be to en¬ 
hance this to share to 18- 
20%, he stated. 



The first woman defence 
attache from the Navy 
would be taking charge in a 
month, Navy sources said. 

“A woman Navy officer 
will take over as the Deputy 
Naval Attache at our 
embassy at Moscow in 
Russia in a month,” a Navy 
source said. The officer 


He was speaking at a cur¬ 
tain raiser event for three 
major events lined up on 
September 28 in Mumbai. 

Three landmark events 

“Three landmark events are 
planned on September 28. 
Commissioning of second 
Scorpene submarine Khan- 
deri, launch of the first P-17A 
frigate Nilgiri and commis¬ 
sioning of largest dry dock 



could be the rank of a 
Commander or a 
Lieutenant Commander. 

Last week, Wing 
Commander Anjali Singh 
had become the country’s 
first woman officer to be 
posted as a military 
diplomat at an Indian 
mission abroad. 


the Indian Navy,” Vice Admi¬ 
ral Kumar said, adding with 
this the Navy's reach and 
combat sustenance would 
go up tremendously. 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh will preside over the 
events. He will later proceed 
to Goa. 

Khanderi was launched 
into the water in January 
2017 and has since been un¬ 
dergoing a series of trials. 




NATIONAL BIODIVERSITY 
AUTHORITY 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
5th Floor, TICEL Bio Park, CSIR Road, Taramant 
CHENNAI -600 113. 

Ph: 044-22542777, Fax: 044-22541200 _ 

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE 

Applications are invited for filling up the following post on 
deputation basis in National Biodiversity Authority (NBA}, 
Chennai from eligible candidates. 

PRIVATE SECRETARY TO SECRETARY NBA - Group-B 
Pay Matrix — Level* 7 (Rs. 44,900*142,400). 

Last Date of receipt of application is 45 days from the date of 
publication of notice in the Employment News date 14.09.2019. 
For detailed advertisement please refer to NBA website: 

www.nbaindia.org_Administrative Officer, NBA 




XAVIER UNIVERSITY BHUBANESWAR 


EXCELLENCE & INTEGRITY BSH 


ESI 


Advantages 


• Excellent 
Academic/Learning 
Experience. 

• Globally/Industry 
aligned Curriculum. 

• Eminent and 
Committed Faculty. 

• Top Ranked 
Programs. 

• Excellent 
Infrastructure with 
Green Campuses. 

• International 
Collaboration and 
Student Exchange. 

• Career Advisory 
Services. 

• Educational Loan 
Facility. 


Eligibility and 
other details and 
Online Application Form 
at: 

www.xub.edu.in 


Invites applications for Admissions to 
P.G. & Doctoral Programs - 2020 

Xavier Institute of Management (XIMB) Xavier School of Human Resource 


• MBA in Business Management (MBA-BM) 

• International Master’s Program 
in Management (MBA-Global) 

• One-Year MBA in Business Management 
for Executives (EMBA-BM) 

• One-Year MBA in Business Analytics 
for Executives (EMBA-BA) 

Xavier School of Sustainability (XSOS) 

• MBA in Sustainability Management (MBA-SM) 
Xavier School of Commerce (XSC) 

• Master of Business Finance (MBF) 

Xavier School of Computer 
Science & Engineering (XCOMP) 

• Master of Technology in Data Science & 
Analytics (MTech-DSA) 

• Master of Technology in Artificial 
Intelligence (MTech-AI) 

School of Government and 
Public Affairs (SGPA) 

• Master of Public Policy 

[with concentration in Business] (MPP) 
Xavier-Emlyon Business School (XEBS) 

• Global MBA 

• Global MBA (M.Sc.-Track) 


Management (XAHR) 

• MBA in Human Resource Management 
(MBA-HRM) 

• One-Year Postgraduate Program in 
Human Resource Management for 
Working Executives (ECHR) 

Xavier School of Rural 

Management (XSRM) 

• MBA in Rural Management 
(MBA-RM) 

Xavier School of Human 

Settlements (XAHS) 

• MBA in Urban Management 
and Governance (MBA-UMG) 

• Master of Urban and Regional Planning 
(MURP) 

Xavier School of Communications 

(XCOMM) 

• Master of Mass Communication 
(MA-MC) 

• Masterof Advertising and Public 
Relations (MA-ADV & PR) 

Xavier School of Economics (XSE) 

• Master of Economics (MSc-Economics) 


■ For Doctoral Programs visit: www.xub.edu.in/doctoral-programs.html 

CAT/XAT/GMAT/X-GMT scores are used for shortlisting candidates for our PG programs in 
Management. NMAT by GMAC scores are also accepted for MBA-HRM, MBA-RM, MBA- 
SM, MBA-UMG and MBF programs. XLRI or IIMs have no role either in the selection 
process or in the conduct of the programs. 


LAST DATE | Programs: PG (MBA/MBF) - Dec 9,2019; PG (Others) - May 31,2020; PhD - Feb 28,2020 
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Fire to fuel 


India must brace for the impact of oil supply 
cuts after the drone attacks in Saudi Arabia 

T he immediate impact of last week’s drone attacks 
on the Saudi Aramco-owned Khurais oilfield and 
Abqaiq oil processing facility has been the sus¬ 
pension of more than half of Saudi Arabia’s daily crude 
oil output, thereby affecting contribution to global sup¬ 
ply. While the Saudis have restored a portion of the sup¬ 
ply that was hit, the sudden disruption resulted in the 
highest spike (nearly 20%) in Brent crude prices in 
more than a decade before the U.S. President’s state¬ 
ment that America would release some of its strategic 
reserves resulted in the price easing back to $66 per 
barrel (a 10% increase over the day). While the Houthi 
militia fighting Yemen’s Saudi Arabia-backed govern¬ 
ment in a four-year-long civil war claimed responsibility 
for the attacks, the U.S. has suggested that Iran was res¬ 
ponsible for them. After a belligerent statement that the 
U.S. was “locked and loaded” to respond to this alleged 
provocation from Iran, Mr. Trump suggested that he 
was still trying to draw the Iranians to make a deal over 
their nuclear programme. Iran’s response has been to 
dismiss the allegations accompanied by a refusal to talk 
on the U.S.’s terms. Yet, for all his bluster and erratic 
policy decisions, Mr. Trump has sought to avoid conflict 
or to engage in new military adventures - an opening 
Iran must seize and work toward de-escalation through 
diplomacy. Meanwhile, the Saudis must halt their Ye¬ 
men intervention and leave it to the UN to broker peace 
in a battered country. The Saudi-led military campaign, 
buttressed with logistics support from the U.S. and the 
U.K., has only brought a stalemate in Yemen, while es¬ 
calating the conflict to include energy supply targets 
that the world had imagined to be secure. 

The sudden disruption of global crude oil supply is 
the unintended consequence of the unravelling of the 
painstakingly crafted P5+l+EU-Iran nuclear deal, the 
Saudis’ reckless adventure in Yemen and the Iranian 
empowerment of its proxies in West Asia as a response. 
This development is bound to affect several emerging 
economies, including India’s. The Union Petroleum Mi¬ 
nistry has sought to allay fears of a supply cut by relay¬ 
ing messages of assurance from Aramco officials, but 
there is already an indication that crude prices would 
rise further due to an increase in the risk premium, 
leading to increased fuel pump costs. With India im¬ 
porting more than two-thirds of its oil from West Asia, a 
price surge is expected to impact the current account, 
and will result in further currency depreciation as was 
the case on Monday. Higher fuel costs and the imported 
inflation could also hurt the consumer at a time of a 
slowdown in the economy. The government should be 
prepared to handle the fallout with steps such as re¬ 
evaluating the excise duties on petroleum products. 

Deadly spread 

Overcoming ‘vaccine hesitancy’ can reduce 
the global spread of measles infection 

W ith a 30% increase in measles cases world¬ 
wide in 2018, the World Health Organization, 
in January 2019, included ‘vaccine hesitancy’ 
as one of the 10 threats to global health this year. The 
threat from vaccine hesitancy, which is defined as the 
“reluctance or refusal to vaccinate despite the availabil¬ 
ity of vaccines”, only appears to have grown more 
dangerous to public health. After a surge in measles cas¬ 
es in 2018, there have been around 3,65,000 measles 
cases reported from 182 countries in the first six 
months of 2019. The biggest increase, of 900% in the 
first six months this year compared with the same pe¬ 
riod last year, has been from the WHO African region, 
with the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Madagas¬ 
car and Nigeria accounting for most cases. There has 
been a sharp increase in the WHO European region too 
with 90,000 cases recorded in the first six months - 
more than the numbers recorded for the whole of 2018. 
The infection spread in the European region has been 
unprecedented in recent years - 1,74,000 cases from 
49 of the 53 countries between January 2018 and June 
2019. Last month the U.K., Greece, the Czech Republic 
and Albania lost their measles elimination status. 

A 2018 report on vaccine confidence among the Eu¬ 
ropean Union member states shows why vaccine cover¬ 
age has not been increasing in the European region to 
reach over 90% to offer protection even to those not 
vaccinated. It found younger people (18-34 years) and 
those with less education are less likely to agree that the 
measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine is safe. Ac¬ 
cording to a March 2019 report, only 52% respondents 
from 28 EU member states agree that vaccines are defi¬ 
nitely effective in preventing diseases, while 33% felt 
they were probably effective. More alarming is that 48% 
of the respondents believed that vaccines cause serious 
side effects and 38% think vaccines actually cause the 
disease that they are supposed to protect against. A 
striking similarity was seen in India too. A 2018 study 
found low awareness to be the main reason why 45% of 
children missed different vaccinations in 121 Indian dis¬ 
tricts that have higher rates of unimmunised children. 
While 24% did not get vaccinated due to apprehension 
about adverse effects, 11% were reluctant to get immu¬ 
nised for reasons other than fear of adverse effects. 
Thus, much work remains to be done to address misin¬ 
formation. With social media playing a crucial role in 
spreading vaccine disinformation, the commitment by 
Facebook to “reduce distribution” of vaccine misinfor¬ 
mation will be helpful in winning the war against vac¬ 
cine deniers. Measles vaccine not only provides lifelong 
protection against the virus but also reduces mortality 
from other childhood infections. This is because meas¬ 
les viruses kill immune cells, leaving the child vulnera¬ 
ble to infectious diseases for two to three years. 


Red Sea redlines and Yemen’s inflection point 

The civil war may have entered its endgame, crossing two watersheds which could cast a shadow over Indian interests 



MAHESH SACHDEV 


Y emen is in the south-west 
corner of the Arabian Penin¬ 
sula. Though most Yemenis 
vouch for national unity, the 
northern and southern parts of 
the country are two distinct enti¬ 
ties. While the north is hilly and 
fertile and has some oil reserves, 
the southern part is mostly desert. 
The country has a population of 
around 27 million, with most living 
in the north. With GDP per capita 
of $944, which is less than half of 
India’s, Yemen’s poverty is a sharp 
contrast to the oil-riches of her 
northern neighbours. 

The country is a tribal society 
with a strong sense of identity and 
kinship. While almost all Yemenis 
are Muslims, the population in the 
north is mostly Zaidi which is clos¬ 
er to the Shia sect followed in Iran. 
The southerners are mostly Sunnis 
akin to a majority of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) citi¬ 
zens. While the north remains 
rooted in esoteric Zaidi traditions, 
the south which was colonised by 
the British to protect the sea route 
to India became relatively more 
westernised. South Yemen also 
had close links with India - the Ni¬ 
zam of Hyderabad relied on troops 
from Hadhramaut and the founder 
of Reliance Industries, Dhirubhai 
Ambani, began his career in Aden. 

A history of conflict 

The roots of the current imbroglio 
can be traced to the 1930s when 
north Yemen’s Imam ceded to the 
resurgent Kingdom of Saudi Ara¬ 
bia three provinces that many Ye¬ 
menis still considered theirs. In 
the 1960s, north Yemen passed 
through a six-year-long civil war 
between the Imam’s fighters with 
Saudi support, against the Repu¬ 
blican forces backed by Egypt. The 
civil war resulted in formation of 


Yemen Arab Republic in 1968; it al¬ 
so established a quasi-tradition of 
foreign dabbling in Yemeni 
politics. 

A united Republic of Yemen was 
finally established in 1990. In 1994, 
a section of the south tried to se¬ 
cede, but the insurrection was put 
down after a short civil war. In 
2004, the northern Shia militia 
called “Ansar Allah” began an in¬ 
surgency led by dissident cleric 
Hussein Badreddin al-Houthi, 
head of the Zaidi sect, against Pre¬ 
sident Ali Abdullah Saleh. In No¬ 
vember 2011, the Yemeni Arab 
Spring movement managed to re¬ 
move Saleh who was replaced by 
his southern deputy Abdrabbuh 
Mansour Hadi; Saleh and his clan 
remained influential till his assas¬ 
sination in 2017. The al-Houthis re¬ 
belled against Mr. Hadi, ousting 
him in 2014 and forcing him to flee 
to Riyadh where he currently 
heads an ‘internationally recog¬ 
nised’ but largely ineffective go¬ 
vernment of Yemen. Saudi Arabia, 
apprehensive of an al-Houthi led 
Yemen becoming a surrogate of 
Iran (a regional Shia rival), cob¬ 
bled a military coalition compris¬ 
ing the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Egypt and other Sunni pow¬ 
ers, with Pakistan reluctantly opt¬ 
ing out. This coalition began a mil¬ 
itary campaign (“Operation 
Decisive Storm”) against the al- 
Houthis in March 2015, mostly 
through aerial bombardment, 
with army units supporting Mr. 
Hadi’s forces in southern Yemen; it 
also imposed a naval blockade. 
Four years on, the civil war has 
ground to a stalemate, with the al- 
Houthis hunkering it out in the 
north. The United Nations has de¬ 
scribed Yemen to be currently in 
the grip of the world’s worst hu¬ 
manitarian catastrophe, with over 
11,000 deaths and 3 million inter¬ 
nally displaced. 

During the past month, the Ye¬ 
meni civil war seems to have en¬ 
tered its endgame, crossing two 
watersheds which could cast a sha¬ 
dow over India’s strategic national 
interests. Though both these deve¬ 



lopments were a long-time com¬ 
ing, each arrived with a bang and 
the potential to alter the future 
course of the conflict. 

Drone attacks fallout 

The most significant recent deve¬ 
lopment in the Yemeni war has 
been the coordinated pre-dawn 
drone attacks last Saturday on the 
two Saudi upstream oil facilities at 
Abqaiq and Khurais. Though al- 
Houthi militia claimed responsibil¬ 
ity, the details (10 drones were 
said to have engaged 17 targets) 
and sophistication (accurate hits 
nearly 1,300 km away from the Ye- 
meni-Saudi border) leaves many 
questions unanswered. The 
strikes managed to put 5.7 million 
barrels per day of crude produc¬ 
tion out of action - over half of 
Saudi output and nearly 5% of glo¬ 
bal supplies. This caused an un¬ 
precedented 19% initial surge in oil 
prices on Monday, with Brent 
crude topping $71 a barrel. In a 
worst case scenario of the hostili¬ 
ties escalating or long-term derail¬ 
ment of Saudi production, oil pric¬ 
es could rise above $100 a barrel. 
These game-changing attacks not 
only mark a dramatic escalation of 
the conflict but also showcase the 
efficacy of an asymmetric warfare. 
With most hydrocarbon assets in 
the Gulf region currently defence¬ 
less against such attacks, this vul¬ 
nerability is a foretaste of any fu¬ 
ture conflict in this tension-prone 
region. 

The second development has 
been the growing rift within the 
Saudi-led coalition. In July 2019, 
the UAE announced a drawdown 
of its forces from Yemen where 


they have anchored the coalition 
ground forces. By the end of Au¬ 
gust, Yemeni government forces 
were compelled to withdraw from 
southern port of Aden leaving it to 
the UAE-backed units of the South¬ 
ern Transitional Council (STC), 
formed in mid-2017. 

The STC calls for an indepen¬ 
dent South Yemen and is vehe¬ 
mently against the presence of Is¬ 
lamists in Yemen such as Islah 
party (member of Saudi-led coali¬ 
tion), al-Qaeda in the Arabian Pe¬ 
ninsula and the Islamic State. The 
UAE is estimated to have trained 
and equipped thousands of fight¬ 
ers for the STC and other Yemeni 
militias. Abu Dhabi has also been 
expanding its strategic presence in 
neighbouring Eritrea and Somali¬ 
land. 

Many observers foresee the cur¬ 
rent civil war coagulating into a de 
facto division of the Republic of 
Yemen roughly along the pre-1990 
border: between an al-Houthi-led 
north and an STC-dominated 
south. Yemeni re-partition, if real¬ 
ised, may strongly impact the in- 
tra- and inter-state dynamics from 
Yemen itself to Yemen-Saudi ties 
and to the UAE-Iran-Saudi Arabia 
triangle. Riyadh’s inability to at¬ 
tain its objectives in Yemen - des¬ 
pite enormous military resources 
at its disposal - may have long¬ 
term consequences, possibly mak¬ 
ing it more reliant on the large 
Sunni states such as Pakistan and 
Egypt. If a viable South Yemeni 
state takes shape, the STC’s sym¬ 
biotic ties with the UAE would put 
Abu Dhabi in the driving seat 
along the geo-strategic Bab al-Man- 
deb Strait - a choke point connect¬ 
ing the Arabian Sea with the Red 
Sea onwards to the Suez Canal. 

Indian interests 

These two aforementioned deve¬ 
lopments are significant as most of 
India’s west-bound sea trade pass¬ 
es through Bab al Mandeb. India, 
therefore, needs to watch the 
evolving situation carefully and re¬ 
vive long-standing ties with the 
emerging stakeholders in Yemen, 


particularly along the southern 
coastal belt. The weekend’s drone 
attacks on Saudi oil facilities, too, 
have direct and serious implica¬ 
tions for India as world’s third lar¬ 
gest crude importer (with Saudi 
Arabia supplying nearly a fifth). 
The oil price surge hits India pre¬ 
cisely when the economy is alrea¬ 
dy struggling. A rise of oil price by 
even a dollar raises India’s annual 
oil bill by $1.5 billion, the country 
having spent $112 billion on crude 
imports in 2018-19. 

A highly volatile oil market and 
a tense regional situation would al¬ 
so affect India’s thriving economic 
engagements as well as its man¬ 
power there. Additionally, the at¬ 
tacks could affect Saudi Aramco’s 
ongoing negotiations of two major 
upstream investments in India to¬ 
talling over $30 billion with Re¬ 
liance Industries and the pro¬ 
posed Ratnagiri Refinery, 
respectively. In view of direct ne¬ 
gative fallout on our interests, In¬ 
dia has rightly condemned the Ab- 
qaiq-Khurais attacks. Further, it 
needs to take evasive actions in or¬ 
der to avoid being trapped in the 
worst case scenario; such steps 
could include frontloading India’s 
biofuel programme, expanding its 
strategic petroleum reserves and 
diversifying its crude sources away 
from the West Asia. 

At a different level, drones 
could emerge as a weapon of 
choice for motley anti-Indian non¬ 
state actors. Indeed, many of them 
are no worse than the al-Houthis 
in their resourcefulness and fo¬ 
reign sponsorships. Much of our 
infrastructure could be vulnerable 
to copy-cat attacks using such af¬ 
fordable and effective platforms 
available virtually off-the-shelf in¬ 
ternationally. India’s defence and 
security experts need to urgently 
devise counter measures to miti¬ 
gate such vulnerabilities. 


Mahesh Sachdev is a former Indian 
Ambassador to Algeria , Norway and 
Nigeria , all major oil exporters. He 
currently heads Eco-Diplomacy and 
Strategies, New Delhi 


In Kashmir, shaking the apple tree 

The question is whether the dilution of Article 370 changes anything on the ground in Jammu and Kashmir 



TABISH KHAIR 


I f I did not have a Muslim name, 
I might have written this article 
a bit differently. But given my 
name, there are certain things I 
cannot say anymore. For instance, 
I cannot talk of the matter that 
concerns me here in terms of hu¬ 
man rights or the Indian Constitu¬ 
tion. To do so would be to invite 
crude invective questioning of my 
genuine and deep love for India. 

Hence, I do not ask if Article 370 
was justified and I do not ask if its 
dilution by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government was con¬ 
stitutional. I do not even ask if our 
past and current treatment of the 
Kashmiri people, both Muslim and 
Hindu, has been defensible. In¬ 
stead, I ask the only question per¬ 
mitted to me today because of my 
name: will it work? 

Human rights minefield 

I also ask this question on the basis 
of a perception shared by most In¬ 
dians, including many Muslims: 
that the ‘Kashmir problem’ was 
stuck in a quagmire, and any at¬ 
tempt to solve it is welcome. As an 
Indian Muslim, obviously, I believe 
that Kashmir is an integral part of 


my country. In the past, I would 
have added that, alas, what mat¬ 
ters is not what I believe but what 
Kashmiris believe. That, however, 
would be a matter of human 
rights, and I have vowed not to en¬ 
ter any such minefield. 

Hence, from a purely Indian 
perspective, the BJP government 
may be congratulated for having 
taken a bold step. It has definitely 
shaken the apple tree of Kashmir. 
All I want to consider now is 
whether we are going to enjoy an 
unexpected harvest of apples, or 
be concussed in the downpour? 
The dilution of Article 370 has ful¬ 
ly inserted our part of Kashmir in¬ 
to India, dissolving its problematic 
ambiguous status. But has it 
changed anything on the ground? 

The problems of alienation 
among Kashmiris, militancy, and 
cross-border support of militants 
remain intact. These might wor¬ 
sen. There are only two ways they 
can be partly solved: either by a 
demographic reshaping of Kash¬ 
mir and the invasion of Pakistan- 
occupied Kashmir (PoK), or by 
winning over Kashmiri hearts. The 
former option has been dismissed 
by the Indian state, but even if it 
were to be adopted, it would in¬ 
volve mutating war, and make our 
region the most likely flashpoint 
for the next global conflagration. 

The second option - winning 
over Kashmiri hearts - is not pos¬ 
sible as long as curfews, etc. conti¬ 
nue and leaders who can mediate 



between Kashmiris and India are 
locked up. Initially, curfew and a 
media blackout might have saved a 
few lives by providing time for 
tempers to cool down. But the fact 
that they are still substantially in 
place is problematic, and leads to 
dangerous gossip-mongering. Si¬ 
milarly, kicking out the Kashmiri 
leadership with the claim that it is 
corrupt is not enough. More so, 
because if all these leaders had 
just exploited Kashmiris then 
there would have been no need to 
lock them up: Kashmiris would 
not have listened to them anyway. 
India desperately needs to find 
credible interlocutors in Kashmir. 
This is going to be more difficult 
than in the past. 

Unsettled border 

Also, the borders of Kashmir stay 
unresolved. My moderate Hindut- 
va friends tell me that, having 
gained full control of our Kashmir, 
the BJP government will now let 


the current borders become per¬ 
manent. I find this a naive or dis¬ 
honest supposition. I am very sure 
that, sooner or later, there will be 
internal pressure on the BJP to 
take PoK, not to mention external 
pressure by PoK-based militants. 
Hindutva supporters might over¬ 
look the parts occupied by China, 
but they won’t give up on PoK. The 
matter remains as unsettled as be¬ 
fore, and more volatile. 

To change anything on the 
ground, without the option of de¬ 
mographic colonisation, we need 
to think of how to treat Kashmiris. 
Now that they are indubitably In¬ 
dian citizens, we need to treat 
them like Indian citizens. This 
would include, among other 
things, not firing pellet guns at 
their demonstrations - just as pel¬ 
let guns are not used on protests 
by Indian citizens. Is this possible? 

One argument against the form¬ 
er status quo is that Kashmir was a 
State where only some politically 
empowered families benefited 
economically in the past. The dilu¬ 
tion of Article 370 is supposed to 
change that. But this will only hap¬ 
pen if economic development in 
Kashmir involves the Kashmiri pe¬ 
ople, and this is possible only if 
Kashmiris have the socio-political 
space potentially available to all 
Indian citizens. Otherwise, a super 
class of extra-state economic be¬ 
neficiaries will replace the sup¬ 
posed current class of in-state be¬ 
neficiaries. 


We know from our past expe¬ 
rience of colonisation in India that 
this leads to greater exploitation 
and alienation. 

In terms of international rela¬ 
tions, India’s vast economic poten¬ 
tial and Pakistan’s post-1980s his¬ 
tory of tinkering with Islamist 
militancy have combined to mute 
international criticism of what is 
happening in Kashmir. But this is 
unlikely to last if any major act of 
violence occurs in Kashmir, unfor¬ 
tunately a likelihood given internal 
Hindutva pressures for a ‘mascu¬ 
line’ resolution and the external 
shift of the centre of Islamic jiha- 
dism from the Afghanistan border 
to the Indian one. The latter is also 
a tragedy because, largely thanks 
to the work of Muslim moderates, 
the ideology of global jihadism 
had been waning among disillu¬ 
sioned youths over the past five to 
six years. 

In short, the dilution of Article 
370 was bold in the context of 
Kashmir but not really bold in the 
context of India, because most In¬ 
dians wanted it. For the Kashmir 
problem to be resolved, the Indian 
government will now have to take 
steps that are bold in the context 
of India too - steps that will cost 
them some support in India. Does 
the government or the BJP have 
the vision and courage to take 
such steps? 


Tabish Khair is an Indian novelist and 
academic who works in Denmark 
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Language and unity 

The theory of one nation, 
one language will not work 
in India as there are several 
‘mother tongues’ to which 
their speakers attach 
greater importance. 
Language is not only a 
medium of communication, 
but it is the soul or spirit 
that the speakers express 
their feelings and emotions 
inherited over the 
millennia. In the United 
States and the United 
Kingdom, English is the 
prime language; is it the 
language alone that binds 
their nations? It is their 
culture and national 
outlook that unites them 
despite differences in race, 
religion and status. 

It is not want of a single 
language that stands in the 



way of unity in India, but it 
is the diabolic caste system, 
deep-rooted prejudices, 
discrimination, 
untouchability, economic 
and social disparities and 
corruption that divide India 
even after 73 years of 
Independence. So we must 
first set our house in order, 
and not project a particular 
language predominantly 
just because it is spoken by 
many. 

It is good for a citizen in 
India to know his ‘mother 
tongue’ or local language, 
English and Hindi. 
Language learning must 
come spontaneously and 
volitionally - not through 
compulsion, direct or 
indirect. 

M. Govindaswamy, 

Chennai 



All is well? 

The decision to detain 
former Union Minister and 
Jammu and Kashmir Chief 
Minister Farooq Abdullah, 
who also represents 
Srinagar in the Lok Sabha, 
under the stringent Public 
Safety Act has sent out a 
clear signal that the 
crackdown in Jammu and 
Kashmir is far removed 
from being eased; it is only 
showing signs of turning 
more severe (Page 1, 
“Farooq Abdullah detained 
under PSA, his house 
declared a jail”, September 
17). Are there signs that the 
move is intended to silence 
Dr. Abdullah who has been 
a vocal critic of the 
measures initiated in 
Jammu and Kashmir by the 
Central government? 



Ironically, the Act in 
question was the brainchild 
of Dr. Abdullah’s father, 
Sheikh Abdullah, and 
brought in for a different 
reason - to prevent timber 
smuggling and keep 
smugglers in prison. 

C.V. Aravind, 

Bengaluru 

Court and data 

If the judiciary is to endorse 
the position of the Central 
government whose strategy 
is to establish superiority 
through an information 
blackout as far as Jammu 
and Kashmir is concerned, 
what happens to the 
credible vision of the 
institution? The facts on the 
ground do not tally with 
what is being presented as 
data. If everything is fine. 


“where not a bullet has 
been fired after August 5”, 
to cite the Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta and which is 
also an attempt to show 
that there is impeccable 
behaviour, why are law 
makers under house arrest? 

Ilanko Xavier M., 

Pune 

Bengal famine 

The Bengal famine, that 
claimed millions of lives, 
was orchestrated by the 
colonial government’s 
egregious acts of omission 
and commission (OpEd 
page, “The preventable 
Bengal famine”, September 
17). On a par with the 
Holocaust for its 
inhumanity, the Bengal 
famine, however, remains 
hidden in the obscure 



corners of history books. 
Western historians wanted 
to hide the harsh fact that a 
liberal democracy that took 
pride in the enlightenment 
values such as rationality 
and humanitarianism 
perpetrated a hideous 
crime against humanity. 
Britain should demonstrate 
the humility to apologise. 
The disturbing fact that 
greedy Indian farmers and 
corrupt bureaucrats also 
were complicit in the 
famine could be the reason 
why Indian historians failed 
to effectively project the 
Bengal famine as a dark 
chapter in the colonial 
project. 

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN, 
Thiruvananthapuram 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 
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What Puranic historians won’t accept 

The oldest horse-drawn spoked-wheel war chariot in the world is younger than the Harappan civilisation 




DEVDUTT PATTANAIK 


A study has shown that there is no 
evidence of Steppe genes in Harappa 
according to analysis of DNA found 
in Rakhigarhi. This has led to the 
claim that Harappan civilisation was 
indigenous, 100% Indian, not shaped 
by any foreign influence whatsoever. 

Since many Puranic historians are 
convinced Rakhigarhi was Vedic, it 
could follow that the Vedas had no 
foreign influence either. Puranic his¬ 
torians have dated the Vedas, based 
on internal astronomical evidence, 
to 7,000 BCE (9,000 years ago), the 
events of the Ramayana to 5,000 
BCE (7,000 years ago) and the Ma- 
habharata war at Kurukshetra to 
3,000 BCE (5,000 years ago). They 
are convinced the Vedas shaped the 
Sindhu-Saraswati civilisation which, 
according to archaeologists, waxed 
from 2,500 BCE (4,500 years ago) 
and waned by 1,900 BCE (3,900 
years ago). 

Horse, chariot and a civilisation 

But there is only one problem. Ac¬ 
cording to archaeologists, the horse 
was only domesticated 5,000 years 
ago, in Eurasia. The spoked-wheel 
chariot was invented in the same re¬ 
gion 4,000 years ago. It was used by 
Hyksos to conquer Egypt 3,600 years 
ago, long after the Harappan civilisa¬ 
tion had waned. The earliest visual 
evidence of archers on chariots rid¬ 
ing into battle involves the Hittites 
and the Egyptians who fought in Kha- 
desh, in what is now Syria, about 
3,300 years ago. In other words, the 
oldest horse-drawn spoked-wheel 
war chariot in the world is younger 
than the Harappan civilisation. 

How then can the Vedas, the Ra¬ 
mayana and the Mahabharata which, 
according to Puranic historians, pre¬ 
date the Harappan civilisation alrea¬ 
dy have knowledge of horse-drawn 
spoked-wheel war chariots? The Ve¬ 
das adore horses and speak of Indra 
riding spoked-wheel chariots. Rama 
rode one out of Ayodhya and Krishna 
served as charioteer in another. How 
is that possible? Is there a global con- 
+ spiracy to deny that horses and 


spoked-wheel chariots were part of 
Indian civilisation over 9,000 years 
ago? Puranic historians insist Indians 
are victims of a complex Western 
200-year-old conspiracy involving 
hundreds of scientists, historians, 
linguists and archaeologists. Anyone 
who argues otherwise becomes anti¬ 
national. Thus, a gag order is passed. 

As the Puranas inform us, there 
were several kings even before Ra¬ 
ma. His ancestor, Ikshavaku, was the 
son of Manu, who established a civil¬ 
isation after the Great Flood, proba¬ 
bly referring to the Last Ice Age, 
which occurred 12,000 years ago. 
This aligns well with information 
found in the Manusmriti that the 
four ages of man lasted 4,800,3,600, 
2,400 and 1,200 years, making the 
total age 12,000 years, which is half 
the time taken by the sun to travel 
across the 12 houses of the zodiac (27 
nalcshatras), known as The Great 
Year. Of course, none of this has any 
archaeological evidence. But it is in 
the memory of a people, a popular 
truth, favoured by politicians who 
can destroy the careers of journal¬ 
ists, historians and scientists who ar¬ 
gue otherwise. 

Agriculture in India is dated only 
to 7,000 BCE (the age of Rama, ac¬ 
cording to Puranic historians) and ol¬ 
dest pottery in the Gangetic plains is 
dated to 1,000 BCE. But Puranic his¬ 
torians are convinced that there is 
more evidence out there - the arche¬ 
ologists have not yet found it, or 
maybe don’t want to find it, or. 


worse, are hiding it. In America, 
there are ‘White Hippie Brahmins’ 
who have made a lucrative career of 
selling the idea to nostalgic Indians, 
who have given up Indian citizen¬ 
ship, that all of human civilisation 
has its roots in India. Cultural wis¬ 
dom spread via the Vedas, from In¬ 
dia, since the last Ice Age. 

Puranic and Jain history 

But while Puranic history may be 
true, it conflicts with Jain history. 
The Jains say that Nemi-natha was a 
contemporary of Krishna, but he 
lived 84,000 years ago at least. He 
was the 22nd Tirthankara, while Mu- 
nisuvrat-natha (contemporary of 
Ram) was the 20th Tirthankara who 
probably lived in 1,184,980 BCE. The 
first Tirthankara was Rishabha-nath. 
He lived over 84,00,000 years ago, 
as per conservative estimates. Rish¬ 
abha and Nemi names are found in 
the Yajur Veda, revealing that the Ve¬ 
das have memory of these ancient 
sages. Rishabha’s symbol, the bull, 
has been identified in Harappan 
seals (dated to 2,500 BCE by archae¬ 
ologists). His son was Bharat, after 
whom India is called Bharat-varsha. 
His daughters introduced the Brahmi 
script (dated by historians to only 
300 BCE) and decimal system (dated 
by historians to 200 CE). It is not 
clear if Manu came before Rishabha, 
or after. Neither Puranic nor Jain his¬ 
torians seem to agree. Some argue 
that Rishabha was Shiva, or that Shi¬ 
va was Rishabha. But Hindu Puranas 


speak of Shiva’s marriage and entry 
into worldly life, while Jain Puranas 
speak of Rishabha’s renunciation of 
marriage and worldly life. 

Questions about the Vedas 

That the Harappan civilisation was 
totally indigenous is indisputable ac¬ 
cording to current genetic studies. 
But the Vedas? Could they have been 
composed after arrival of Steppe Pas- 
toralists around 1,500 BCE (3,500 
years ago) which aligns with global 
historical timelines? Puranic histor¬ 
ians dismiss the horse-drawn 
spoked-wheel chariot argument, the 
linguistic papers, the archaeological 
readings and genetic research by in¬ 
sisting that Western scholars are in¬ 
terpreting data to suit pre-existing 
hypothesis. After all, the Rig Veda 
does not have any memory of a ho¬ 
meland beyond the Himalayas. 

But the Vedas do not refer to any 
south Indian geography. Does that 
make the Vedas a pan-Indian scrip¬ 
ture, or a north Indian scripture? 
Early Dharma-sutras refer only to the 
Gangetic plains as Arya-varta. Agas- 
tya, a Vedic rishi, migrated to the 
south as per Puranic as well as Tamil 
tales. Kaveri is called Dakshina Gan- 
ga, or Ganga of the south. Does that 
mean only north India, and not all of 
India, is the homeland of Vedas? 
Who decides? Historians or Puranic 
historians? Politicians or scientists? 


Devdutt Pattanailc writes and lectures on 
mythology in modern times 


Pipe dreams, ground reality 

Floodplains and forest aquifers can provide natural 
mineral water and unpolluted bulk water for our cities 



VIKRAM SONI 


Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an¬ 
nounced in July that the government will 
provide piped water to all rural households 
by 2024 under the Jal Jeevan Mission. This 
will be a costly and futile exercise since over 
70% of India’s surface water (rivers and 
lakes) and groundwater is polluted. The plan 
will require digging up the whole country 
and squandering lakhs of crores away for lit¬ 
tle gain. Since surface and groundwater is 
unfit for domestic use, Indians will soon 
need reverse osmosis (RO) for home, which 
will only burden the country’s already ex¬ 
pensive water programme. 

It is then of utmost importance that we 
protect the few unpolluted sources of water 
that remain. Otherwise India will be con¬ 
signed as a nation to drink unhealthy and ex¬ 
pensive RO water. The only unpolluted 
sources of water that remain are the waters 
underlying the floodplains of rivers (for bulk 
water) and the subterranean natural mineral 
water underlying forest tracts (for drinking). 
These must be protected and conserved. 

A local and sustainable scheme 

There are two non-invasive schemes which 
can perennially provide natural mineral wa¬ 
ter and unpolluted bulk water for our cities. 
These are strongly supported by Nobel Lau¬ 
reate A.J. Leggett and renowned scientist 
M.S. Swaminathan. We initiated the Yamuna 
Palla floodplain scheme for Delhi in 2009. It 
has been actively pursued by the Delhi Jal 
Board and provides quality water to more 
than a million people in Delhi. This local and 
sustainable river floodplain scheme can pro¬ 
vide water supply for hundreds of river cities 
in India. It will be pathbreaking not only for 
India, but also the world. It will also yield 
great economic returns. Examples of self- 
sustaining floodplain water cities include Va¬ 
ranasi, Prayagraj, Agra, Mathura, most towns 
in Bihar and West Bengal, Cuttack, Bhuba¬ 
neshwar, Amravati, Vijayawada, Rajahmun- 
dary, and many cities in Tamil Nadu. 

In the fitness of things it would be wonder¬ 
ful if this scheme could be flagged off in the 
Prime Minister’s constituency of Varanasi 
where the floodplain on the eastern flank of 
the river Ganga can locally and perennially 
provide the entire water needs of the city. 

Floodplains can be secured by planting 
organic food forests or fruit forests which 


don’t demand or consume much water. 
Carving out lakes, as has been lately suggest¬ 
ed, would require digging out vast quantities 
of sand. This will affect the wetland ecology 
of the floodplains. It will also cause loss of 
water due to evaporation. 

For unpolluted water 

The other source of unpolluted water is nat¬ 
ural mineral water that underlies forests. 
This water is of the highest international 
quality. Unpolluted rain falls on the forest, 
percolates through the humus or leaf cover 
on the forest floor while picking up nu¬ 
trients, and then through the underlying 
rock while picking up minerals. It finally set¬ 
tles in underground aquifers. This is natural 
mineral water. Since this is high-quality nat¬ 
ural mineral water purely for drinking, we 
need only 2-3 litres a day. Most of the country 
can still source this water. 

All our cities in the sweep of the Western 
and Eastern Ghats have such forest aquifers. 
The hills around Visakhapatnam can provide 
enough water for millions of people. Shimla 
has a forest mineral water sanctuary spread 
over nearby hill ranges. This was set up be¬ 
fore Independence to provide the city with 
water. Bengaluru’s Bannerghatta forest sanc¬ 
tuary and Mumbai’s Sanjay Gandhi National 
Park have underground forest aquifers that 
can supply natural mineral water for the en¬ 
tire population of Bengaluru and Mumbai. 
So can the Delhi Ridge, for Delhi. Even the 
Aravallis can provide the best quality natural 
mineral water to all the cities in Rajasthan. 
However, taking more water than nature can 
recharge every year will be damaging. We 
need healthy and perennial ‘conserve and 
use’ solutions for the future. 

As of now Himalayan mineral water sells 
at Z45 a litre. The forest aquifer scheme can 
provide mineral water countrywide for a bil¬ 
lion people. It can be distributed at nominal 
charge, ^2-3 a litre, through Mother Dairy 
kiosks and other outlets as its total cost 
would be economical compared to bottled 
RO water. 

Most importantly, the water levels of the 
floodplain aquifers need to be monitored 
scrupulously to be well above the river water 
level to avoid contamination by river water. 
We must maintain stable water levels for the 
subterranean forest aquifers to ensure sus¬ 
tainability. We need to declare the flood- 
plains and forest aquifers as water sanctuar¬ 
ies similar to national parks and tiger 
reserves. If not, we will lose this amazing gift 
of natural infrastructure, as has already hap¬ 
pened in some cases. 


Vikram Soni is Emeritus Professor of Physics and 
Ecological Wisdom, Jamia Millia and JNU 


The future of food 
is animal-friendly 

India’s population can benefit from making 
available plant-based and clean meat 


AMBI KA HIRANANDANI 

Food occupies an important place in 
our lives. It nourishes us, gives us 
comfort, heals us, reminds us of 
home, invokes feelings of love, is an 
outlet for our creativity and brings us 
together. Unfortunately, our food sys¬ 
tem is facing monumental challeng¬ 
es. Feeding about 10 billion people by 
2050 with our current agricultural 
practices is almost impossible. 

Our current food system puts un¬ 
due pressure on our resources. This 
point hit home when we watched the 
Amazon rainforest burn mainly as a 
result of action by cattle ranchers 
and loggers. Ranchers set fire to the 
forests so that they can be used for 
cattle grazing. Cattle ranching is res¬ 
ponsible for 80% of the destruction 
of the Amazon. In India too, our for¬ 
ests are being overgrazed by buffa¬ 
loes and goats which are used for dai¬ 
ry or meat. Furthermore, 
greenhouse gas emissions from the 
meat industry are high. 

Problems of the meat industry 

Our food system is extremely ineffi¬ 
cient as we feed grains to cows, goats 
and chickens and then eat the ani¬ 
mals. So, in essence, for every 9 calo¬ 
ries of food fed to a chicken we get 1 
calorie back. Despite the efforts, 
34.7% of Indian children suffer mal¬ 
nutrition. The inefficiency doesn’t 
end there. The meat industry wastes 
a tremendous amount of water too - 
about one-third of the world’s water 
consumption is for producing animal 
products. Niti Aayog has predicted 
that 21 major cities including Delhi, 
Bengaluru, Chennai and Hyderabad 
are going to hit zero groundwater le¬ 
vels by 2020. Antibiotics are used in 
livestock and poultry feed. The 
World Health Organization has said 
that antibiotic resistance is one of the 
biggest threats to global health, food 
security, and development today. 
Perhaps the greatest casualty of the 
meat industry are the animals which 
are crammed into farms, face ex¬ 
treme cruelty during their lives and 
are inhumanely slaughtered. 

As our incomes rise, meat con¬ 
sumption will increase and the pres¬ 



sure on our resources will augment. 
Despite the increased meat produc¬ 
tion, we will continue to be a food-in¬ 
secure nation. 

However, like with all quagmires, 
the human mind has found a solu¬ 
tion, which is to increase the produc¬ 
tion of healthy and nutritious plant- 
based meat and innovate the technol¬ 
ogy to manufacture “cultivated 
meat”, also called clean meat. Clean 
meat is grown in a lab from a small 
sample of cells taken from an animal. 
Both plant-based meat and clean 
meat are free of the negative exter¬ 
nalities that animal meat production 
is responsible for, such as climate 
change. It is also healthier as it is free 
of antibiotics. Impossible Foods and 
Beyond Meat are the biggest compa¬ 
nies in this sector. Beyond Meat 
makes burgers from pea protein and 
had an extremely successful IPO this 
year when it listed on the NASDAQ. 
The Indian company Good Dot has 
just opened six eateries in Mumbai 
and makes everything from a burger 
to plant-based kheema pav. The 
world’s first cell-based meat compa¬ 
ny, Memphis Meats, has been co¬ 
founded by Uma Valeti, a Mayo Clin¬ 
ic-trained cardiologist from Vijayawa¬ 
da. Visionaries such as Bill Gates and 
Richard Branson have invested in 
Memphis Meats. Globally, the Neth¬ 
erlands, the U.S., Israel, Japan and 
Singapore are developing both plant- 
based and clean meat. 

India’s population can benefit 
from making plant-based and clean 
meat available. India is uniquely 
poised to be a leader in this sector as 
crops such as millets, ragi, pulses and 
chickpeas which grow here are ideal 
raw ingredients for plant-based 
meats. Furthermore, it has envi¬ 
sioned the world’s first centre of ex¬ 
cellence for clean meat. This sector 
can alleviate the climate impact of 
the meat industry, augment farmers’ 
incomes, combat malnutrition and 
spare the lives of billions of animals. 
It is time we as a people support it 
and encourage it to flourish. 


Ambilca Hiranandani is a lawyer ; 
environmentalist and animal rights activist 
who works with The Good Food Institute 




DATA POINT 


Crude shock 

Saudi Arabia has halted production of more 
than half of its crude exports after one of 
the world's largest oil processing facilities 
in Abqaiq was attacked on Saturday. The 
export freeze impacts 5% of the world's 
daily crude production, most of which is 
imported by Asian countries. This has Led to 
a massive surge in oil prices and questions 
about supply shortages. A look at India's 
preparedness to deal with the crisis. 

By Vignesh Radhakrishnan & Sumant Sen 


19-year high 

The graph shows the % change in intra-day highs over two successive days 
in Brent Futures, a crude oil benchmark. Last Friday, it touched an intra-day 
high of $60.81 per barrel. On Monday it surged by 18.32% to reach $71.95 
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Dependency factor The graph shows India's crude oil imports 
as a share of the country's total need across years. In FY19, 87% of 
India's crude oil needs was met through imports 



Iraq was India's primary source of crude oil between January and 
July 2019; Saudi Arabia was a close second. The graph shows share 
of India's crude imports by country in this period 
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Contingency measures The graph shows the Location of 
India's strategic oil reserves, their capacity and their current 
storage levels as reported by Reuters on Monday. If filled 
to capacity, they can help meet around 9.5 to 12 days of the 
country's oil needs. They are currently at 55% 
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The graph shows share of commodities compared to India's total 
cost incurred on imports in 2018-19. Crude oil was the biggest 
import component. Reports suggest that a $1 increase in crude 
price may increase the import bill by ?10,700 crore annually 
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Hit 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 18, 1969 

Safety on roads 

(From an Editorial) 

Even though the number of vehicles plying 
in Madras is piffle compared to what obtains 
in other metropolises like New York, Tokyo, 
London, Paris and Rome the death rate on 
Madras roads is among the highest in the 
world. This is mainly because of lack of dis¬ 
cipline on the part of all classes of road-us¬ 
ers. Traffic regulations are more honoured 
in the breach than the observance. With bus 
operators, taxi-drivers, “private” motorists, 
cyclists and pedestrians all trying to mono¬ 
polise the road as if it belonged to them 
alone, it is a wonder that the death rate is 
not higher than the 0.4 or so for 100 vehicles 
that it now is. Every year, the Madras Police 
Department organises a Road Safety Week 
to arouse the traffic conscience of the citi¬ 
zenry but that does not seem to be making 
any tangible impact, judging by the steadily 
increasing toll of the roads. Traffic accidents 
have doubled in the last decade and road 
deaths trebled. There are twice the number 
of vehicles on the roads to-day compared to 
ten years ago but road discipline has not 
kept pace with the increase in traffic. It is to 
bringing about this discipline to which the 
Police authorities should address them¬ 
selves on a priority basis. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 18, 1919. 

Adolescent Criminals. 

(From an Editorial) 

The career of a criminal, whether he is a har¬ 
dened offender or whether he is a first offen¬ 
der, after his release from prison, is of more 
importance to himself and society at large, 
than any number of police to watch his 
movement. But even more important than 
the corrective are the preventive methods of 
dealing with persons hesitating on the bor¬ 
der line between becoming offenders, or 
continuing as adherents to the law. The loss 
of temper, a sudden and uncontrollable im¬ 
pulse, a latent hereditary instinct, a pang of 
hunger, a gust of passion are trifling things, 
and yet account annually for the first steps 
into breaking the law. This tendency to im¬ 
pulsive and thoughtless action is particular¬ 
ly characteristic of youth. But even the man 
whose character is formed and who is consi¬ 
dered unlikely to commit himself is often 
guilty of grave crime; “For none can tell, to 
what red bell. His soul may one day stray.” 
The local Government are right, therefore, 
in concerning themselves about adolescent 
convicts, their past, their present and their 
future. 
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MGNREGA wages 
to be pegged to inflation 


“They have now agreed to 
update the indices annually. 
MGNREGA wages will be 
linked to whichever index is 
higher in a particular State,” 
said the official, estimating 
that the increased wages 
based on updated inflation 
indices may result in 10% 
higher government expen¬ 
diture on the scheme. 

Wage rate revisions are 
usually notified at the begin¬ 
ning of a financial year, but 
the Ministry is trying imple¬ 
ment the hike during the 
current year itself, as part of 
a stimulus package to coun¬ 
ter the ongoing slowdown. 

“If transferring expendi¬ 
ture [via MGNREGA] is 
done, rural wages could in¬ 
crease and that could perco¬ 
late down into more pur¬ 
chasing power in the hands 
of the consumer,” said Sou- 
mya Kanti Ghosh, chief eco¬ 
nomic advisor for the State 
Bank of India. 

However, some econo¬ 
mists questioned whether 
the move is sufficient to re¬ 
vive demand. 

“Of course, any increase 
in wages is welcome. But the 


base rate itself is so low for 
MGNREGA, so it may not be 
enough to link it to inflation 
now,” said Dipa Sinha, an 
economist teaching at Am- 
bedkar University. 

Wide gap 

According to the latest Pe¬ 
riodic Labour Force Survey, 
market wages for men were 
higher than MGNREGA wag¬ 
es by 74% in 2017-18, while 
for women, it was a 21% gap. 
“They must first increase 
the wages and subsequently 
ensure better inflation in¬ 
dexation. Otherwise, the 
impact will be minimal,” 
said Dr. Sinha. 

Even with existing wages, 
the scheme is running out of 
funds due to increased de¬ 
mand for work. MGNREGA 
received a budgetary alloca¬ 
tion of ^60,000 crore, of 
which more than 75% has al¬ 
ready been released by the 
Centre even before the half¬ 
way point of the year. Last 
week, the RD Ministry asked 
the Finance Ministry for an 
additional supplementary 
grant of ^15,000-^20,000 
crore. 


Stocks slide on oil; 
Sensex declines 1.7% 


Incidentally, the India VIX 
index, which reflects expec¬ 
tations of near-term market 
volatility, surged almost 7% 
to 16. 

“The selling pressure ag¬ 
gravated for Indian markets 
as depreciating rupee and 
geopolitical tensions 
spooked investor senti¬ 
ments,” said Ajit Mishra, 
Vice President - Research, 
Religare Broking. 

“The sharp rise in crude 
oil prices has impacted 
domestic sentiments due to 
India’s high dependence on 
imports. Going forward, 
market participants would 
keep a close watch on geo¬ 
political developments as 
any further escalation 
would have an adverse im¬ 
pact on markets and econo¬ 
my,” he added. 

The weak investor senti¬ 
ment was further corrobo¬ 
rated by the extremely nega¬ 
tive market breadth as 


losers outnumbered gainers 
in the ratio of 2:1. 

On the BSE, almost 1,700 
stocks lost ground, as 
against 829 gainers. All the 
sectoral indices also ended 
in the red. 

Among the other major 
Asian markets, Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng Index lost more 
than 1%, while the bench¬ 
marks of China, Taiwan, 
Philippines and Singapore 
also ended in the red as 
crude hovered around $69 
before easing to about $65 
in late morning U.S. trade. 

On the Sensex, sector 
heavyweights like Maruti 
Suzuld India, Axis Bank, Ta¬ 
ta Steel, Bajaj Auto, State 
Bank of India (SBI) and 
HDFC were among the big 
losers. 

Foreign portfolio inves¬ 
tors, meanwhile, continued 
their selling activity with net 
sales in the current month 
pegged at Z3,220 crore. 


U.S., India keen to 
wrap up trade deal 


While the Ministry of Com¬ 
merce has officially been 
non-committal, officials in 
the know have said that 
there is a high likelihood of 
the two leaders announcing 
a major trade deal during 
the event. 

“The U.S. ambassador 
was there during Mr. Goyal’s 
meeting with the foreign 
pharma companies, and in 
fact he asked the Indian 
players to leave the room as 
he was not comfortable hav¬ 
ing the Indian representa¬ 
tives there,” a representa¬ 
tive of the Indian medical 
device manufacturers told 
The Hindu. “We had to wait 
for 2.5 hours for the meeting 
to get over, and insist that 
the Minister meet us too. 


Our meeting was much 
shorter, about half an hour.” 

Commerce Ministry offi¬ 
cials, however, justified Mr. 
Juster’s presence in an inter¬ 
nal meeting of the Indian 
government. 

“It is not unusual for the 
Ambassador to be involved 
in the discussions, especial¬ 
ly in the run-up to the meet¬ 
ing between Mr. Modi and 
Mr. Trump,” an official said. 

“To have another govern¬ 
ment sit in on your discus¬ 
sions on a national policy is 
extremely outrageous,” Ma- 
lini Aisola, Co-convenor of 
the All India Drug Action 
Network (AIDAN), said. 

“It is unbelievable the 
kind of open pressure the 
U.S. government is putting.” 


Anticipatory bail plea of 
IPS officer rejected 


Therefore it could not pass 
orders on either of the peti¬ 
tions. 

Counsel for Mr. Kumar ar¬ 
gued that the petitioner’s 
name does not feature in 
any previous charge sheet 
filed by the agency. He ar¬ 
gued that the officer, “who 
was a witness” in the Sarad- 
ha case till September 13, 
was declared an accused on 
Tuesday and the CBI is 
pushing for his arrest. The 
CBI lawyer argued that cus¬ 
tody would be necessary be¬ 
cause he had “suppressed” 
evidence. 

Meanwhile, there was 
hectic activity at the CBI of¬ 
fice in Kolkata, with senior 


officials holding a series of 
meetings. CBI Joint Director 
Panlcaj Srivastava told jour¬ 
nalists, “so far he [Mr. Ku¬ 
mar] is not cooperating.” 

Senior CBI officers said 
that several teams have 
been set up to locate Mr. Ku¬ 
mar. The government has 
said that Mr. Kumar is on 
leave from September 9 to 
25 and remains incommun¬ 
icable. A CBI official in New 
Delhi said Mr. Kumar failed 
to appear before it on Tues¬ 
day in connection with the 
Saradha case. The CBI has 
approached a Delhi court 
seeking a non-bailable war¬ 
rant against Mr. Kumar, 
sources said. 


Modi has 
ended policy 
paralysis: Shah 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah on Tuesday attacked 
the Congress for its “cul¬ 
ture of policy paralysis”, al¬ 
leged corruption and un¬ 
guarded borders prior to 
2014, saying people then 
wondered whether India’s 
multi-party democratic 
system had failed. 

“After nearly 70 years of 
Independence, there was a 
question in the minds of 
the people whether the vi¬ 
sion of the founding fath¬ 
ers had really been real¬ 
ised. Whether the 
multi-party democratic 
system had failed to fulfil 
the aspirations of the citi¬ 
zens of the country,” he 
said at an event of the All 
India Management Asso¬ 
ciation. 

In this scenario, the na¬ 
tion in 2014 gave a re¬ 
sounding majority to the 
Narendra Modi-led govern¬ 
ment, an absolute majority 
government for the first 
time in 30 years, Mr. Shah 
said. He said previous go¬ 
vernments could take only 
five decisions in the past 30 
years, whereas, the Modi 
government took over 50 
decisions in the past five 
years. 

Congress reacts 

The Congress said Mr. 
Shah’s statement was “be¬ 
littling India’s multi-party 
democracy and shocking”. 

Senior Congress leader 
Anand Sharma said, “Gi¬ 
ven India’s rich diversity, 
only a multi-party system 
can be inclusive and repre¬ 
sentative of the Union of 
India. The NDA itself is a 
multi-party alliance and its 
member parties have 
formed governments in 
States. I hope that Nitish 
Kumar, Parkash Singh Ba- 
dal, Uddhav Thackeray and 
others are listening.” 




Exhibition 
marks PM’s 
birthday 

SPECIAL 

CORR ESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

On Tuesday, as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
marked his 69th birth¬ 
day on a visit to Gujarat, 
his Cabinet colleagues 
shared their birthday 
greetings for him at 
events held by their Mi¬ 
nistries on various 
issues. 

Culture Minister Prah- 
lad Singh Patel inaugu¬ 
rated an exhibition of 
photos of monuments 
and archaeological sites 
in Kashmir, mostly in Pa¬ 
kistan-occupied Kash¬ 
mir, a first according to 
the Ministry, at the Na¬ 
tional Monuments Auth¬ 
ority’s headquarters 
here. 

Union Minister of 
State for the Prime Mi¬ 
nister’s Office Jitendra 
Singh was also a part of 
the inauguration 

ceremony. 

Amid the photos of 
monuments in PoK, in¬ 
cluding the Shiva temple 
in Mirpur and Red Fort 
or Muzaffarabad Fort, 
were two exhibits on Mr. 
Modi. 

In one of them, a pho¬ 
to of the Kirti Toran in 
Vadnagar in Gujarat was 
displayed with the in¬ 
scription: “The village 
where our Prime Minis¬ 
ter was born - The boy 
who sold tea near Kirti 
Toran became the great¬ 
est icon of India’s Kirti - 
Glory world over (sic).” 

Photos of Mr. Modi - 
one from his childhood 
and one current - were 
on display. 

Another exhibit wish¬ 
ing the Prime Minister 
on his birthday was 
placed next to the Kirti 
Toran photo. 


Silver cascade: People watching the release of water from the Sardar Sarovar Dam on the Narmada at Kevadiya on Tuesday. For 
the first time since the height of the dam was raised in 2017, the water Level reached its peak of 138.68 m. ■ vijay soneji 


J&K move inspired by Patel: PM 


Modi recalls former Home Minister’s vision at a rally near Sardar Sarovar dam 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDABAD 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel’s 
vision inspired the Union go¬ 
vernment’s recent move on 
Jammu and Kashmir, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Tuesday. Praising the 
former Home Minister for 
his role in unifying the coun¬ 
try, Mr. Modi said the go¬ 
vernment’s move was aimed 
at resolving the decades-old 
issue with implications on 
national security. 

“The people of Jammu 
and Kashmir and Ladakh re¬ 
gion had to face discrimina¬ 
tion for 70 years due to 
which India had to face con¬ 
sequences in the form of 
separatism, violence, etc. 
Taking inspiration from Sar¬ 
dar Patel, the country has 
now decided to tread on a 
new path to resolve the de¬ 
cades- old problems,” he 
said. 

Blaming violence and sep¬ 
aratism for lack of develop¬ 
ment in the insurgency-hit 
State, he said, “We will make 


Meal with mother: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his 
mother Hiraben on the occasion of his 69 th birthday. ■ pti 


the stream of development 
flow through Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh and 
Kargil regions by winning 
the faith of the local people.” 

Celebration at home 

Mr. Modi, who turned 69 on 
Tuesday and celebrated his 
birthday in Gujarat, his 
home State, made the re¬ 
marks at a rally near the Sar¬ 
dar Sarovar Dam, where he 
offered prayers. The dam 
achieved the full reservoir 


level for the first time, 
prompting State-wide 
celebrations. 

Lauding Sardar Patel for 
his role in the annexation of 
Hyderabad princely State 
with the Indian Union in 
1948, the Prime Minister 
said September 17 was cele¬ 
brated as the Hyderabad 
Liberation Day because of 
the vision of the late leader. 

“Just imagine that had the 
foresight of Sardar Patel not 
been there and he would not 


have been given the task of 
integration, what kind of a 
map India would have now. 
Today, India is trying to fulfil 
his resolution of “One India, 
excellent India” and com¬ 
plete his uncompleted 
tasks,” he said. 

Mr. Modi said he was hap¬ 
py to see the rising number 
of visitors to the Statue of 
Unity of Sardar Patel, built 
by the Gujarat government 
at a cost of 0,000 crore 
overlooking the Sardar Saro¬ 
var dam on the Narmada 
river. 

Mr. Modi arrived at Keva¬ 
diya in the morning to take 
part in the “Namami Narma¬ 
da” festival being celebrated 
by the State government to 
mark the filling up of the 
dam to its full reservoir level 
of 138.68 metres due to hea¬ 
vy inflow of waters from the 
Narmada’s catchment areas 
in Madhya Pradesh. After at¬ 
tending the rally in Kevadia, 
the Prime Minister flew back 
to Gandhingar where he vi¬ 
sited his mother. 


All 4 accused in Bettiah gang-rape case held 

Police deny that victim was recently released from the Muzalfarpur shelter home 


Assam police take 
action in stripping case 

Two police personnel suspended 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PATNA/BETTI AH 

All four persons named as ac¬ 
cused in the Bettiah gang- 
rape case have been arrested 
and the complainant, who 
claimed she was 18 years old, 
turned out to be a minor, a 
police officer said on 
Tuesday. 

‘Confessed involvement’ 

Additional Director General 
of Police (Headquarters) Jiten¬ 
dra Kumar said that the four 
accused, including two broth¬ 
ers, have confessed to their 
involvement with the girl last 
week. 

Bettiah SP Jayantkant said 
all four accused named in the 
FIR - Akash Kumar, Sajan Ku¬ 
mar, Kundan Kumar and An- 
shu Kumar - have been ar¬ 
rested. 

“All of them, including si¬ 


blings Akash and Sajan, are 
said to be known to the girl. 
The victim and the accused 
reportedly used to visit each 
other,” he said. 

Earlier, the SP had said that 
the complainant, in her FIR, 
stated she was raped by the 
four on Friday in a moving car 
in Bettiah, the district head¬ 
quarters of West Champaran. 
Mr. Jayantkant had also said 
that the medical examination 
reports of the girl showed “no 
internal or external injury” 
which was unusual in case of 
a sexual assault. He, however, 
maintained that the police 
had “not ruled out anything” 
as of now. 

'Girl a minor' 

In Patna, the ADG said, “The 
girl’s medical examinations 
suggest that her age is bet¬ 
ween 15 and 17 years. During 


interrogation, the accused 
have confessed that they had 
intercourse with the girl. 
Even if it was with mutual 
consent, it becomes immate¬ 
rial and falls in the category of 
an offence as the girl is a mi¬ 
nor.” 

Search for another man 

He also said that police were 
looking for another unnamed 
person in connection with the 
case. 

The ADG clarified that the 
girl was not among the eight 
former inmates of the Muzaf- 
farpur shelter home who 
were recently released and 
reunited with their families 
upon a Supreme Court 
direction. 

“The girl had gone missing 
from her home in May last 
year and found at a railway 
station in Muzaffarpur. She 


was kept at the shelter home 
for a week and shifted to Mo- 
kama thereafter. She was re¬ 
leased from the Mokama care 
unit,” the ADG said. 

He, however, declined to 
divulge more details about 
the girl, saying “the identity 
of a sexual offence victim, es¬ 
pecially a minor, has to be 
kept secret. Sharing more in¬ 
formation will give it away”. 

Expressing outrage over 
the Bettiah incident, the Na¬ 
tional Human Rights Commis¬ 
sion and the National Com¬ 
mission for Women had shot 
off missives to top officials in 
Bihar. 

The NCW, which took suo 
motu cognisance of the inci¬ 
dent, asked the Director Gen¬ 
eral of Police to treat the case 
on priority, while the NHRC 
sought a detailed report in 
four weeks. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The Assam Police on Tues¬ 
day suspended the officer- 
in-charge (OC) and a female 
constable of a police station 
in Darrang district for alleg¬ 
edly stripping and torturing 
three women - one of them 
in an early stage of pregnan¬ 
cy - during interrogation in 
an abduction case. 

This followed a complaint 
lodged against Mahendra 
Sarma, the OC of Burha pol¬ 
ice station, by the Assam 
State Commission for 
Women. 

The police from Darrang 
had on September 9 come 
to Guwahati in search of one 
Rafiqul Islam accused of ab¬ 
ducting a girl in the district’s 
Burha police station. In¬ 


stead, they picked up three 
of his female relatives. 

Aided by the female con¬ 
stable, Mr. Sarma allegedly 
stripped and thrashed the 
trio throughout the night 
besides threatening to shoot 
them if they complained 
against him. 

The victims lodged a 
complaint with the district’s 
Superintendent of Police 
Amrit Bhuyan on Septem¬ 
ber 10 but investigation into 
the case was allegedly de¬ 
layed. 

“We have placed the OC 
and the female constable 
under suspension. Deputy 
Inspector General Brajenjit 
Sinha has been asked to in¬ 
vestigate,” Assam’s Director- 
General of Police Kuladhar 
Saikia told The Hindu. 


India-U.S. bilateral 
planned in New York 


Ayodhya: SC delves into motifs 

Advocate says arguments on the Hindu side are based on theology not legality 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

Lotus carvings on Kasauti 
pillars, figurines, Garuda 
flanked by two lions and a 
Dwarapal are not typical fea¬ 
tures of a mosque, the Su¬ 
preme Court confronted the 
Muslim side in the Ayodhya 
hearing on Tuesday. 

The questions from the 
Constitution Bench led by 
Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Ranjan Gogoi was based on 
architectural features and 
photographs of materials be¬ 
lieved to be unearthed from 
the Babri Masjid- Ramjan- 
mabhumi site. 

But senior advocate Ra- 
jeev Dhavan countered the 
court’s questions, saying the 
“decorative pieces could 
have come from anywhere”. 
These objects and photo¬ 
graphs of carvings did not 
provide a conclusive proof 
that there was once a temple 
dedicated to a particular dei¬ 
ty - Lord Ram. “There is no 
direct evidence of an image 


of a God in Ramjanmabhu- 
mi,” he argued. 

Mr. Dhavan said the Hin¬ 
du side’s argument of a tem¬ 
ple of Lord Ram drew 
strength from the impres¬ 
sion that mosques should be 
simple, unadorned. Mr. Dha¬ 
van said the Hindu side argu¬ 
ments were based on theolo¬ 
gy rather than legality and 
concrete proof. 

“The theological argu¬ 
ment raised here is just be¬ 
cause they see some flowers, 
a lotus, this place is unlslam- 
ic and the mosque is not a 
mosque. It is too much to say 
that Islam is out, mosque is 
out just because you see a 
few figurines, flowers, etc. It 
is a little too rich to say a 
mosque is not mosque and 
prayer offered was not 
prayer,” he argued. 

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
suggested the presence of 
these material objects, 
which were either found at 
the site of the mosque or 
formed part of the Babri 



Masjid’s architecture, may 
have been due to cultural as¬ 
similation. “Cultural assimi¬ 
lations occur after invasions. 
We see how certain religions 
are practised differently in 
different countries,” Justice 
Chandrachud pointed out. 

Latching on to that, Mr. 
Dhavan said, “Mosques were 
not built by Muslims alone... 
Taj Mahal was not built by 
Muslims alone. Both Hindu 
and Muslim labourers joined 
hands.” 

“Just because there is 
cross near a temple in Kera¬ 
la, it does not mean the tem¬ 
ple stops being a temple,” 
Mr. Dhavan highlighted how 


places of worship of diffe¬ 
rent religions coexist in 
physical proximity. 

He said pillars would have 
either been found lying 
around at the time of the 
construction of the mosque 
or were found broken and 
fixed to be used for the mos¬ 
que, or they were brought to 
the site from other places. 

The presence of these ob¬ 
jects did not make Babri 
mosque “unlslamic or un- 
Quranic”. “You cannot use 
them to claim Muslims were 
not praying to Allah there 
but to some other god,” Mr. 
Dhavan said. 

Justice S.A. Bobde asked 
whether there was any wit¬ 
ness to back their claim that 
these materials and carvings 
were a result of cultural 
assimilation. 

Mr. Dhavan replied, “Assi¬ 
milation is there for My Lord 
to see. There is a chhabutra 
outside and a mosque inside. 
The British had allowed both 
for the sake of peace.” 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

Apart from U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s participa¬ 
tion in Sunday’s ‘Howdy, 
Modi!’ diaspora event in 
Houston, it is understood 
that there will be an India- 
U.S. bilateral when both 
leaders are in New York Ci¬ 
ty, on the sidelines of the 
United Nations General As¬ 
sembly’s 74th session. 

Mr. Trump is due to ad¬ 
dress the General Assembly 


on September 24, and 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on September 27. 

Mr. Trump also hinted at 
this when he said, “We’ll be 
meeting with India and Pa¬ 
kistan,” in response to a 
question on Monday about 
the Houston event. “So, I’ll 
see Prime Minister Modi 
and I will - we’ll be meeting 
with India and Pakistan. 
And I think a lot of progress 
has been made there. A lot 
of progress,” he said. 



APPEAL 

Name of Patient: Debmalya Sardar, 8 months. Hospital 
Name: Columbia Asia Hospital. Diagnosis: suffering 
from Cyanotic Congenital Heart Disease - Moderate 
Perimembranous VSD.-L-R Shunt, RVOT Muscle 
Bundle with severe RVOTO. He requires to undergo 
ICR (Open Heart Surgery) at the earliest. The estimated 
cost of the surgery is Rs. 3,50,000/- 
We request kind hearted Philanthropists to save him. 
Kindly send donation by Cheque / D.D. / M.O. favouring 
J Save Poor Lives A/c Debmalya Sardar S/B Account 
No. 20000913487. State Bank of India, Raja Annamalaipuram Branch, IFSC 
Code: SBIN0001855, which is exempted under 80G of I.T. Act. 

Contact: SAVE POOR LIVES REGISTERED PUBLIC CHARITABLE TRUST, 
(ADMIN DIVISION) Flat No. A4, Ceebros Garden, Ground Floor, Old No. 
76, Kamarajar Salai, Raja Annamalaipuram, Chennai-600028. Ph: 044- 
42044165, Mobile: 9884607377, E-mail: savepoorlives@gmail.com Our 
website: www.savepoorlives.com 

DONATION GIVEN TO PATIENTS UPTO MARCH 2019 FOR Rs. 4,26,89,335/- 
AND SCHOLARSHIP 7,30,800/-. 

SAVE POOR LIVES 
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Let us first discuss terror: Jaishankar 

Minister says the root cause of the state of ties with Pakistan is not Article 370, but its terrorism 



Setting the agenda: S. Jaishankar and Foreign Secretary Vijay 
GokhaLe at a press meet in New Delhi, -shiv kumar pushpakar 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Cross-border terrorism ema¬ 
nating from Pakistan should 
be the first topic to be taken 
up for any India-Pakistan 
talks. External Affairs Minis¬ 
ter S. Jaishankar said here on 
Tuesday. 

At a press conference to 
mark the completion of the 
first 100 days of the new Mo¬ 
di government, he said the 
world understood why India 
had undertaken recent steps 
in Kashmir, and ending the 
special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir was an internal mat¬ 
ter. 

“What should come on 
the table first of all is the ter¬ 
rorism issue,” he said. “Be¬ 
cause that is the root cause 
of the state of the relation¬ 
ship [with Pakistan]. The is¬ 
sue is not Article 370. The is¬ 
sue is Pakistan’s terrorism. 
There has to be a recognition 
of that.” 

He said Pakistan openly 


used cross-border terrorism 
as a tool to advance its fo¬ 
reign policy goals. 

UN agenda 

The Minister’s comment sets 
the Indian agenda for the up¬ 
coming UN General Assemb¬ 
ly, where the country’s di¬ 
plomatic team is expected to 
defend Indian actions in 
Kashmir. 

Mr. Jaishankar is expected 
to participate in the Foreign 


Ministers’ meeting of the 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation on 
September 26 where Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi of Pakis¬ 
tan is scheduled to be pre¬ 
sent. 

Not ruling out any meet¬ 
ing with his Pakistani coun¬ 
terpart, Mr. Jaishankar said, 
“We will see when that hap¬ 
pens.” 

The Minister said the 
world understood New Del¬ 


hi’s case on Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

“Article 370 was a tempor¬ 
ary provision and it had be¬ 
come dysfunctional. It was 
being arbitraged by a narrow 
set of people for their gains, 
and by doing that, they were 
impeding development and 
that lack of development was 
feeding a sense of separatism 
and that separatism actually 
has been utilised by Pakistan 
to carry out cross-border ter¬ 
rorism,” Mr. Jaishankar said. 

Two options 

He said the Centre had two 
options regarding the situa¬ 
tion in Kashmir. One policy 
had failed in the past three 
decades; the second option 
was to do things differently. 
The first option, he said, had 
had “costs and casualties” . 

The Minister indirectly ad¬ 
dressed the growing criti¬ 
cism coming from some 
members of the U.S. Con¬ 
gress regarding the continu¬ 


ing lockdown of Kashmir 
since August 5, and said they 
were known to opine on is¬ 
sues without a proper under¬ 
standing. 

“[Members of] U.S. Con¬ 
gress say a lot of things. What 
they say is not necessarily a 
function of the knowledge 
on that particular subject. 
Sometimes they could have a 
view, and mostly the views 
could be transposed from 
their own experience,” said 
Mr. Jaishankar announcing 
that he expected to visit the 
U.S. capital soon. 

He struck a combative 
note, and cited examples 
from American history to ar¬ 
gue in favour of the commu¬ 
nications lockdown and pro¬ 
longed curfew in Kashmir. 

“If I were to meet a mem¬ 
ber of the U.S. Congress, I 
would ask them, look you 
have confronted terrorism, 
what was your response; you 
have confronted separatism, 
what was your response?” 


Charges against Farooq 
include support to rebellion 

Materials include 3 FIRs and statements made since 2016 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

SRINAGAR 

The government has listed 
27 charges against former 
J&K Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah to detain him un¬ 
der the stringent Public Safe¬ 
ty Act, show details accessed 
by The Hindu. 

Included as supporting 
documents are three first in¬ 
formation reports and 16 di¬ 
ary entries made in various 
police stations in the Kash¬ 
mir Valley. While two FIRs 
were registered in Srinagar, 
one was in Delhi. The charg¬ 
es date back to 2016. 

One of the charges said 
Mr. Abdullah, Srinagar MP, 
had violated the “freedom of 
speech” by inciting violence. 
“He misused his political po¬ 
sition” for asking the new 
generation of Kashmir to 
pick up arms and “propagat- 



A jawan outside Farooq 
Abdullah's home, -ap 


ed secessionist ideology”. 

The complaint also said 
he had made 13 statements 
around Article 370 and 35A 
“for the purpose of rebellion 
against India”. 

The chargesheet said Mr. 
Abdullah had warned peo¬ 
ple that the Centre's move to 
revoke the special status of 
Jammu and Kashmir was be¬ 
ing done to change the de¬ 
mography of the Muslim- 


major ity State. On two in¬ 
stances in July and 
December 2018, he gave 
statements against the sove¬ 
reignty of India by “saying 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
was an integral part of 
Pakistan”. 

The chargesheet alleged 
that at a public meeting in 
Hazratbal last December, 
Mr. Abdullah offered sup¬ 
port to the separatists, say¬ 
ing “We stand by you and 
will not let your efforts go 
waste.” 

The chargesheet said the 
MP had remarked that the 
February 14 Pulwama terror 
attack was not done by mili¬ 
tants but “the Indian Go¬ 
vernment did it.” In a rally 
during the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion, he asked people to be 
ready for a “mass struggle” 
for freedom from India. 


Govt, using Kashmir to divide India’ 


We’re dying a slow death: Tarigami 


Jailing leaders like Farooq Abdullah will make room for terrorists: Rahul Gandhi 


Kashmir leader says, ‘We just ask for a chance to march with you, take us along’ 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Congress leaders on Tues¬ 
day condemned the deten¬ 
tion of former Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief Minister Fa¬ 
rooq Abdullah under the Pu¬ 
blic Safety Act. 

Former party chief Rahul 
Gandhi accused the Union 
government of “using Kash¬ 
mir as a political instrument 
to polarise the rest of India”, 
and said that jailing of main¬ 
stream political leaders like 
Mr. Abdullah would create 
space for terrorists. 

“It’s obvious that the go¬ 
vernment is trying to remove 
nationalist leaders like Fa¬ 
rooq Abdullah/7 to create a 



RahuLGandhi 


political vacuum in Jammu & 
Kashmir that will be filled by 
terrorists. Kashmir can then 
permanently be used as a 
political instrument to polar¬ 
ise the rest of India,” Mr. 
Gandhi tweeted. 

Mr. Gandhi urged the 


Centre to release all the 
jailed political prisoners im¬ 
mediately. “The government 
should stop creating space 
for terrorists in Jammu & 
Kashmir and release all na¬ 
tionalist leaders ASAP [as 
soon as possible],” he said. 

Former Union Finance Mi¬ 
nister P. Chidambaram, who 
is lodged in the Tihar jail in 
an alleged corruption case, 
condemned the arrest of Mr. 
Abdullah. 

“I have asked my family to 
tweet on my behalf the fol¬ 
lowing: I condemn the de¬ 
tention of Shri Farooq Ab¬ 
dullah under PSA. There is 
no one in Kashmir more de¬ 
voted to the idea of a united 


India of which J&K is an inte¬ 
gral part than Shri Farooq 
Abdullah,” Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram’s official handle said. 

“Now PSA (43 days later). 
Earlier BJP said 92% of peo¬ 
ple in J&K welcome dilution 
of Article 370; that normalcy 
prevails. Then Amit Shah in 
Parliament: Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah neither detained nor ar¬ 
rested. If no danger to public 
safety then, why now? Be¬ 
cause Vaiko filed petition?” 
asked the former Law Minis¬ 
ter Kapil Sibal. 

Former Union Minister 
Ashwani Kumar said the ar¬ 
rest of Farooq Abdullah 
would delay the return of 
normalcy. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Mohammad Yousuf Tariga¬ 
mi, CPI(M) leader from Kash¬ 
mir and former legislator, on 
Tuesday hit out at the the 
Union government’s “not a 
bullet fired” narrative since 
August 5 when Article 370 
was diluted and Jammu and 
Kashmir bifurcated as Union 
Territories. The people of 
Kashmir were “dying a slow 
death” due to the ongoing 
clampdown, he said. 

Mr. Tarigami is the first of 
the detained Kashmiri politi¬ 
cian who could reach Delhi. 
He met presspersons at the 
party headquarters. 

He said the truth was “We 


are dying slowly. We are be¬ 
ing suffocated there.” In an 
emotional appeal to the rest 
of the country, he said: “We 
also want to live, a Kashmiri, 
a Hindustani is saying this. I 
appeal, we too should get a 
chance to live.” 

“An average Kashmiri 


doesn’t ask for heavens, we 
just ask for a chance to 
march with you, take us 
along,” he said. 

Mr. Tarigami said he had 
seen worst times in Kashmir 
but never felt as disturbed as 
he felt today. “Why don’t 
they try doing this in Delhi 


or any other city for a week. 
How would your business 
work, what about your 
school-going children and 
what about hospitals,” he 
asked. “Today, Kashmiri pol¬ 
iticians are in jail... people 
sitting across the border are 
clapping that you have done 
what we could not,” he said. 

Mr. Tarigami said Farooq 
Abdullah or other Kashmiri 
leaders were not terrorists. 

A Bench of Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi and Jus¬ 
tices S A Bobde and S.A. Na- 
zeer on Monday said the 
former MLA did not need 
any permission to go home if 
doctors at the AIIMS allowed 
him. 


+ Only permanent residents to be 
recruited for police posts in J&K 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The J&K police, in a fresh notifi¬ 
cation issued on Monday, has 
decided to recruit only “perma¬ 
nent residents” to 1,350 posts 
of women constables, despite 
the State Subject law. Article 
35-A, ceasing to be in vogue af¬ 
ter the August 5 presidential or¬ 
der diluting it. 

A police spokesman said the 
recruitment for two women 
battalions, one each from Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir regions, will 
entertain only “permanent re¬ 
sidents” and “any candidate 
furnishing wrong information 


Major defence 
contracts for 
local industry 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Defence Ministry has 
signed a ^5,500-crore con¬ 
tract for additional indige¬ 
nous Akash surface-to-air 
missile (SAM) systems and 
in the next one year, con¬ 
tracts worth ^70,000- 
80,000 crore are expected 
to be signed with Indian 
industry. 

“Akash SAM contract 
was signed two days back 
worth ^5,500 crore. 
Though Bharat Electronics 
Limited (BEL) and Bharat 
Dynamics Limited (BDL) 
are the main vendors, 
there are almost 150 priv¬ 
ate vendors involved,” 
Apurva Chandra, Director- 
General, Acquisition, in 
the Defence Ministry, said 
at a session on Make in In¬ 
dia organised by the Socie¬ 
ty of Indian Defence Manu¬ 
facturers. The deal is for 
seven additional Akash un¬ 
its for the Indian Air Force. 

The government aims to 
build a $10 trillion econo¬ 
my by 2032 and defence 
has been identified as one 
of the most prominent sec¬ 
tors to contribute to this 
growth, said Defence Mi¬ 
nister Rajnath Singh. 



shall attract legal action”. 

On the directions of Direc¬ 
tor-General of Police Dilbagh 
Singh, the dates for submitting 
the forms have been extended 
to October 23, in the wake of 
non-availability of the Internet. 
The police spokesman said 


forms for the posts would be 
made available at the district le¬ 
vel from September 23 and the 
candidates can now file forms 
physically at the police’s dis¬ 
trict headquarters. Earlier, the 
forms were only online. 

The vacancies were an¬ 
nounced by the Home Ministry 
in March. It will see 60% of the 
recruitments from the border 
districts of Baramulla, Kupwa- 
ra, Bandipora, Jammu, Samba, 
Kathua, Raj our i and Poonch 
and 40% from other districts. 

This comes at a time when 
the fate of the Permanent Resi¬ 
dent Certificate is not clear. 


KERALA WATER AUTHORITY 


e-Tender Notice 

Tender No : 01/2019-20/KWA/PHC/D4/TVM(RT1) Plan 30-TSS-Procurement of 
sewer cleaning machine and safety equipment for sewer maintenance. 

EMD:n ,91,500 Tender fee: T38,300 

Last Date for submitting Tender: 03-10-2019 03:00:pm Phone: 04712322303 
Website: www.kwa.kerala.gov.inwww.etenders.kerala.gov.in 

Superintending Engineer 

KWA-JB-GL-6-275-2019-20 ph Circle Thiruvananthapuram 


HESS TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED 

Kagithapuram - 639 136. Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu Phone: 04324-277 001(10 Lines), 
e-mail: purchase.pulp@tnpl.co.in / purchase.packing@tnpl.co.in 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

Tender No. 

Material Description 

Due Date 

192023 

001362 

Bleached Softwood Sulphate Pulp 
(Qty:1500 ADMT+5%) 

03.10.2019 

192013 

003931 

Procurement of 180 GSM Kraft Reels of 
various sizes for TNPL Unit 1 & Unit II 

03.10.2019 

Terms & Co 

document at 

DIPR/ 3218 /Tende 

nditions, Qty., Tender Fee, EMD are available in tender 
our websites: www.tnDl.com / www.tenders.tn.aov.in 

r/2019 J 

TNPL - Maker of bagasse based e 

co-friendly Paper 
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ODISHAPOWER TRANSMISSION 
CORPORATION LIMITED 


fodisha (A Government of Odisha Undertaking) 

Regd. Office : Janpath, Bhubaneswar - 751 022, Odisha, CIN: U401020R2004SGC007553 


e-TENDER NOTICE NO. CPC-02/2019-20 

For and on behalf of ODISHA POWER TRANSMISSION 
CORPORATION LTD, Sr. G.M. (C.P.C.) invites tenders from reputed 
manufacturers in two part bidding system for supply of Hardware 
Fittings, Accessories & Clamps for ACSR for Panther, Zebra & 
Moose Conductor. The interested bidders would be required to 
enroll themselves on the tender portal www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL. 
Complete set of bidding documents are available at 
www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL from 18.09.2019 (11.00 Hrs) up to 
14.10.2019 (13.00 Hrs). Interested manufactures may visit OPTCL's 
official website http://www.optcl.co.in and www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL 
for detail specification. 

N.B : All subsequent addendums/corrigendum to the tender shall be 
hosted in the OPTCL's official website http://www.optcl.co.in and 
www.tenderwizard.com/OPTCL only. 

CR.Advt. No.13/19-20 SENIOR GENERAL MANGER (C.P.C.) 

7" 


Please connect us : Q optcl.odisha #optcl_odisha ^energyodisha 


TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATIVE CORPORATION OF ODISHA LTD 

Rupali Square, Bhoi Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751022, Odisha 
Tel No.2542475,2542617, FAX-2544828, 

Email: admin@tdccorissa.org, GST No. 21AAAAT3642C1Z5 


A*.. 


Tender Notice No.MSP-2031&2032/TDCCOL 


Date- 16.09.2019 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER FOR SALE OF HARIDA (SEEDED) & 
SEEDED TAMARIND - 2019 CROP PROCURED UNDER 
MINIMUM SUPPORT PRICE SCHEME 


The Managing Director, Tribal Development Cooperative Corporation 
of Odisha Limited, Bhubaneswar invites Tenders in prescribed form to 
be received up to 12.00 P.M. on 17.10.2019 from the reputed firms / 
companies / bidders of State of Odisha and outside for disposal of 
approximately 78.00 of Harida Seeded & 1112.28 qtl of Seeded Tamarind 
2019 crop procured under Minimum Support Price Scheme. The Tender 
Form and detail terms and conditions of the tender may be downloaded 
from official website of TDCCOL i.e. www.tdccodisha.org . The 
acceptance of tender shall be subject to final decision of Managing 
Director, TDCCOL. 


CAD-393 

26005/11/0007/1920 


Sd/- 

Managing Director 



Karnataka Road Development Corporation Limited 

(A Government of Karnataka Enterprise) 

No.8, “Samparka Soudha”, Dr. Rajkumar Road, 

Rajajinagar 1st Block, Bengaluru-560 010. Telefax: 080-22024000 
email: cekrdcl@gmail.com Website: http://www.krdcl.in 

No. KRDCL/IFB/2019-20/ 09 Dated : 17.09.2019 


INVITATION FOR BIDS FOR COLLECTION OF ROAD USER FEE 

(SHORT TERM TENDER NOTIFICATION) 


(on e-procurement) 

Karnataka Road Development Corporation Limited (KRDCL) intends to invite bids from reputed 
agencies for collection of road user fee atthe below mentioned road stretch. 


Name of the stretch 

Estimated 
Annual 
Remittance 
(Rs. in lakh) 

Period of 
Collection 

EMD 

(Rs. in lakh) 

Collection of Road User Fee on Sandur - 
Hospet Road (SH-49) from Toll Plazas at 
Km. 5.70 near Susheelnagar and at 
Km. 25.00 near Rajapur Village (length - 
27.10 km) in Ballari District, Karnataka. 

882.50 

3 Years 

13.24 


a) Interested applicants may access for RFP documents from e-Procurement portal 
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in from 18.09.2019 onwards. 

b) The Technical bids along with EMD and Financial bids are to be submitted in the e-format as per 
the instructions in the bidding documents. 

c) The Schedule of dates for various activities is as follows: 

(i) Pre-bid meeting will be held on 01.10.2019, 15.00 hours at KRDCL Head office, 
Bengaluru and pre-bid queries has to be submitted within this time. 

(ii) Last date for submission of Technical and Financial bids is on 19.10.2019 upto 
17.30 hours. 

(iii) Date and time for opening of Technical bids is on 21.10.2019 at 11.30 hours. 

(iv) Any changes will be uploaded on e-portal & KRDCL website only and will not be published 

in news papers. Sd/- 

dipr/ddu/ 1181 / 19-20 Chief Engineer, KRDCL 


JODHPUR VIDYUT VITRAN NIGAM LTD. 

YYr'' Corporate Identity Number (CIN) -U40109RJ2000SGC016483 
Regd. Office: New Power House, Jodhpur- 342003 
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (CSS) 

Phone No: 0291-2742336, Fax: 0291-2745259 E-mail: seipdsjdvvnl@gmail.com, Web: www.jdvvnl.com 


TENDER NOTICE FOR E-PROCUREMENT 

Techno-commercial and Price e-Bid is invited from eligible bidders against TN TW- 468 

for "Smart Customer Care Centre on SAAS (System as a Service) basis in Jodhpur 
Discom with Fault Rectification Team " 

Details regarding Tender cost, Earnest money, Date of tender opening etc. 
are available at our website http://sppp.raj.nic.in/& www.energy.rajasthan.gov.in/ 
jdvvnl The bidders, in their own interest are requested to read very carefully the tender 
documents before submitting the bid only through on line on website 
www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in. UBN NO. JVV1920SLOB00104 

Raj. Samwad/C/2554/2019-20 SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER (CSS) 


For Electricity Complaints Toll free No. 1800 180 6045 




BHARAT DYNAMICS LIMITED 

(A Government of India Enterprise) 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
GACHIBOWLI, HYDERABAD-500 032. 


Ref: BDL/CC/QT/GT/017/2019-20 


Dt: 18.09.2019 


EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (E0I) 


nvitina Indigenous Competitive Bidding 


SI.No. Tender ID 


1 


61506 


Description 


Development and supply of amplifier module as 
per specifications 


Please visit website https://bdltenders.abcprocure.com for further 
details. E0I should be submitted online only. 

“Corrigendum if any shall be issued through our e-portal only and not 
in Newspapers”. _ Addl. General Manager (Corp. Comml.) 


The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd . 

(A Govt, of Kerala Undertaking) 

<•> 


KmmL 


Sankaramangalam, Chavara. 

Kollam-691 583, Kerala, India 
Ph: 0476-2686722 to 2686733 (12 Linos), 2651000 cin-ui409kli972SGC002399 

Fax: 91-0476 2680101 e-mail: contact@kmml.com, URL: www.kmml.com 
Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please visit the 
E-Tendering Portal https://etenders.kerala.gov.in orwww.kmml.com 


SI No 

Tender ID 

Items 

1 

2019 KMML 298535 1 

For the supply of THYRISTOR POWER MODULE & FLAT RIBBON CABLE 

2 

2019 KMML 298787 1 

For the supply of PTFE lined Plug Valve 

3 

Tender for the Sale of 
Magnesium Chloride 
byproduct (1000 MT 
approximate) on 
annual contract basis 

Sealed competitive tenders are invited from interested parties for 
the sale of Magnesium Chloride byproduct (1000 MT approximate) 
on annual contract basis. Tender documents are available on 

KMML website: www.kmml.com. For more details please contact 
0476 2651212,2651321 & agmmktg@kmml.com 


Chavara 17/09/2019 _ HOU(TP/HR) For The Kerala Minerals & Metals Ltd 

Our products: Titanium Dioxide, Titanitum Tetra Chloride, Nano Titanium, Titanium Sponge 



SPORTS AUTHORITY OF ANDHRA PRADESH 

IGMC STADIUM, LABBIPET, BANDAR ROAD, VIJAYAWADA 

Tenders are hereby invited from reputed and experienced companies for the 
following tenders. 

s 

No 

Tender 

ID 

Name of the work 

Bid 

Starting 

date 

Bid 

end 

date 

Bid 

opening 

Date 

1 

290432 

Procurement of Sports Dresses 
for Conduct of Annual Summer 
Coaching Camps 2019-2020 

16.09.19 

15.10.19 

15.10.19 

Tender documents are available on e-procurement platform 
tender.aoeDrocurement.aov.in. Tenders will be opened in the presence 
of company representatives who attend the evaluation. For further details 
contact: 0866-2499699. §d/- 

DIPR136PP/CL, Dt.17/09/2019 Vice Chairman and Managing Director 


<S> 

p.iaiaeos 


An Iso 9001:2015,14001:2015 company - 

A Government of Kerala Undertaking 

Walayar Post-Palakkad 678624 tj J 

Email: materials@malabarcements.com/ 
bulkmcl@gmail.com 


TENDER NOTICE 

Visit www.etenders.kerala.aov.in for Online Submission of Bids for: 

♦ Supply of 30000 MT Clinker on FOR CGU, Cherthala or CFR Cochin basis 

♦ Contract for the Stock Transfer of 2500 MT of Granulated Blast Furnace 
Slag from MCL CGU Cherthala to MCL Walayar 

♦ Maintenance of Permanent way of MCL Siding at Walayar 

♦ Supply of Drive Shaft Assy CM Classifier TSV 2400, Eliptex Feeder, Solid Flow Meter 

Visit www.malabarcements.co.in for submission of tenders for regular Engineering items 
& Services. Sd/- 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 


A ND-NDE 
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U.S. intel says Saudi attacks were staged from Iran 

Tehran launched 20 drones and at least a dozen missiles, says report; Riyadh claims Iranian weapons were used in attack 



Tough stance: Iran Leader Ayatollah ALi Khamenei during a meeting in Tehran on Tuesday, -afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON/ JEDDAH 

American officials have 
shared intelligence with Ri¬ 
yadh indicating that Iran was 
the staging ground for the 
devastating drone attacks on 
Saudi Arabia’s oil installa¬ 
tions, the Wall Street Journal 
reported on Monday. 

The weekend strikes on 
Abqaiq - the world’s largest 
processing plant - and the 
Khurais oilfield knocked out 
5.7 million barrels per day 
(bpd), or 6% of global pro¬ 
duction, sending prices 
soaring. 

While Washington has 
blamed Tehran, the Monday 
assessment on the origin of 
the attacks has not been 
shared publicly, the Journal 
said. 

e Not definitive’ 

The U.S. assessment deter¬ 
mined that “Iran launched 
more than 20 drones and at 


least a dozen missiles,” ac¬ 
cording to unnamed sources. 

“But Saudi officials said 
the U.S. didn’t provide 
enough to conclude that the 
attack was launched from 
Iran, indicating the U.S. in¬ 
formation wasn’t definitive,” 
the WSJ added. 

“U.S. officials said they 


planned to share more infor¬ 
mation with the Saudis in the 
coming days.” 

President Donald Trump 
has said that the United 
States is ready to help Saudi 
Arabia, but will wait for a 
“definitive” determination 
on who was responsible. 

“I’m not looking to get in¬ 


to new conflict, but some¬ 
times you have to,” he said. 
“That was a very large at¬ 
tack, and it could be met by 
an attack many, many times 
larger.” 

“Certainly, it would look 
to most like it was Iran.” 

Iran-supported Houthi re¬ 
bels - who are fighting a Sau- 


di-led coalition in Yemen - 
claimed the strikes. Riyadh 
has said Iranian weapons 
were used, but stopped short 
of blaming Tehran directly. 

Oil supply restored 

Saudi Arabia Energy Minister 
said on Tuesday that oil sup¬ 
ply is fully back online and 
the kingdom will achieve 11 
million bpd capacity by the 
end of September and 12 mil¬ 
lion bpd by the end of No¬ 
vember. 

Minister Prince Abdulaziz 
bin Salman also told a press 
conference that oil produc¬ 
tion in October would be 
9.89 million bpd and that the 
world’s top oil exporter 
would keep full oil supplies 
to customers this month. 

He said Saudi Arabia 
would keep its role as the se¬ 
cure supplier of global oil 
markets, adding that the 
kingdom needed to take 
strict measures to prevent 
further attacks. 


No talks with 
U.S.: Khamenei 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TEHRAN 

Iran’s supreme leader on 
Tuesday ruled out negotia¬ 
tions with the U.S. “at any 
level”, after Washington 
blamed Tehran for attacks 
on Saudi oil installations. 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
said the U.S. adopted a pol¬ 
icy of “maximum pres¬ 
sure” on Iran because it be¬ 
lieves it cannot bring the 
Islamic republic to its 
knees through other 
means. 

“The policy of ‘maxi¬ 
mum pressure’ against the 
Iranian nation is worthless 
and all Islamic Republic of 
Iran officials unanimously 
believe there will be no ne¬ 
gotiations with the U.S. at 
any level,” he said in a tele¬ 
vised address. 


Taliban warns of more violence ahead of election 



In position: Afghan security forces at the site of a suicide 
attack near the U.S. Embassy in Kabul on Tuesday. ■ ap 



20 dead as truck falls off 
cliff in Philippines 

MANILA 

Twenty villagers were killed 
and 14 others were injured 
when the truck they were 
riding in lost control and fell 
off a cliff on Tuesday in a 
remote mountain village in 
the southern Philippines, the 
police and the Red Cross said. 
The truck was negotiating a 
downhill road in Tboli when 
its brakes apparently failed 
and it plummeted down a 
ravine, pinning 15 people to 
death. Five other victims 
later died in hospitals, ap 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KABUL 

The Taliban, which killed at 
least 48 people and wound¬ 
ed dozens more in two blasts 
on Tuesday, has warned of 
more violence ahead of the 
September 28 election. 

The first attack saw a mo¬ 
torcyclist detonate a suicide 
bomb at a checkpoint lead¬ 
ing to a rally where President 
Ashraf Ghani was addressing 
supporters in central Par- 
wan province, just north of 
the capital, killing 26 and 
wounding 42. 

Just over an hour later 
another blast also claimed by 
the Taliban rocked central 
Kabul near the U.S. Embassy. 
Authorities initially did not 
give casualty figures, but la¬ 


ter said 22 people had been 
killed and a further 38 
wounded. 

The explosions came after 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump abruptly ended talks 
with the Taliban earlier this 
month over a deal that 
would have allowed the U.S. 


to begin withdrawing troops 
from its longest war. 

In a statement sent to me¬ 
dia claiming responsibility 
for both blasts, Taliban spo¬ 
kesman Zabihullah Mujahid 
said the attack near Mr. Gha- 
ni’s rally was deliberately 
aimed at disrupting the elec¬ 


tion. “We already warned 
people not to attend election 
rallies, if they suffer any loss¬ 
es that is their own responsi¬ 
bility,” the statement said. 

Women, children killed 

Women and children were 
among the causalities. Par- 
wan hospital director Abdul 
Qasim Sangin said. 

The President, who was 
speaking to his supporters at 
the time of the blast, was un¬ 
hurt but later condemned 
the attack, saying the inci¬ 
dent proved the Taliban had 
no real interest in 
reconciliation. 

“As the Taliban continue 
their crimes, they once again 
prove that they are not inter¬ 
ested in peace and stability 


in Afghanistan,” said Mr. 
Ghani in a statement. 

The UN’s mission in Af¬ 
ghanistan also slammed the 
Taliban, accusing them of 
showing “despicable disre¬ 
gard for civilian life & funda¬ 
mental human right to parti¬ 
cipate in democratic 
process”. 

The election will see Mr. 
Ghani face off against his 
own Chief Executive, Abdul¬ 
lah Abdullah, and more than 
a dozen other candidates, in¬ 
cluding former warlords, ex¬ 
spies, and one-time mem¬ 
bers of the country’s former 
communist regime. Mr. Gha¬ 
ni is seeking a clear mandate 
they can use to negotiate 
with the insurgents on a last¬ 
ing peace in Afghanistan. 


Corruption shadow over 
Sri Lanka’s tallest tower 

President alleges fund misappropriation 


REUT ERS 

COLOMBO 

The grand opening of Sri 
Lanka’s tallest tower was 
mired in controversy on 
Monday when President 
Maithripala Sirisena said 
one of the Chinese firms 
contracted to work on the 
project had disappeared 
with $11 million of state 
funds. 

Mr. Sirisena made the al¬ 
legation at the launch cere¬ 
mony of the China-financed 
Lotus Tower, a 356.3 metre 
construction in the shape of 
a lotus bud featuring a re¬ 
volving restaurant, confe¬ 
rence hall and observation 
area. 

The tower overlooks Bei- 
ra Lake in central Colombo. 

Mr. Sirisena said that in 
2012, under his predecessor 
former President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, the state-run Te¬ 
lecommunication Regulato¬ 
ry Commission (TRC) had 
deposited 2 billion rupees 
($11.09 million) with Aeros¬ 
pace Long-March Interna¬ 
tional Trade Co. Ltd (ALIT), 
a Chinese firm chosen as 
one of the main contractors. 

“In 2016, we found ALIT 
had disappeared. We inves¬ 
tigated into this and the Sri 
Lankan Ambassador in Beij¬ 
ing went to the address of 
ALIT personally on my in¬ 
struction to find there was 
no such company,” Mr. Siri¬ 
sena said in a speech. 

“This is the money we 
could have spent for deve¬ 
lopment of this country, for 
education, and medicines of 
patients.” 

Mr. Sirisena’s audience at 
the opening ceremony in¬ 
cluded Chinese envoy to Co¬ 
lombo Cheng Xueyuan. It 
was not possible to ap¬ 
proach Mr. Cheng at the ce¬ 
remony for comment and 
officials at China’s Embassy 
in the Sri Lankan capital did 



The Lotus Tower 
overlooking Beira Lake in 
Colombo, -afp 


not respond to text and 
WhatsApp messages. It was 
not immediately possible to 
contact ALIT via phone or 
email. 

Mr. Sirisena had suspend¬ 
ed most of the Chinese- 
backed infrastructure pro¬ 
jects started under Mr. Raja¬ 
paksa when he came to 
power in 2015 over allega¬ 
tions of corruption, over¬ 
pricing and flouting govern¬ 
ment procedures. But more 
than a year later, the Sirise¬ 
na government allowed Chi¬ 
nese projects to resume af¬ 
ter a few changes in some of 
them. 

China’s Exim Bank in 
2012 agreed to lend 80% of 
the total investment of 
$104.3 million in the Lotus 
Tower, with the rest to be 
met by TRC. 

Mr. Sirisena said the go¬ 
vernment had started repay¬ 
ment of the loans made, but 
more funds were needed to 
complete the project. 


+ Israel votes on Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s political survival 


Second election in five months is expected to be Very tight’ 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

JERUSALEM 

Israelis voted on Tuesday in 
their second election in five 
months that will decide 
whether to keep Prime Mi¬ 
nister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
the country’s longest-serv¬ 
ing Prime Minister, in office 
despite corruption allega¬ 
tions against him. 

The stakes could not be 
much higher for the 69-year- 
old right-wing leader who, 
as in the April polls, faces a 
strong challenge from ex¬ 
military chief Benny Gantz 
and his centrist Blue and 
White alliance. 

Mr. Netanyahu voted in Je¬ 
rusalem and said he expect¬ 
ed a close election, urging Is- 



Benjamin Netanyahu 


raelis to turn out in large 
numbers. 

U.S. “President (Donald) 
Trump said yesterday that 
the elections will be tight,” 
Mr. Netanyahu said, refer¬ 
ring to comments by his 
staunch ally who called the 
polls “50/50”. “I can guaran¬ 
tee you this morning that 
they are very tight.” 


He spent the day warning 
he was on the verge of losing 
if his supporters did not turn 
out to vote, including in ap¬ 
pearances at Jerusalem’s 
main market and its central 
bus station, where he wield¬ 
ed a megaphone to exhort 
the crowds. He repeatedly 
warned, as he has in pre¬ 
vious elections, that left- 
wing and Arab voters were 
showing up in large num¬ 
bers to vote him out. 

Mr. Gantz voted in his ho¬ 
metown of Rosh Haayin and 
called on the country to re¬ 
ject corruption and “extre¬ 
mism”. “We want new hope. 
We are voting today for 
change,” Mr. Gantz said after 
voting with wife Revital. 


Race heats up within UNP for presidential candidacy 


Premadasa wants 
secret ballot to 
pick candidate 

MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

In the wake of a heightening 
contest for presidential can¬ 
didacy within the ruling Un¬ 
ited National Party (UNP), 
deputy leader and Minister 
Sajith Premadasa on Tues¬ 
day said the party must hold 
a “secret ballot” to choose 
the most-preferred conten¬ 
der. 

Addressing a media confe¬ 
rence, the son of late Presi¬ 
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa 
said he had written to UNP 
leader and Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe ex¬ 
pressing his interest to run 
for presidency, in the polls 
scheduled before the end of 
the year. 

“If there are contra-opi¬ 



Sajith Premadasa 


nions, we should follow a de¬ 
mocratic process within the 
party,” he said, pointing to 
“consensus buildings meet¬ 
ings”, involving the parlia¬ 
mentary group and party 
working committee, and a 
possible vote within the par¬ 
ty. So far, Leader of Opposi¬ 
tion and former President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa has 
named his brother Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa as presidential 
candidate from their Sri Lan¬ 


ka Podujana Peramuna 
(SLPP), while the leftist Ja- 
natha Vimukthi Peramuna 
(JVP) is fielding its leader An- 
ura Kumara Dissanayake. 

Three contenders 

The UNP has three conten¬ 
ders for the office of the 
country’s executive presi¬ 
dent - PM Wickremesinghe, 
Mr. Premadasa and Speaker 
Karu Jayasuriya. Though ma¬ 
ny in the party, especially its 
grassroots activists, are said 
to be backing Mr. Premada¬ 
sa, his critics argue that he 
may not be the “unifying 
force” that is needed to con¬ 
solidate both the Sinhala-ma- 
jority and minority vote. 

Meanwhile, referring to 
his possible candidacy for 
the first time, Mr. Jayasuriya 
on Tuesday said the Budd¬ 
hist clergy and civil society 
had urged him to consider 
contesting in the presiden¬ 


tial race. “Any prospect of 
my accepting a nomination 
to contest as a presidential 
candidate would be condi¬ 
tioned upon the support of 
all forces united behind the 
critical objective of abolish¬ 
ing the executive presidency, 
which has been the objective 
of civil society since 1995,” 
he said in a statement, reviv¬ 
ing a promise made by diffe¬ 
rent presidential hopefuls 
since 1994, and kept by 
none. 

‘People’s will’ 

Mr. Premadasa, apparently 
ambivalent on the issue, ear¬ 
lier told media persons that 
there was “no scientific sur¬ 
vey” so far establishing that 
the people of the country 
wanted executive presiden¬ 
cy abolished, and that he 
would act “according to the 
people’s will”. 

Amid persisting uncer¬ 


tainty in the UNP, TNA Lead¬ 
er R. Sampanthan and his 
team of parliamentarians on 
Tuesday met Mr. Wickremes¬ 
inghe. The TNA’s position is 
being closely watched, given 
that the minority Tamil vote 
is likely to play a crucial role. 

“Our leader conveyed to 
the PM that the presidential 
candidate was a matter for 
the UNP to decide, and that 
the TNA will neither inter¬ 
fere, not influence that deci¬ 
sion,” TNA spokesman M.A. 
Sumanthiran told The Hin¬ 
du. 

Further, the TNA said 
their expectations were 
clearly laid out - a political 
solution to the national ques¬ 
tion with no further delay, 
and the abolition of execu¬ 
tive presidency. Mr. Sampan¬ 
than also told the PM that 
while the TNA would talk to 
all candidates, a final deci¬ 
sion will be taken later. 
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■ ACROSS 

9 Targeted at the centre, anti¬ 
corruption crusader's cry (7) 


13 Committed a crime as the child 
slept (9) 

15 Moldable depth in the vane... 
(5) 

16 ...team otherwise will break 
for tea (7) 

19 One third of the country will 
gather by the countryside (7) 

20 Excellent deal, point taken (5) 

21 Reversal on last test for Ashes 
holder (5,4) 

25 Silent place inside a small 
bagpipe (7) 

26 A flower for sweetheart (7) 

28 Hate to prance before court, 
essentially (7) 

29 I am only making this regular 
payment (7) 

■ DOWN 


4 Republicans allow everyone to 

run (6) 

5 Movement of water mostly 

below the fish (8) 

6 Live under shade, even priest 

belongs to a special unit (5,5) 

7 Fortune in hurricane season? 

(B) 

8 Doctor urged no drink outside, 

it's donkeywork (8) 

14 A bishop's answer is pardon 
( 10 ) 

16 Intend to have mesh made of 
wool... (8) 

17 ...yet Carol provides service 
(B) 

18 A raised hat, makes sure they 
are neophytes (8) 

22 Test done internally, not on 
trauma (6) 


10 Fatter and true reflection 
covering the radii at equal 
intervals (7) 

11 In other words, I'll face 
adverse weather (7) 


12 Flipped over and over (7) 



1 Talent said to endure (6) 

2 Regularly ransack and finish up 

(6) 

3 Point out regular pairs of old 

South Americans (4) 



23 Harmony is one issue (6) 

24 One under terrible agony in 
the city (6) 

27 Trio will evenly make it 
muddy (4) 
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Solution to puzzle 12732 Solution to yesterday's Sudoku 
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FAITH 

Overwhelming experience 

Sage Suka’s mind is fully absorbed in the boundless compas¬ 
sion of Krishna when he relates the Kuchela episode to Pa- 
rikshit, says the Suta Pauranika. The story is a small one, but 
the message is profound in many ways, pointed out Sri Kesa- 
va Dikshitar in a discourse. Kuchela is steeped in Bhalcti bha- 
va and is aware of Krishna’s Paratva. He is not upset by the 
family’s poverty-stricken circumstances. He accepts it as a 
matter of fact and goes about his householder’s duties. But 
his wife wishes a better deal for the children and so asks Ku¬ 
chela to visit Krishna in Dwaraka. After all, they had been to¬ 
gether during their student days. She gives him a bundle of 
flattened rice to be offered to Krishna. Kuchela makes his 
trek to Dwaraka happy at the thought of seeing Krishna. On 
reaching Dwaraka, he is welcomed by Krishna with such 
warmth and kindness. Krishna, the embodiment of auspi¬ 
ciousness honours Kuchela by washing his feet. When Ku¬ 
chela hesitates to offer the flattened rice, Krishna forcibly 
takes it and relishes it. An overwhelmed Kuchela on his way 
back after an exhilarating experience with the Lord and His 
consort in Dwaraka ruminates over all the happenings. How 
can any display of love by a bhakta come anywhere near that 
of the Lord’s penchant for His devotee? He showers His 
grace even as clouds give rains for sustaining life on earth. 
While what He gives is immeasurable, whatever a bhakta off¬ 
ers him, even as the flattened rice as in his case, is accepted 
so graciously and with such unassuming satisfaction. Kuche¬ 
la wishes to be blessed to live in a state of mind that always 
dwells on the Lord and also in the company of devotees. Ku¬ 
chela finds that Krishna has blessed him and his family with 
prosperity. It shows that selfless love to God can liberate one 
from the shackles of samsara. 
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LIFFY THOMAS 

T wenty thousand can¬ 
didates. Four thou¬ 
sand jobs up for grabs. 
All in one day. Those are 
some numbers from a job 
fair organised recently by 
Amity University, ODL. 
They may pale in compari¬ 
son to many other job fairs 
witnessed in recent times. 
But this job fair was con¬ 
ducted virtually, in an envi¬ 
ronment that simulated a 
physical job fair. 

The participating compa¬ 
nies had their booths. Inter¬ 
views were done on video 
chat. Offer letters were given 
the same day, digitally. 

“This is our third virtual 
job fair and we are getting 
better and better organising 
it,” says Shwetank Tandon, 
head of Corporate Resource 
Centre, Amity University, 
ODL. 

This growth only demon¬ 
strates the increasing popu¬ 
larity of online job fairs. Ho¬ 
wever, compared to the 
West, the concept is still em¬ 
bryonic in India. 


ILLUSTRATION: SEBASTIAN FRANCIS 

Virtual fairs are being 
tried out in India, but it is 
yet to scale up, says Kaushik 
Banerjee, vice president 
and business head, Team- 
lease E-hire. 


Concern over fake res¬ 
umes and exaggerated 
claims often forces many 
companies to settle for the 
tested physical job fairs. 
Even those that want to re¬ 
cruit online, would want to 


have a personal interface la¬ 
ter in the process, says Ba¬ 
nerjee. 

On the advantage of hav¬ 
ing an online platform, Man- 
jula Dharmalingam, foun¬ 
der, Her Second Innings 
says they handhold the can¬ 
didate to to help her under¬ 
stand if she is ready to take 
up a job or needs “counsell¬ 
ing”. During the month-long 
virtual event, two days are 
allotted for meeting clients. 
“This shortens the recruit¬ 
ment time for a client. Be- 


The two sides of a job fair 

Online recruitment may 
be the future, but 
traditional hiring will 
not be a thing of the 


sides, as all key decision 
makers are part of any on¬ 
line recruitment process, 
hiring is quick,” she says, ad¬ 
ding that the company will 
be conducting its second 
virtual career fair soon. 

Online and offline 

So, many companies go in 
for a via media recruiting 
candidates both offline and 
online. For example, Jobs- 
ForHer has been organising 
both physical and online in¬ 
terviews for three years 
now, with the online plat¬ 
form used only for the preli¬ 
minary round. 

Under its “premium 
jobs”, Freshersworld carries 
out a series of technology- 

As all key 
W decision 
makers can 
be part of 
any online 
recruitment 
process, hiring is 
quick f 


based selection processes to 
hire candidates for an em¬ 
ployer, but for the final round, 
the shortlisted candidates 
have to visit the company. 

Leveraging technology is 
another challenge. 

“We took help from a ven¬ 
dor in Dubai to help set up the 
whole digital environment, 
where registration, screening 
and interview took place to¬ 
gether and candidates got ac¬ 
cess from their desktop/smart¬ 
phone,” says Tandon. 

Online job fairs will get big¬ 
ger in the days to come, but 
can never replace the tradi¬ 
tional element of face-to-face 
meetings. Only that this com¬ 
ponent will be seamlessly inte¬ 
grated into these fairs. 



NEWS BYTES 


Funding early-stage 
ventures 

DBS Foundation is inviting 
innovative start-ups and ear¬ 
ly-stage ventures seeking to 
solve social and environmen¬ 
tal issues to apply for a grant. 

According to a press re¬ 
lease, the award of SGD 
150,000 includes SGD 
100,000 in prize money, 
along with non-monetary 
support in the form of capac¬ 
ity building and mentoring 
by the senior management. 

The DBS Foundation So¬ 
cial Impact Prize aims to 
identify sustainable, scalable 
and enterprising business so¬ 
lutions from across the world 
that help address crucial so¬ 
cial problems and make ci¬ 
ties of the future more inclu¬ 
sive, healthier and greener, 
added the release. 

The last date for submis¬ 
sion of nominations is No¬ 
vember 17. 

For details, visit 
go.dbs.com/SIP or https:// 
www.smu.edu.sg/lky. 

Recognising women 
entrepreneurs 

NITI Aayog has launched the 
fourth edition of Women 
Transforming India (WTI) 
Awards in collaboration with 
the United Nations. This Go¬ 
vernment of India initiative is 
aimed at supporting aspiring 
as well as established women 
entrepreneurs in India, assist 


and handhold them in their 
journey from starting to scal¬ 
ing up and in expanding their 
ventures. Not only those with 
established enterprises, even 
those seeking to be an entre¬ 
preneur can apply. 

For details, visit 
https://wep.gov.in. 

A few changes to TOEFL 

From August 1, 2019, all 
TOEFL iBT(r) test takers will 
benefit from enhancements 
to the test format and score 
reporting. TOEFL(r) test time 
is being shortened by 30 mi¬ 
nutes - to just three hours - 
with no changes to the over¬ 
all test format or question 
types. 

In addition, the new MyB- 
est(tm) scores feature will 
combine test takers’ best 
scores for each section from 
all valid TOEFL iBT scores 
from the previous two years. 
MyBest scores allows test tak¬ 
ers to show their best overall 
test performance to institu¬ 
tions making important ad¬ 
missions decisions. All 
TOEFL iBT score reports sent 
after August 1, 2019, regard¬ 
less of the test administration 
date, will automatically in¬ 
clude MyBest scores along 
with the traditional scores 
from the test taker’s selected 
test date. 

ANI 


The leader as narrator 
of an overarching story 

When negative perceptions set in, it takes interpretative intelligence to retell 
narratives that are out of alignment with organisational goals 



Photo used for representational purpose, getty images 


Where the CEO saw delay in delivery of a project’, 
the subordinates were seeing purposeful 
procrastination’ 


PRINC E FREDERICK 

O f the intelligences 
stacked in a leader’s 
fat multi-level tool¬ 
kit, interpretative intelli¬ 
gence usually occupies the 
lowest shelf. It is one of the 
foremost leadership tools 
though. It helps leaders 
reshape perception and 
create a powerful narrative 
- an overarching narrative 
that reshapes those narra¬ 
tives that may be out of 
alignment with organisa¬ 
tional goals. 

Irrespective of their 
place on the leadership to¬ 
tem-pole, every leader 
needs interpretative intelli¬ 
gence to function effective¬ 
ly in their role. 

A. Geethan, organisa¬ 
tional development profes¬ 
sional and founder of Ni- 
banna Counselling and 
Psychotherapy Centre, says 
at every level of an organi¬ 
sation, perceptions will sit 
disguised as reality. 

Reshaping perception 

If left unchecked, they will 
become the reality they 


pretend to be, for better or 
for worse. Usually, for 
worse. 

“Perception is reality. 
What team members per¬ 
ceive to be true is their real¬ 
ity. They are going to hold 
on to it till they see a reason 
to revise it. It is usually the 
rope-and-snake situation, 
where the rope can be mis¬ 
taken for a snake and vice 
versa. When a team-mem¬ 
ber thinks that the leader is 
not supportive, they will 
see a harmful snake and 
their response will be based 
on that perception. It does 
not matter that what lies 
out there is just a useful 
rope. Similarly, when there 
is a snake, they may see on¬ 
ly a rope. If this perception 
is not countered, there will 
be complacency where one 
should find urgency,” says 
Geethan. 

T.T. Srinath, organisa¬ 
tional and behavioural con¬ 
sultant and author of Creat¬ 
ing Winning Relationships 


Through Conversations With 
Self, says that in almost ev¬ 
ery area of engagement 
with their teams, leaders 
will be combating differenc¬ 
es in perception, conscious¬ 
ly or unconsciously. They 
have to assume there will 
be differences, and ask the 
right questions. Doing so 
will unmask mismatch bet¬ 
ween perceptions. 

“During an intervention 
programme at a company, 
which required me to inte¬ 
ract with its employees, I 
realised that where the CEO 
saw ‘delay in delivery of a 
project’, the subordinates 
were just seeing ‘purpose¬ 
ful procrastination’, which 
they sincerely believed to 
be contributing to the qual¬ 
ity of their work,” says 
Srinath. 

Shared reality 

This is one of many situa¬ 
tions where leaders have to 
work towards creating a 
shared reality, where both 


perceptions can be juxta¬ 
posed, but only to the ex¬ 
tent that they promote effi¬ 
ciency and productivity. 

“Without a shared reali¬ 
ty, organisations can’t func¬ 
tion smoothly. The only 
way to do it is through dia¬ 
logue. It is called dialogic 
organisation development 
(DOD). It alone can lead to 
perception being updated. 
It’s the leader who has to 
lead the the process, with¬ 
out being condescending,” 
says Geethan. An effective 
narrative is not so much 
about telling as about listen¬ 
ing. Says Geethan, “The 
leader’s narrative should be 
built with the power of em- 
pathetic listening. It has to 
be a shared narrative with 
inputs from team mem¬ 
bers. Only when leaders de¬ 
code their team members’ 
stories can they encode 
theirs. 

“They can’t impose their 
narrative on the team. The 
leader’s narrative will not 
resonate with them, unless 
team members see their 
stories - at least, parts of it 
- are woven into it.” 
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INSTITUTE OF FASHION 
TECHNOLOGY KERALA 

(Government of Kerala) 

Vellimon West P.O., Kollam, Kerala 691511 
Phone 0474 2547775 / 2548798 / 2549787 
Website: www.iftk.ac.in 


Recruitment of Faculty Positions on 

Contract Basis 

No. IFTK(B)325/2019 Date: 17.09.2019 

Institute of Fashion Technology Kerala (IFTK), invites 
application for the post of Faculty position on contract 
basis. The qualification, experience etc. for the required 
post is available in www.iftk.ac.in. The last date for the 
submission of application along with the prescribed fee 
and documents at IFTK is 01/10/2019,5.00 PM. 

For more details visit: www.iftk.ac.in 

Sd/- Principal 



KERALA INFRASTRUCTURE 
INVESTMENT FUND BOARD 

3 rd Floor, Felicity Square Building, Statue, MG Road 
Thiruvananthapuram-695 001. Ph :0471-2780900, email: info@kiifb.org 

Invites applications for the post of General Manager 
(Environmental, Social & Governance). 


Educational qualification- Post Graduate Degree or Equivalent in one of the following fields: 
Finance / Economics / Management / Environmental Science / Economics / 

Social Sciences / Engineering 

*Additional Weightage for candidates having additional qualification in ESG& 
Sustainability. 


Experience- A minimum of 15 years over all work experience and 10 years specific 
work experience in ESG and Sustainability. Additional weightage for candidates having 
experience in ESG functions of banks and financial institutions 


No. of. Post-1, Upper Age Limit: 55 years, Term of appointment: 3 year contract. 
Last date of Application: 04.10.2019 

For further details and submission of application through online mode please visit our 

website:www.kiifb.org/careers 


rfe INSTITUTE OF BANKING PERSONNEL SELECTION 

1171 Website: www.ibps.in 

In case of queries / complaints please log in to http://cgrs.ibps.in/ 

COMMON RECRUITMENT PROCESS 
FOR RECRUITMENT OF CLERKS IN 
PARTICIPATING ORGANISATIONS 
(CRP CLERKS-IX FOR VACANCIES OF 2020-21) 

The online examination (Preliminary and Main) for the next 
Common Recruitment Process for selection of personnel 
for Clerical cadre Posts in the Participating Organisations is 
tentatively scheduled in December 2019 & January 2020. 

The tentative schedule of events is as follows: 

Activity 

Tentative Dates 

On-line registration including 
Edit/Modification of Application 
by candidates 

17.09.2019to 09.10.2019 

Payment of Application Fees/ 
Intimation Charges (Online) 

17.09.2019to 09.10.2019 

Download of call letters for 

Pre-Exam Training 

November 2019 

Conduct of Pre-Exam Training 

25.11.2019 to 30.11.2019 

Download of call letters for 

Online Examination - Preliminary 

November 2019 

Online Examination - 
Preliminary 

07.12.2019,08.12.2019, 
14.12.2019&21.12.2019 

Result of Online Exam - 
Preliminary 

December 2019/January 2020 

Download of Call letter for 

Online Exam-Main 

January 2020 

Online Examination - Main 

19.01.2020 

Provisional Allotment 

April 2020 

Candidates are advised to reqularly keep in touch with the 

authorised IBPS website www.ibps.in for details and 

updates. 

Before registering online candidates are advised to read the 
detailed notification and follow the instructions mentioned 
therein. 

Mumbai Director 

Date: 12.09.2019 IBPS 


SENTINl GROUP 

Sentinl Group Is upcoming industrial conglomerate having b 
In Ceramics, Bio products (ENA), Beverages. Hospitals, Alui 
tenders & I.T Industries. 

The group has entered in to production & marketing of CPVC, 
& fittings under the name of SentlnS Floplpes India (P) Ltd, f 
Nellore district of A.P. The SFIPL need the following personnef in 
in ell district towns of A,P, Telangano, Tamllandu, Karnatak; 
West Bengal, Jharkhand & Chatttagnrh. 

usiness interests 
mlna bricks,, Fire 

UPVC, SWR pipes 
actory located in 

Sales dtMrtmwTt 

Kerala, Orissa, 

S.Nej Designation Qualification 

Experience 

1. AGM MBA / Diploma 

In Marketing 

15 to 20 Trs , 

2 . Area Sales Manger MBA/ Diploma 

In Marketing 

5 to B Yrs 

|3, Executive/Sr Executive-Sales 

MBA/Any 
Graduate 

a to s vrs 

Candidates should have work experience in Sates departments of CP VC, UPVC, 
5WH pip-us &. fittings In reputed companies. The Compensation will be at pat 
with best In the Industry. 

Interested candidates may apply In confidence to Sr.VP (HR). Sentini Group, 
Plot flead No,60, JubEtee Hills, Hyderabad, TeJangana-500033, (OR) 

Email CV'$ tp srvphr^sentinigroup.com within 15 days. 



RESERVE BANK OF INDIA SERVICES BOARD, MUMBAI 

www.rbi.org.in 

ADVT.No.1/2019-20 

1. Applications are invited for recruitment to following posts in the 
Reserve Bank of India. 

Sr. No 

Posts 

Vacancies 

1 

Officers in Grade ‘B’ (DR)-General 

156 

2 

Officers in Grade ‘B’ (DR)-DEPR* 

20 

3 

Officers in Grade ‘B’ (DR)-DSIM@ 

23 

* Department of Economic and Policy Research 

©Department of Statistics and Information Management 

2. For all other details such as eligibility criteria, reservation of 
vacancies, scheme of selection, submission of on-line application 
and other instructions, please refer to the detailed advertisement 
to be oublished on the Bank’s website (www.rbi.ora.inl on 
September 20, 2019 and in the Employment News / Rozgar 
Samachar on September 28, 2019 / subsequent issue. Candidates 
can apply for these posts only by online mode through the Bank’s 
website. 

3. IMPORTANT DATES 

Website Link Open- For online Registration of 
Applications & Payment of Fees/ Intimation 
Charges 

September 21, 2019 
to October 11, 2019 

Gr B (DR)-General-Phase 1 & DEPR/DSIM 
Paper 1 examinations 

November 9, 2019 

Gr B (DR)-General-Phase II examinations 

December 1, 2019 

Gr B (DR) - DEPR / DSIM Paper II & III 
examinations 

December 2, 2019 

NOTE: Corrigendum, if any, issued on the above advertisement, will be 
published only on the Bank’s website. 


OVERSEAS 


MINISTRY OF HEALTH OMAN REQUIRED DOCTORS 

Final walk in client interview with MOH panel from 23 rd to 28 th Sept, at Bangalore 


Email your cv and call us to schedule your interview and get the interview date 
CONSULTANT (GRADE 2) • Obstetrics & Gynaecology • Critical Care 

• Internal Medicine • General Anaesthesia • Emergency Medicine • Package Salary- 
0R 4270 • MBBS + Internship + MD/MS or equivalent +12 yrs of exp. in the speciality. 
SENIOR SPECIALIST (GRADE 3) • Obstetrics & Gynecology • Emergency 
Medicine • Neonatology • Radiologist (mammography) • Package Salary - OR 3350 

• MBBS + Internship + MD/MS or equivalent + 9 yrs exp. in the specialty after the Master. 
SPECIALIST (GRADE 6) • Obstetrics & Gynecology • Cardiac Anaesthesia 

• Emergency Medicine • General Anaesthesia • Radiologist (mammography) 

• Package Salary - OR 2045 • MBBS + Internship + MD/MS or equivalent + 3 yrs of 
exp. after the Master. 

MEDICAL OFFICER (GRADE 9) • Obstetrics & Gynaecology 

• General Anaesthesia • Emergency Medicine • Package Salary - OR 1441 • MBBS 
or equivalent + 4 yrs exp. • The last 3 yrs of medical practice should be full time in the 
speciality • Practice in privately owned unregistered clinic is not acceptable. 


Certificate from the old soviet Union & eastern European countries won’t be considered 
Email: moh@gheewalajobs.com call 8108108942/9188747749/9188720084 


L 
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_ F.GHEIWALA 

'W HUMAN RESOURCE CONSULTANTS 


408, Rex Chambers, Near C.S.T 
Station, Ballard Estate, Mumbai-400 038. 


Hiring Faculty for Govt. 
Ethiopian Universities 

Large number of vacancies in Engineering, Acct. / Business & Economics, 
Pharmacy, Nursing & Health Sciences. 

Salary range : Rs.1,04,000/- to Rs.2,27,000/- p.m. Free Air Tickets, etc. 
Refer www.globalplacements.ind.in for details of qualification, vacancies, 
experience, dates & venue of the interviews, etc. 

Please email your detailed CV, mentioning your subject / 
specialization to: faculty@globalplacements.ind.in 
within 7 days. Candidates who have applied to us in the 
last four months need not apply again. 

SKYPE interviews starts from 29 th September, 2019. 

218, Amrutha Ville, Raj Bhavan Road, Somajiguda, Hyderabad-82. | 

Ph: 040-23306978. Website: www.globalplacements.ind.in 
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MARKET WATCH 


17-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 36,481 -1.73 

US Dollar 71.79 -0.26 

Gold 38,905 -0.38 

Brent oil 64.66.-4.54 


1 NIFTY 50 1 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

.365.30. 

.-5.30 

Asian Paints. 

1530.90. 

.9.60 

Axis Bank. 

...640.45.. 

....-30.45 

Bajaj Auto. 

.2773.15. 

-101.30 

Bajaj Finserv. 

.7150.50.. 

-129.75 

Bajaj Finance. 

.3368.40. 

....-50.45 

Bharti Airtel. 

339.85. 

.-4.15 

BPCL. 

.368.75. 

-11.25 

Britannia Ind. 

.2692.45. 

....-22.60 

Cipla. 

...460.65.. 

.-9.85 

Coal India. 

.... 197.60.. 

.-2.95 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

2738.05 

.12.75 

Eicher Motors. 

16284.95. 

. -479.35 

GAIL (India). 

. 131.90 

.2.20 

Grasim Ind. 

.700.95. 

....-15.75 

HCL Tech. 

1055.85 

....-14.05 

HDFC. 

1996.25 

....-50.50 

HDFC Bank. 

2211.35 

....-32.80 

Hero MotoCorp. 

2568.95 

-169.70 

Hindalco. 

197.95 

.-2.45 

Hind Unilever. 

1831.20 

.14.90 

Indiabulls HFL. 

429.15 

.-6.10 

ICICI Bank. 

...400.65.. 

-11.50 

Induslnd Bank. 

1332.60. 

....-43.35 

Bharti Infratel. 

.250.20. 

.-1.75 

Infosys. 

831.25 

.3.55 

Indian OilCorp. 

...125.20. 

.-3.35 

ITC. 

237.20 

.-2.20 

JSW Steel. 

. 216.20. 

.-9.45 

Kotak Bank. 

.1448.30.. 

-26.65 

L&T. 

1313.70 

....-29.90 

M&M. 

521.95 

-15.00 

Maruti Suzuki. 

.6130.40.. 

-282.35 

NTPC. 

...120.90.. 

.-2.35 

ONGC. 

129.70 

.-1.00 

PowerGrid Corp. 

...200.45.. 

.-1.70 

Reliance Ind. 

1197.45. 

-13.30 

State Bank. 

273.95 

-10.75 

Sun Pharma. 

...420.65.. 

.-6.15 

Tata Motors. 

.... 122.00.. 

.-6.60 

Tata Steel. 

...344.95.. 

-16.15 

TCS. 

2122.65 

-27.35 

Tech Mahindra. 

.705.95. 

-13.50 

Titan. 

1158.25 

.9.70 

UltraTech Cement... 

.3900.40.. 

....-92.45 

UPL. 

. 563.30. 

.-0.80 

Vedanta . 

.... 145.40.. 

.-3.25 

Wipro. 

...244.15.. 

.-2.95 

YES Bank. 

.65.10 

.-1.95 

Zee Entertainment. 

337.35 

.-7.60 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 

except yen at 4 p.m. 

on September 17 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

...71.58 

71.90 

Euro. 

.78.93 

.79.28 

British Pound. 

.88.85.. 

89.25 

Japanese Yen (100) 

66.19 

66.49 

Chinese Yuan. 

... 10.09.. 

10.13 

Swiss Franc. 

...71.97.. 

.72.30 

Singapore Dollar. 

...52.01.. 

.52.26 

Canadian Dollar. 

...53.99 

54.25 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

... 17.11 

17.21 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 17 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 50.4.(50.3) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3615.(3620) 


Rupee weak 
for second 
day, closes at 
71.79 a dollar 


SEBI bars Gautam Thapar 
from accessing capital market 

Regulator orders forensic audit to check books of accounts of CG Power 



Firm action: SEBI has also barred past directors Madhav 
Acharya and B. Hariharan and CFO V.R. Venkatesh. ■ reuters 



Calling India: The iPhone maker has sought incentives to 
boost smartphone exports from the country. ■ reuters 

Apple exports could 
touch $1 bn this year 

Firm seeks sector-specific policy 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) has 
barred Gautam Thapar, 
chairman, CG Power & In¬ 
dustrial Solutions along with 
senior officials of the compa¬ 
ny from accessing the capital 
market for their alleged role 
in siphoning off money from 
the listed firm. 

The capital markets regu¬ 
lator has also ordered a fo¬ 
rensic audit to verify allega¬ 
tions of manipulation and 
misrepresentation in the 
books of accounts of the 
company. 

Loss to shareholders 

“Acts on the part of the noti- 
cees have resulted in the sha¬ 
reholders of CG Power losing 
the value of their sharehold¬ 
ing which amounts to a 
‘fraud’ on its public inves¬ 
tors,” SEBI whole time mem¬ 
ber G. Mahalingam said in a 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

For India to become a $5 tril¬ 
lion economy, the wealth will 
have to be created by the priv¬ 
ate sector and hence the go¬ 
vernment will privatise a lot of 
its assets across sectors in the 
coming months, said Amitabh 
Kant, chief executive officer, 
Niti Aayog. 

“The government wants to 
be a facilitator and a catalyst, 
the wealth must be created by 
the private sector,” Mr. Kant 
said while speaking at the Mor- 
ningstar Investment Confe¬ 
rence. 

“And this would require us 


32-page order. Apart from 
Mr. Thapar, the watchdog 
has barred past directors 
Madhav Acharya and B. Ha¬ 
riharan and chief financial 
officer V.R. Venkatesh. 

On August 20, the firm 
disclosed that it had found 
certain unauthorised tran¬ 
sactions by the employees of 
the company and also a let¬ 
ter from a financing compa¬ 
ny regarding failure of inter- 



Amitabh Kant 


to do several things which 
are both cyclical and struc¬ 
tural... And therefore in the 
months to come, we will do 
a lot of asset monetisation 
and asset recycling,” he ad¬ 
ded. 


est payment. 

Further, it said that the to¬ 
tal liabilities of the compa- 
nyand the group “may have 
been potentially understat¬ 
ed” by approximately 
^1,053.54 crore and 31,608.17 
crore respectively, as on 
March 31, 2018, and by 
3:601.83 crore and M01.83 
crore, respectively as on 
April 1, 2017. 

Meanwhile, the SEBI 


probe found irregularities in 
the manner of sale of certain 
real estate assets of the com¬ 
pany. 

“The transactions are pri- 
ma facie designed to divert/ 
siphon off money from the 
listed company, which right¬ 
fully belongs to its sharehol¬ 
ders,” the SEBI order said. 

“While some information 
has emerged on the basis of 
a preliminary examination, a 
detailed forensic audit could 
bring out the complete pic¬ 
ture and the extent of the 
misstatement/misappropria¬ 
tion,” it added, while direct¬ 
ing the BSE to appoint an in¬ 
dependent auditor or audit 
firm. 

The auditor’s mandate 
would be to check if there 
were any instances of ma¬ 
nipulation of the financials 
of the company or any kind 
of misrepresentation, 
wrongful diversion/siphon¬ 
ing of company funds. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

After weakening close to 1% 
in the previous session, the 
rupee dropped another 
0.27% on Tuesday as crude 
oil prices stayed elevated 
after the drone attacks on 
Saudi Arabia’s oil facilities. 

After opening at 71.83 a 
dollar as compared to pre¬ 
vious close of 71.60, the ru¬ 
pee hit the day’s low of 
71.98 before closing at 71.79 
a dollar. 

Elevated crude oil prices 
will weaken the country’s 
macroeconomic funda¬ 
mentals like inflation and 
current account deficit as 
India imports over 80% of 
its requirements. 

Oil price surge 

“It remains to be seen if 
Monday’s [oil] price surge 
sustains. If it does, it could 
complicate the economy’s 
macroeconomic outlook, 
as sensitivity of external 
balances to oil prices is 
high,” said Radhika Rao, 
economist, DBS Bank. 

DBS’s FX Strategist team 
maintains that emerging 
Asian currencies, most at 
the risk of higher oil prices, 
are from the countries with 
the biggest oil trade defi¬ 
cits. 

These include the won, 
baht and rupee, while the 
ringgit will be the most 
resilient. 

Crude oil benchmark, 
Brent Futures, surged by 
almost 20% to $71.95 per 
barrel (intra-day) on Mon¬ 
day, after twin drone at¬ 
tacks on Saturday wiped 
out more than half of Saudi 
Arabia’s crude supply. 

However, Brent Futures 
on Tuesday saw some 
moderation and was trad¬ 
ing at $68.07 per barrel, 
down 1.38% over the pre¬ 
vious close. 


YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

NEW DELHI 

Technology giant Apple’s 
exports via its OEM partners 
from India are likely to 
touch $1 billion in the cur¬ 
rent year amid the Centre’s 
push to expand the manu¬ 
facturing base and make the 
country an export hub. 

“Apple started manufac¬ 
turing in 2017 and within 
the last two years, they have 
gone from zero to $0.5 bil¬ 
lion in exports. Their ex¬ 
ports through partners are 
expected to touch $1 billion 
in 2019,” an official source 
told The Hindu. 

The U.S.- headquartered 
company currently manu¬ 
factures two iPhone models 
in India - iPhone 6S and 
iPhone 7. Earlier, it was also 
producing iPhone SE. The 
company was also to begin 
manufacturing iPhone 8 
and iPhone XR in the coun¬ 
try before the end of 2019. 

Exporting accessories 

Apple, which undertakes 
manufacturing in India via 
contract manufacturers, has 
also started exporting acces¬ 
sories from the country, the 
official said. Apple did not 
respond to the story till the 
time of going to the press. 

On Monday, after a meet¬ 
ing with over 50 CEOs from 


the electronics industry. 
Electronics and IT Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad told 
Apple to form a “robust” 
presence in India and that 
their investment till now in 
the country was just a “tip of 
the iceberg.” 

‘Stable regime’ 

The official added that Ap¬ 
ple had sought a “stable and 
predictable” regime before 
it looks at shifting or ex¬ 
panding its well-established 
manufacturing base from 
China to India. 

“They have also clarified 
that they do not seek specif¬ 
ic concession for manufac¬ 
turing in India and exports, 
but have sought a sector- 
specific policy and incen¬ 
tives to boost smartphone 
exports and make India 
competitive with China and 
Vietnam.” 

According to an industry 
expert, India has a 12-18% 
disability in cost of manu¬ 
facturing vis-a-vis China and 
Vietnam - the two largest 
smartphone exporters in 
the world - due to infras¬ 
tructure, logistics, taxes, 
cost of land etc. 

In addition, India’s la¬ 
bour cost arbitrage doesn’t 
help Apple much as it con¬ 
stitutes only 1% of the total 
iPhone manufacturing cost. 


Lots of asset monetisation in coming months: Kant 

Govt, to privatise roads, airports, power transmission and shipping terminals 

The 1980 batch Indian nalising its report. 
Administrative Services “I’m sure that this would 
(IAS) officer further said that lead to some major structu- 
the government would priv- ral reforms in the agricul- 
atise assets like roads, air- ture sector as well,” Mr. 
ports, power transmission Kant said, adding that agri- 
and shipping terminals. culture, along with gender 

It is necessary to do that parity and exports, were the 
so that the private sector key elements for India to 
can come in and along with grow significantly over a 
that credit flow can start, he long period of time, 
said. On a different note, he “India has a very vibrant 
said that structural reforms private sector and a govern- 
for the agricultural sector ment which has the political 
would soon be announced will and the determination 
as the Committee of Chief to take India to a $5 trillion 
Ministers headed by Deven- economy. No doubt that will 
dra Fadnavis to suggest such be achieved by 2024,” he 
reforms is on the verge of fi- concluded. 


+ Ramamoorthy is Cognizant India CMD 

He will build management and operating committees 


Tata Power arm to exit JV 

Stake sale in South Africa’s Cennergi to fetch $106 million 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Nasdaq listed IT firm Cogni¬ 
zant has elevated Ramkumar 
Ramamoorthy as chairman 
and managing director of 
Cognizant India, and named 
him head of India opera¬ 
tions. He will be reporting di¬ 
rectly to the company’s exec¬ 
utive committee. 

Cognizant CEO Brian 
Humphries in an email to 
Cognizant employees on 
September 17, said, “In the 
weeks ahead, [Mr.] Ramku¬ 
mar will be establishing both 
a management committee 
and an operating committee 
for India. 

“These committees will 
help us further strengthen 
our operations in the coun¬ 
try, proactively advance our 
agenda as we engage with 
the media and government, 
drive greater diversity and 
inclusion throughout our or¬ 
ganisation, and extend our 



Ramkumar Ramamoorthy 


corporate citizenship efforts 
and our reputation as an em¬ 
ployer of choice as we work 
to accelerate Cognizant’s 
top-line growth.” 

Mr. Ramamoorthy told 
The Hindu that his imme¬ 
diate priorities will be to 
build a management com¬ 
mittee and an operating 
committee in India to furth¬ 
er strengthen the firm’s op¬ 
erations across 13 cities in In¬ 
dia. “Secondly, given the 
digital disruptions happen¬ 


ing across industries, we 
want to sustain our position 
as an employer of choice in 
campuses and the lateral 
market, and extend our re¬ 
cruiting engine beyond tra¬ 
ditional engineering and 
management disciplines to 
data science, artificial intelli¬ 
gence (AI), cyber security, 
IoT as well as human scienc¬ 
es,” he added. 

In the last 18 months. Cog¬ 
nizant has upskilled and res¬ 
killed over 1,40,000 em¬ 
ployees globally. 

Shift in hiring profile 

In terms of hiring, Mr. Rama¬ 
moorthy said, “We will see a 
shift in the profile of hiring. 
From hiring for generic tech¬ 
nology skills, we are already 
seeing hiring for niche skills, 
including data science, artifi¬ 
cial intelligence, IoT, digital 
strategy and design, DevOps 
and agile, among others.” 

In the past five years (ca¬ 


lendar years 2014 to 2018), 
Cognizant saw a net head- 
count addition of over 
66,000 professionals in In¬ 
dia, and in the first two quar¬ 
ters of this year (January to 
June 2019), Cognizant saw a 
net headcount addition of 
over 7,000 professionals. 

During his 21 years with 
Cognizant, Mr. Ramamoor¬ 
thy has helped architect and 
shape Cognizant’s leader¬ 
ship position and brand. 

He is a member of the 
company’s global Executive 
Leadership Team (ELT) res¬ 
ponsible for driving the com¬ 
pany’s strategy and opera¬ 
tions and has held various 
senior positions in the com¬ 
pany, including executive di¬ 
rector, India, senior vice pre¬ 
sident (marketing and 
communications) and chief 
knowledge officer. 

He has incubated and nur¬ 
tured several portfolios at 
Cognizant. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Tata Power’s wholly owned 
subsidiary Khopoli Invest¬ 
ments Ltd. has executed a 
share purchase agreement 
with Exxaro Resources Ltd. 
for the divestment of the 
company’s entire 50% stake 
in Cennergi, a South African 
joint venture, for$106 mil¬ 
lion subject to normal work¬ 
ing capital and other 
adjustments. 

“The agreement will be 
subject to, amongst others, 
normal regulatory approvals 
customary for this type of 
transaction. Cennergi (Pty) 
Ltd. is a 50:50 joint venture 
between Exxaro Resources 
Ltd. and Khopoli Invest¬ 
ments Ltd.,” said Tata Power 
in a statement. 

Exxaro is a leading South 
African coal producer and 
under the agreement, Exxa¬ 
ro will acquire the entire 
50% shareholding of Khopo- 



Praveer Sinha 


li Investments Ltd. 

The agreement is likely to 
be completed by Q3FY20 
and post this transaction, 
Exxaro would have 100% 
ownership of Cennergi. 

Monetising asset 

“The decision to monetise 
this South African asset is in 
alignment with our stated 
strategy to deleverage the 
balance sheet by divesting 
sub-optimal size internation¬ 
al assets,” said Praveer Sin¬ 
ha, CEO and MD, Tata 


Power. 

“The proceeds from such 
sale would be re-invested in 
emerging areas where there 
is a huge growth opportuni¬ 
ty. The company will focus 
on renewable power, power 
distribution and service-led 
businesses in India which 
will bring in greater value 
and help us align with the 
emerging consumer needs,” 
he added. 

Cennergi owns two wind 
farms in South Africa - 
Amakhala Emoyeni (with a 
generation capacity of 134.4 
MW and 95% shareholding) 
and Tsitsikamma Communi¬ 
ty Wind Farm (with a gener¬ 
ation capacity of 95.3 MW 
and 75% shareholding). Each 
project has a 20-year power 
purchase agreement (PPA) 
with the State power utility 
Eskom. Tata Power shares 
on BSE closed down 0.62% 
at 3:63.95 in a weak Mumbai 
market on Tuesday. 


Oil companies 
hike petrol, 
diesel prices 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

State-owned oil marketing 
companies (OMCs) have in¬ 
creased the price of petrol 
by up to 14 paisa per litre 
and price of diesel by up to 
16 paisa per litre with effect 
from Tuesday morning in 
the four metros, according 
to data from Indian Oil Cor¬ 
poration Limited (IOCL). 

The prices may go up to 
3:5 per litre each for petrol 
and diesel in the coming 
fortnight if global crude oil 
prices stay at the current 
levels. The price of petrol 
has been increased by 14 
paisa per litre in New Del¬ 
hi, Mumbai and Chennai, 
and by 13 paisa per litre in 
Kolkata. 

Diesel price has been in¬ 
creased by 15 paisa per litre 
in New Delhi and Kolkata 
and 16 paisa per litre in 
Chennai and Mumbai. 


Export promotion councils 
chalk out strategy to meet targets 

Move to achieve $1 trillion in 5 years envisaged by govt. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

In line with the Union Com¬ 
merce Ministry’s target to 
triple India’s exports from 
$331 billion to $1 trillion in 
five years, export promotion 
councils have chalked out 
plans to achieve the same. 

“This means almost dou¬ 
bling exports of the sector in 
the next five years,” said R. 
Veeramani, president, Ca- 
pexil. 

Capexil promotes the 
shipments of chemical and 
alliedproducts that contri¬ 
bute more than 7% of India’s 
total merchandise exports. 

“The export target fixed 
for Capexil products is 
$25.57 billion for the year 
2019-20, which marks a sub¬ 
stantial growth compared to 
$ 22.24 billion in 2017-18,” he 
said. 




He said the exports of 
minerals and ore, which 
grew 9.39% and non-mineral 
products, which grew 
22.42% compared with 2017- 
18, were set to grow further. 

Chemexcil, the export 
promotion council for basic 
chemicals, dyes, dye inter¬ 
mediates, agrochemicals 
and cosmetics, is wooing 
overseas buyers to boost 
exports. 



Ajay K. Kadakia, chair¬ 
man, Chemexcil said the fo¬ 
cus for this year is to grow 
exports in the fields of spe¬ 
ciality chemicals, polymers 
and agrochemicals. 

Ravish Kamath, chair¬ 
man, Plexconcil, which pro¬ 
moters plastics’ exports, 
said, “Globally plastics is a $1 
trillion economy and this de¬ 
monstrates the vast poten¬ 
tial that the segment holds 
for our fraternity in the 
areas of automotive, con¬ 
struction, electronics, 
healthcare, textiles and 
FMCG.” He said India’s plas¬ 
tics exports in 2018-19 were 
worth $10.89 billion against 
$8.85 billion in 2017-18, up 
24% and this year, it is ex¬ 
pected to grow further as ef¬ 
forts were on to boost ex¬ 
ports to more than 210 
countries. 



Coffee Day board clears 
IT park sale to Blackstone 

130-acre park is valued at £2,700 crore 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Coffee Day Enterprises has 
signed definitive agreements 
with the New York-based 
private equity player Black- 
stone and domestic realty 
firm Salarpuria Sattva 
Group, for a sale of its 130- 
acre Global Village Tech 
Park on Mysore Road, in the 
outskirts of the city. 

The company board has 
approved this sale as part of 
efforts to raise funds to clear 
off its debt pile. 

The transaction, at an en¬ 
terprise value of 32,700 
crore, was subject to certain 
closing adjustments, the 
company said in a 
statement. 

“With reference to above- 
mentioned subject and in 
continuation to our disclo¬ 
sure dated August 14, 2019, 
we wish to inform that the 


board has approved and the 
company has executed the 
definitive agreements with 
entities belonging to Black- 
stone Group and the Salar¬ 
puria Sattva Group for in¬ 
vestment in GV Techparks 
Private Limited, a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Tanglin 
Development Limited,” it 
said in a stock exchange 
filing. 

“This transaction will 
substantially bring down the 
debt level of the group, 
which was earlier disclosed 
on August 17, 2019 as ?4,970 
crore,” it said. 

The closing of the transac¬ 
tion was subject to receipt of 
regulatory approvals. 

Coffee Day Group has 
been liquidating and raising 
funds in the last over a 
month after the death of its 
founder chairman V.G Sidd- 
hartha. 




IT’s time to focus on new 
markets around globe: ESC 

Japan yet to be understood, explored, says council 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

It is time India developed 
new IT markets around the 
globe in addition to expand¬ 
ing its existing markets, sug¬ 
gested Electronics and Com¬ 
puter Software Export 
Promotion Council (ESC), a 
body supported by the Un¬ 
ion Ministry of Commerce 
and Industries. 

Currently, the U.S., U.K. 
and Europe together ac¬ 
count for more than 86% of 
the country’s IT exports. 
“There are several new and 
emerging IT markets that 
can be explored by Indian 
technology providers. 

“Latin America as a re¬ 
gion, in addition to Asean 
countries, Africa, CIS region 
and the Middle East are 
warming up towards Indian 


Currently, the U.S., 
W U.K. and Europe 
together account 
for over 86% of IT 
exports 

providers,” said ESC execu¬ 
tive director D.K. Sareen. 

As per ESC statistics, La- 
tAm contributed IT exports 
worth $840 million in 2018 
against $671 million in the 
previous year. 

Africa contributed $1.2 
billion in 2018 ($1.07 billion), 
Asean countries brought in 
$6 billion ($5.6 billion), the 
CIS block, mostly compris¬ 
ing Armenia, Azerbaijan, Be¬ 
larus, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Rus¬ 
sia, Tajikistan, Turkmenis¬ 
tan, Ukraine and Uzbekis¬ 
tan, contributed $600 
million ($582 million) and 


the Middle East’s share was a 
sizeable $2.3 billion in 2018 
against $2 billion in the pre¬ 
vious year. 

“Japan is another geogra¬ 
phy where Indian players 
are yet to make any signifi¬ 
cant dent. India’s current IT 
revenue exposure to Japan is 
some 4% as of now. 

Huge market 

“But it is a huge market, yet 
to be understood and ex¬ 
plored as culture and lan¬ 
guage have always come as a 
barrier,” said Mr. Sareen. 

ESC’s annual tech exposi¬ 
tion, Indiasoft 2020, sche¬ 
duled to be held between 
March 3 and 4, 2020 in Hyd¬ 
erabad will feature an exclu¬ 
sive exposition for compa¬ 
nies that focus on internet of 
things (IoTs). 
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Federal Bank gets into expansion mode 

Lender to open 32 branches during FY20; doorstep gold loans yield HOC) crore revenue in 4 months 



Spreading wings: In Tamil Nadu, the bank plans to end the 
year with 150 branches, says Shyam Srinivasan ■.buoy ghosh 


Philips India keen on 
playing lead role in 
value-based healthcare 

Huge gap in this market: Daniel Mazon 



IOB to offer repo rate 
linked loans from Oct.1 


CHENNAI 

Public sector lender Indian 
Overseas Bank (IOB) has 
decided to link new loans to 
retail segment and micro and 
small enterprises to repo 
linked lending rate (RLLR). 
Henceforth, all the new 
loans under these categories 
will be offered with RLLR 
from October 1. The retail 
segment includes loans to 
housing, vehicle and 
education sectors. The new 
rates will be published on 
October 1, the bank said in a 
statement. 

DHFL defaults on 
$20.17 million ECB 

MUMBAI 

Cash-strapped mortgage 
lender DHFL has defaulted on 
repayment of funds raised 
through external commercial 
borrowing, the company 
informed the stock 
exchanges. DHFL defaulted 
on $20.17 million, payment 
for which was due on 
September 16 and 17. 

The company, which has 
already defaulted on 
commercial papers and 
non-convertible debentures, 
is negotiating with banks to 
implement a debt recast plan. 

IL&FS, group firms to 
sell 494 acres of land 

NEW DELHI 

Cash-strapped IL&FS, along 
with its two arms, has 
decided to sell a total of 494 
acre land parcels in three 
States in a bid to generate 
capital and pare debt. IL&FS, 
IL&FS Township & Urban 
Assets and IL&FS 
Engineering and 
Construction Co. currently 
hold 9%, 40% and 31% 
stakes respectively in Hill 
County Properties Ltd. 
(HCPL), IL&FS group said in a 
notice inviting expression of 
interest, pti 


N. AN AND 

CHENNAI 

Aluva-based Federal Bank 
Ltd. plans to add at least 32 
new branches during the 
current fiscal, said a top 
official. 

“After a gap of four-and-a- 
half years, we have decided 
to expand our branch net¬ 
work,” said Shyam Sriniva¬ 
san, MD and CEO, Federal 
Bank Ltd. “During the cur¬ 
rent year, we will open over 
30 branches in select loca¬ 
tions which have strategic 
advantage and business po¬ 
tential,” he added. 

Between 2011-15, Federal 
Bank opened 600 branches 
in different parts of the coun¬ 
try. The bank recruited rela¬ 
tionship managers, added 
digital capabilities, went for 
product innovations and 
strengthened its “fleet on 

‘Keep PET 
bottles out of 
single-use ban’ 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

All-India Recycled Fibre & 
Yarn Manufacturers Asso¬ 
ciation has requested the 
Centre to keep PET bottles 
outside the purview of sin¬ 
gle use plastic packaging 
material. 

Association president 
B.P. Sultania has written in 
this regard to the Union Mi¬ 
nister for Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
in the wake of the Centre 
proposing a ban on single 
use plastic bottles. He said 
PET bottles could be 
recycled. 

The recycled polyester 
staple fibre (RPSF) indus¬ 
try was engaged in and 
committed to improving 
and sustaining clean 
environment. 


street” (marketing 

personnel). 

“Now that all these initia¬ 
tives have started yielding 
positive results, we started 
branch expansion during the 
second quarter. Over the 
next five years, branch bank¬ 
ing, per se, will not make any 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Exports of leather, leather 
products and footwear from 
India declined by 4.90% in 
the first quarter of the cur¬ 
rent fiscal to $1.3 billion fol¬ 
lowing recessionary trends 
and fierce price 
competition. 

In rupee terms, the ex¬ 
ports touched ^9,071 crore 
against ?9,159 crore for the 
corresponding period last 
year, according to the figures 
released by the Directorate 
General of Commercial In¬ 
telligence and Statistics. 

Exports of finished leath¬ 
er products dropped by 30% 
in dollar terms. 

“We have been facing 
challenges on the export 
front due to a combination 
of factors such as recession¬ 
ary trends and fierce price 


sense as the number of peo¬ 
ple walking into branches 
will come down. So, the 
numbers (new branches) will 
be less. This calls for innova¬ 
tion and digital expansion,” 
he said. 

In the last few days, the 
bank had opened branches 



Panaruna Aqeel 


competition. Consequently, 
exports from the sector de¬ 
clined during the first quar¬ 
ter,” said Panaruna Aqeel, 
chairman. Council for Leath¬ 
er Exports. 

“But this is only a tempor¬ 
ary phenomenon and the 
sector has the potential to 
achieve double-digit growth 
levels in the coming 
months,” he added. 


at Karaikudi (Tamil Nadu), 
Guntur (Andhra Pradesh) 
and Velachery (Chennai). 
Plans are afoot to open four 
more branches by October 
end and 25 more in the se¬ 
cond half of the current fis¬ 
cal. “Tamil Nadu has 136 
branches and we plan to end 
the year with 150 branches. 

“They would come up in 
Chennai, Salem, Erode and 
Coimbatore to name a few,” 
he said. 

“Our latest offering of pro¬ 
viding hassle-free doorstep 
gold loans to customers has 
yielded a revenue of ?100 
crore in four months. Cur¬ 
rently, it is being offered in 
Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil 
Nadu. Soon, the product will 
be introduced in Odisha and 
Surat,” he added. 

Mr. Srinivasan said Feder¬ 
al Bank was recently ranked 


Referring to the recent an¬ 
nouncement of the Union Fi¬ 
nance Minister about the 
new scheme of Remission of 
Duties or Taxes on Export 
Products (RODTEP), he said 
it would be introduced by Ja¬ 
nuary 2020. Till then, MEIS 
(Merchandise Exports from 
India Scheme) would be in 
force. RODTEP would more 
than adequately incentivise 
exporters than the existing 
schemes put together. 

“This would help en¬ 
hance our price competitive¬ 
ness,” he said. 

He also said that easy and 
timely availability of credit 
at affordable interest levels 
was extremely important to 
the leather and footwear 
sector as this alone could 
help in tapping the huge op¬ 
portunities available in the 
global market. 


by Forbes Asia as one of the 
most respected companies 
in Asia having a sales of more 
than $1 billion. From a list of 
3,200 companies in APAC re¬ 
gion, the list was narrowed 
down to 200 companies in 
Asia to 19 from India and 
then to two (Federal Bank 
being one of them) in the 
banking sector. 

The companies were 
ranked on profitability, top¬ 
line growth, debt-equity ra¬ 
tio, governance, average 
sales, revenue growth and 
return on capital. 

He also said the bank was 
planning to acquire a micro¬ 
finance firm with an asset 
base of £2,500 crore and had 
been in talks with eight to 10 
companies. 

To a query on loss-making 
branches, he said they were 
down to single digits. 

Improve wage 
offer, unions 
tell IBA 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The United Forum of Bank 
Unions (UFBU), the um¬ 
brella body of nine banking 
sector trade unions, has 
urged the Indian Banks’ As¬ 
sociation (IBA) to further 
improve its offer for offic¬ 
ers and workmen to seal 
the 11th bipartite wage set¬ 
tlement. 

At the 20th round of 
wage talks between IBA 
and UFBU, the former 
agreed to improve its offer 
on the payslip cost from 
10% to 12%. “The offer has 
to be at least more than 15% 
which was settled under 
10th settlement (from 2012 
to 2017),” said C.H. Venlca- 
tachalam, general secre¬ 
tary, All India Bank Em¬ 
ployees Association. 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

Philips India, the Indian sub¬ 
sidiary of the Netherlands- 
based health technology ma¬ 
jor Royal Philips, said the 
company would play a lead 
role in the value-based 
healthcare segment in India 
as it sees a huge vacuum in 
this space in the country. 

Daniel Mazon, managing 
director, Philips India said 
value-based healthcare was 
increasingly becoming an in¬ 
dustry discussion across 
emerging economies, in¬ 
cluding India. 

“Historically, healthcare 
has been more like: let me 
treat you because something 
has happened to you, also let 
me treat you as many times 
as needed. But how would a 
patient know all clinical in¬ 
terventions and diagnosis 
carried out on him/her are 
going to create value and 
good outcomes,” he said. 

Mr. Mazon asserted that 
there existed a huge gap in 
the healthcare market as 
hospitalisation and treat¬ 
ments, accompanied by all 
kinds of diagnosis and multi¬ 
ple clinical interventions, 
alone need not create value 
(proper healing) for the 
patients. 

Real solutions 

“The holistic piece in health 
care has been missing. 
That’s why we have con¬ 
sciously made a decision to 
invest in healthcare and be 
very focussed on this space. 
We have moved away from 
mere products to real solu¬ 
tions. When I say value, we 
want to create good out¬ 
comes for patients after they 
are out of the hospitals. We 
are now more nimble-footed 
and are investing and inno- 



Daniel Mazon 


vating constantly to create 
technology and solutions to 
ensure better health,” Mr. 
Mazon added. 

It may be recalled that the 
€20 billion conglomerate 
Royal Philips had gone in for 
a major business restructur¬ 
ing in 2013 to become a 
healthcare technology solu¬ 
tions provider. It made 11 ac¬ 
quisitions to sharpen its fo¬ 
cus on health-related 
technologies, in the last six 
years. 

Philips now introduces 
some 15 to 20 new health¬ 
care and wellness solutions 
and devices, ranging from 
smart water purifiers, 
breathing (sleep) machines 
to MRI equipment, in the In¬ 
dian market every year. 

Mr. Mazon further said, 
“India is a special market for 
us and we want to touch ev¬ 
ery Indian by directly contri¬ 
buting to his health and and 
well-being. With our pre-In¬ 
dependence presence since 
1930, we are a household 
name here. We are also part 
of the government’s Ayush- 
man project.” 

Post consolidation. Phi¬ 
lips has been growing in dou¬ 
ble digits in India along with 
other emerging healthcare 
markets like China, Latin 
America, some countries in 
South East Asia and Africa. 


Leather exports dip 4.90% in Q1 

Recessionary trends, fierce price competition hit sector 
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18 SHOWCASE 


Beyond 
the call 
of duty 

Artist Shelly Jyoti’s exhibition using 
Ajrakh on Khadi, is back in the city 
and includes new work that 
propagates the idea of using textile as 
a medium to revive an interest in the 
symbols of nationalism 



MADHUR TANKHA 

Fish swim, sometimes in the 
same direction, and some¬ 
times in opposite directions, 
across naturally-dyed khadi 
cloth, intricate borders ‘con¬ 
taining’ them to the fabric. “I 
was reading an article which 
said when a trillion of fish 
collaborate, they displace 
water to create oceanic cur¬ 
rents. So here I am, examin¬ 
ing the idea of collectiveness 
that can bring about a social 
change,” says Shelly Jyoti, an 
artist whose work is centred 
on Indian historical icono- 
graphic elements. The fish 
appear as shoals, never as a 
single motif. 

To mark the 150 
birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, 
the artist contem¬ 
porises Bapu’s 
philosophy of a 
collectivist so¬ 
ciety. Bound 
by Duty: An 
Idea of Swa¬ 
raj and Col¬ 
lectiveness , 
is inspired 
by Mahatma 
Gandhi’s anti¬ 
imperialist work 


Hind Swaraj. The 32 art 
scrolls - in sizes as diverse as 
36 feet long to 80 feet long - 
work at many levels. The use 
of khadi has a direct connect 
with the practice of spinning 
our own yarn, pertinent at a 
time when the world is re¬ 
considering its use of mass- 
produced articles of cloth- 


Strength in numbers Shelly 
Jyoti; her Ajrakh works on 
khadi that are on display at 
the ongoing exhibition 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

ing. The Ajrakh print points 
to the revival of niche indige¬ 
nous crafts, while the use of 
fish is symbolic of fertility 
and abundance (though per¬ 
haps the artist did not mean 
for it to be seen this way). It 
indicates that the time is 
right for Indian craft (often 
the poor cousin of our art) to 
be seen in a new light. 

But Shelly hopes that it 
will not be confined to the 
gallery, but will go out and 
mingle amongst us. She 
seeks to make it mea¬ 
ningful for an urban 
audience, so we in¬ 
trospect and con¬ 
nect with rural 
populations that 
often feel isolat¬ 
ed: weavers, 

printers, arti¬ 
sans, and all 
those who 
eke out a live¬ 
lihood using 
their hands. 
“I am talking 
about sup¬ 


porting 70% of our rural 
population,” she says, ad¬ 
ding that it’s especially im¬ 
portant that we recognise 
‘hand work’ at a time when 
technology has taken over. 

Travelling from Gurugram 
to Bhuj to work with Junaid 
Ismail Khatri, a tenth genera¬ 
tion Ajrakh craftsperson, she 
created art scrolls at Khatri’s 
studio. “I conceptualise, vi¬ 
sualise, design and execute 
both in form and colour. Ju¬ 
naid gives his technical sup¬ 
port to the Ajrakh process,” 


says Shelly, who got a Mas¬ 
ters degree in English from 
Punjab University, before 
training in designing and 
clothing technology at NIFT, 
in Delhi in 1995. “I created 
my first artworks experienc¬ 
ing and learning about the 
magical reverse block print¬ 
ing technique with natural 
colours, in 2008. It has re¬ 
mained one of my primary 
means of artistic 
expression.” 

The process of production 
is now set: “Before I leave for 


Bhuj, all my artworks are 
ready on big imperial sheets 
with full details of blocks in 
my art sketches.” Each art¬ 
work has a story to tell. The 
discerning have to make out 
the meaning from geometric 
patterns, painstakingly 
created inside contours of 
fish. By bringing together 
khadi, Ajrakh and skill of 
craftspeople, she gives her 
own interpretation in a vi¬ 
sual form 

At the Kamladevi Com¬ 
plex in IIC, she points to the 
contours of each fish as they 
‘glide’ across the wall. Each 
geometric line balances the 
flow. Everyone should expe¬ 
rience self control and have a 
sense of duty, says Shelly, 
who follows the work of aca¬ 
demics and thinkers like Tri¬ 
dip Surhud and Makarand 
Paranjape. 

“Mahatma Gandhi’s Hind 
Swaraj was a critique of mo¬ 
dernity. Gandhi was also 
working on an evolved, ethi¬ 
cal sense for creating an al¬ 
ternative perspective of a 
better world. My own story 
of creating a better, moral, 
and peaceful society, has 
been going on for 10 years. 
Naturally, Gandhi becomes 
my focus,” she says, adding 
that her shows are notions of 
patriotism. 

She speaks of her expe¬ 
rience with children, who 
cannot tell the exact date of 
Independence: “They reply 
that it is either 15 August or 
26 January. On these days, 
they listen to patriotic songs, 
wear new clothes.” With this 
exhibition and others like it, 
“I am telling 30 crore urban 
Indians, ‘How about buying 
five meters of handspun, 
handwoven cloth once a 
year?” It’s Gandhi’s message 
in a nutshell. 

She has been supported 
by the Khadi and Village In¬ 
dustries Commission that 
gave her the cloth, and by 
Good Earth. While KVIC sup¬ 
plied the artist fabric. Good 
Earth is part sponsor of this 
travelling exhibition. 


At the India International Centre, 
New Delhi, on until September 
27th; in Mumbai at theJehangirArt 
Gallery, Mumbai, from November 
27-December4 





FOOD REVIEW 


ASGOC 
AS IT GETS 


Soy Soi comes to Gurugram, from Chennai, and takes us 
on a journey of the streets of South-East Asia 


SUNALINI MATHEW 

Soy Soi proclaims loudly that it is 
an “Asian Eatstreet” so we don’t get 
ideas about going out to a “Chinese 
restaurant.” It helps that the staff 
(currently a few from the Chennai 
original) are in Delhi, talking with 
excitement about how the menu 
was based on their three-week trip 
to Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, 


Singapore and Vietnam (there’s al¬ 
so Burmese and Japanese food). 

The vibe: The interiors are non¬ 
interfering: dark grey with hints of 
colour and minimal ‘decor’ by way 
of dragonflies across a wall. This is 
a place to eat not look at light fix¬ 
tures (though the Balinese-inspired 
ones are pretty). 

Do try: Almost everything, be¬ 
cause you’d want to come back and 


try more items from the menu, 
from the Soto Ayum Madura, an 
Indonesian clear soup with its 
delicate flavours; and the Eda- 
mame Truffled Dumpling (with 
waterchestnuts), a must-do even if 
you’re not veg; to the Sate Ayam 
Madura (the satay comes with a 
Chilli Sambal Dip we asked to be 
left on the table) and the Char Kuay 
Teow, its dense, slightly-charred 


flavour to be savoured slowly. Por¬ 
tions and fillings (whether of the 
baos or the sushi) are generous, 
and the food juicy, oozing flavour. 


Generous portions (Clockwise from 
Left) Burmese Salad Sampler, Aburi 
Salmon Nigiri, Jasmine Prawns, 
California Maki -specialarrangement 



Skip: The mocktails, which di¬ 
lute the flavour of the food. The 
Sheng Jian Bao, first fried and then 
steamed, which is slightly doughy. 
I’d skip the sushi, because we’re ac¬ 
customed to better in Delhi. 

Go with: There are few places 
that have something for everyone, 
and this is one. I’d go with a health- 
food nut and eat the Phalc Boong 
Fai Daeng (wok-tossed morning 
glory with yellow bean sauce, gar¬ 
lic, and chilli), or for a meal with 
family and order the Ikan Goreng 
Nyat Nyat (deep-fried sea bass in a 
spicy coconut-milk gravy). 

Space bar: 1,800 square feet 
(approximately), 82 covers 

How much? ?2,000 for two 
(they’re awaiting the liquor license) 
Reach: By car, because Ardee 
Mall, in Gururam’s Sector 52, is not 
on the Metro line 
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Reed seed 


For three days, an indie-brand seeks to show you how 
the many fibres and reeds of India can be used at home 



In India, there are close to 14-15 natural fibres that can be 
used to design functional, everyday objects. And until 
about a year and a half ago, this was a whole new world of 
information for Deepika Vijh, a 45-year-old, former media 
professional. 

Vijh was Looking for a change in career at the time. A 
chance conversation with a friend working with women 
artisans in Bengal, Led her to starting Dharini, a platform to 
promote eco-conscious home-ware, sourced from and 
designed in different parts of India. 

"For about two years, I just spent time understanding 
fibres," Vijh recalls as she laments how in India, the art and 
design community don't seem to recognise and utilise the 
potential of the many fibres found in the country. 
"Countries like Philippines and Indonesia are doing so much 
with their natural fibres, but we only find the one-off stall 
in Kisan Haat or Dilli Haat, and even those designs are stale 
a lot of the times," she says. 

With this in mind, Vijh — she spends time on design 
innovation with artisans across Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Assam 
and Orissa — is bringing Dharini’s products for an exhibition 
at the Aga Khan Hall. This is her third such exhibition, after 
one in August last year, and another in January this year. 

Currently, Dharini uses nine types of reeds and fibres: 
bamboo, kauna grass, palm leaf, rattan, sabai grass, screw 
pine, sital pati, water hyacinth, and madhur kathi. Besides 
products like bread baskets, pen stands, file holders, and 
napkin rings, Dharini also lists floor cushions, whose 
internal stuffing too is kept to hay and fibre only. 

"The feel of natural fibre really takes us back to the 
earth, back to nature," Vijh says, adding that it's "high time" 
we surrounded ourselves with more natural material in lieu 
of plastic or synthetic. 

If it is maintenance that's the concern with natural 
products — wood tends to expand and contract with heat, 
and dampness in the air can affect the longevity and shape 
of cane-made things - Vijh says the effort required is 
small. "If the monsoon affects the products, we tell people 
to brush it gently, and wipe with a soft cloth. Then, dry 
them out in the sun. But some material, like the kauna 
grass, is washable," she says. They're all water reeds, 
however, and require a good amount of sun to dry out. 

With the upcoming exhibition, Vijh is introducing yoga 
mats, and chatais to Dharini's collection. She hopes to also 
expand into light fittings, while also looking at more fibres 
like hemp soon. 


At The Aga Khan Hall, 6, Bhagwan Das Road, 18th to 20th of 
September; online at Dharini.co.in 

VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


PRODUCT 


Light up 



Sanjyt Syngh, a Delhi-based interior designer, has recently 
launched a series of light fixtures, which can be customised 
in the shape of letters of the alphabet, and numerals. These 
can be taken as a signage or an art installation, to embellish 
the interiors of any space - residences, offices, 
showrooms, exhibitions, gyms, and restaurants. 

For more, contact 9999975099; or visit their studio at F-327/1 Lado 
Sarai; upwards of T75,000 

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



On Civilization 

Anvita Abbi, Adjunct Professor of Linguistics in 
Simon Fraser University, Canada, will deliver a 
lecture titled 'Glimpses of a Pre-Neolithic 
Civilisation: The Great Andamanese'. 

The speaker will also present original sound 

recordings of songs rendered by native speakers 

of the dying language. 

venue: INTACH, 71, Lodhi Estate 

TIME: 4:30 p.m. 



Paintings and sculptures 

'Divine Intervention' showcases contemporary 
depictions of Lord Krishna in various avatars, 
along with sculptures and artworks of various 
other deities. There are 50 paintings and 
sculptures; and the artworks are by artists 
G. Subramanian and P. Gnana. There are over 50 
pieces of work on display. 
venue: Art Spice Gallery, The Metropolitan Hotel 
time: 9 a.m. - 6 pm 


Oktoberfest 

The Irish House has organised Oktoberfest, a 
10-day food festival which will showcase a range 
of beers and German delicacies. On until 22nd 
September, this festival will have deals on beer, 
and a German-inspired food menu. The dishes on 
offer include Pretzel Baskets, Cheesy Spatzle, 
Irish Flammkuchen, and more. 
venue: The Irish House, Nehru Place & Noida 
time: 12 noon -1 a.m. 


Paintings 

It Was Never Concrete is a solo show of paintings 
by artist Ayesha Singh. Curated by Anushka 
Rajendran, this series explores how the specific 
social, political, and historical context of Delhi 
manifests in its architecture. Ayesha's works also 
reveal the power structures embedded in the 
cityscape. 

venue: Shrine Empire, D 395, Defence Colony 
time: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 


Chinese special 

Shang Palace has organised a week-long 
Kunming street food festival. Kunming, the 
capital city of Yunnan is considered a gourmet's 
paradise.The menu offers dishes made with 
recipes from Kunming street. This includes Spicy 
Stewed Chicken and Minced Pork Pancakes, 
among others. 

venue: Shangri-La's - Eros Hotel, Ashoka Road 
time: 12:30-2:45 p.m. and 7-11:45 p.m. 
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OMKAR SHENDGE 

Before you set off for a drive, it is ideal 
to find the right seating position when 
you get behind the wheel. Finding the 
right driving position isn’t just impor¬ 
tant from the point of view of comfort, 
but also from the perspective of safe¬ 
ty. Being seated correctly behind the 
wheel gives you better visibility, helps 
your limbs react faster to dangerous 
situations, and in most cases, also pre¬ 
vents back pain. 

Here are some points that you 
should keep in mind when adjusting 
the seat. 



Backrest angle 

The angle of your backrest is one 
of the most basic adjustments and 
is highly dependent on your 
personal preference. The ideal 
angle of recline is somewhere 
between 100-110 degrees (this 
zone puts Less pressure on your 
back). An upright angle can cause 
discomfort early into the drive, 
while a more Laid-back recline 
angle can hamper your visibility 
while driving. 


Mirrors 

Adjust the rear-view mirrors 
once you've set your correct 
driving position. Adjust them 
for optimal rear visibility. Keep 
the side of the car slightly 
visible in the outside rear-view 
mirrors, as a reference point. 



Tips to finding your 
ideal driving position 

This is not just important from the point of view of comfort, but also from the perspective of safety 



Reach the pedals 

To begin, bring the seat 
forward and check if you can 
depress the pedals fully. Then 
go back a notch at a time until 
you can just about depress the 
pedals fully without 
stretching your leg. For your 
arms, keep them stretched 
over the wheel; the ideal 
position will be to have your 
wrist resting at the top of the 
wheel. This way, you have 
better control and your 
elbows are not too close to 
your body while turning. 


Seat height 

From the lowermost 
position, start increasing 
the height until your hips 
are either at the same 
height as your knees, or 
slightly Lower. At this 
point, check if you can 
still operate the pedals 
with ease. Your knees 
should be slightly bent, 
as having them straight 
while driving isn't safe in 
case of a crash. See that 
you have a good view of 
the road ahead. If you 
feel that you need to be 
even higher, go up one 
notch and check your 
pedal position again. 




Seat-base angle 

In most modern cars, the front of the seat base is slightly 
higher than the rear. This raises your thighs slightly and pushes 
you further into the seat, ensuring a more comfortable seating 
position. Some cars also offer the option of adjusting its angle of 
tilt. Place the seat base at a comfortable angle that makes pedal 
operation easy without stressing the thigh muscles. 



Headrest 

This feature is for safety 
and not comfort - and its 
full-form is 'head restraint'. 
While most cars just offer 
height adjustment for the 
restraint, some cars also offer 
to-and-fro adjustment. When 
adjusting the headrest's 


height, make sure that its 
centre is aligned at eye-level when Looking straight forward. 

Also, ideally, the distance between the back of your head and the 
headrest should be minimal. The headrest prevents whiplash 
injuries, in the event of your car getting rear-ended. 



Steering wheel 

Some cars have a steering wheel 
that adjusts for rake and reach. This 
offers drivers a better shot at 
finding their ideal driving position. 
When adjusting the steering rake 
(up and down movement) choose a 
position that allows you to view the 
instrument cluster without being 
obstructed by the wheel. Avoid 
placing the steering too Low, as it 
may interfere with your knees 
during sharp turns, while placing it 
too high will cause stress on your 
shoulders. While comfortably 
seated, adjust the reach so as to 
place your wrists on the top of the 
steering wheel with ease. 


CL AND A WITH 
HORMAZD 



Tread talk 

Kanti, Dehradun: My 2019 Hyundai 
Santro is running on stock size tyres 
155/70 R13 with 4J rim. Is it advisable 
to choose the 155/80 R13 or should I 
stick to stock? 

■ The 155/80-R13 would be a bit too large 
for the Santro and might foul with the sus¬ 
pension. You could upsize to the 165/70- 
R13 as a safer choice. 

Pick the F-Pace 

Saujanya, Gurugram: I have a 2014 
BMW 320d but want to now switch to 
a petrol engine. I have shortlisted the 
BMW X3 and the Jaguar F-Pace pe¬ 
trol. Which one would you 
recommend? 

■ Both cars are superb to drive, but it’s the 
F-Pace we would lean towards, because it’s 
slightly bigger than the X3 and offers that 
crucial extra space in the backseat, making 
it the better all-rounder. Another area 
where the F-Pace edges out the X3 is in 
terms of ride quality. The Jag feels more 
pliant and cushions shocks better. 

The right bike 

Rajesh Pandian, via email: I’ve been 
riding an RE Thunderbird 350.1 want 
to upgrade. I’d like a fully-faired bike 
and have my eyes on the Kawasaki 
Ninja 650 and the Honda CBR650R. 
Which bike should I go for? 

■ The Honda costs Z1.9 lakh more than 
the Kawasaki, but it also offers much more 
and is the bike we recommend. The CBR 
has the more desirable four-cylinder en¬ 
gine and it is considerably more powerful 
as well. It also offers the security of trac¬ 
tion control. Honda’s big bike aftersales 
costs are surprisingly affordable and are 
much lower than what Kawasaki will 
charge you. While the CBR looks sportier, 
and also has the more committed riding 
position, it’s not as aggressive as a full-on 
supersport motorcycle. Price difference 
aside, the riding position is probably the 
only thing that might put you off the Hon¬ 
da, so we recommend you take a test ride 
to decide. 


Hormazd Sorabjee is the Editor of Autocar 
India. Mail your feedback and queries to 
roadshow@thehindu.co.in 
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brown coat (4) 

3 Uniformly (6) 

4 Support for a hinged 
barrier (8) 

5 Absolutely! (3,4) 

6 Cosmetic pad (6,4) 

9 Thrill (10) 

12 Evocative (8) 

14 Great fire (7) 

16 Grinding tool (6) 

19 Make minor 
adjustments (5) 

20 Oral examination 
(4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September 19, 2019. 


■ Across 

I Vehicle carrying a 
ladder and hoses (4,6) 

7 Filmed scene that 
ends on the cutting- 
room floor (7) 

8 Old church tax (5) 
10 Dip in liquid (4) 

II In a careless 
manner (8) 

13 Attacker (6) 

15 Convenient (6) 


17 Thawed (8) 

18 Begin to move (4) 

21 Comedy of the 
absurd?(5) 

22 Three-pronged 
spear(7) 

23 Where glass 
containers can be 
recycled (6,4) 

■ Down 

1 Kind of mattress (5) 

2 Horse with reddish- 


Solution No. 13176 
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India’s chance to settle scores with SA 


The home team’s bowling and the visitor’s batting will look to cash in on each other’s inexperience 


SA IN INDIA 


RAKE SH RAO 

MOHALI 

If there is a change of mind¬ 
set in India’s approach to T20 
cricket, it could well come 
across in Wednesday’s clash 
against South Africa. 

For long, India has found 
it tough to justify its rather 
conventional approach to 
batting in the first 10-12 ov¬ 
ers, keeping wickets intact 
before going for broke at the 
back-end. 

Since Virat Kohli categori¬ 
cally stated that the batting 
depth is being considered in 
any combination, it obvious¬ 
ly allows the top-order to 
play with more freedom. 

Change in approach? 

The other day at Dharamsha- 
la, Kohli emphasised, “If all 
teams across the world are 
batting till No. 9, 10, why 
can’t we?” That, in effect, 
compels the specialist bow¬ 
lers to spend more time at 
the ‘nets’ with the bat in their 
hands! 

At the same time, it could 
help the international T20 
careers of Ravindra Jadeja 
and Krunal Pandya, who 
have better batting creden¬ 
tials than Kuldeep Yadav and 
Yuzvendra Chahal. 

Given the inexperience of 
this visiting team when it 
comes to playing on Indian 
pitches, the spinners could 
prove a handful, especially 
the variety offered by leggie 
Rahul Chahar. 

With this assumption, In- 



Strong point: Kohli's men will bank on their batting might to surmount South Africa's challenge. ■ akhilesh kumar 


dia has the luxury of going in 
with six bowling options, in¬ 
cluding three spinners. 

Pacers Khaleel Ahmed, 
Navdeep Saini and Hardilc 
Pandya, along with spinners 
Krunal or Jadeja, Washington 
Sundar and Rahul enhance 
India’s wicket-taking 

abilities. 

In fact. South Africa’s 
wicketkeeper-captain Quin¬ 
ton de Kock should know Ra¬ 
hul’s worth since they turn 
up for Mumbai Indians. 

In the batting department, 
Rohit Sharma, Shikhar Dha- 
wan, Kohli, Shreyas Iyer and 


Rishabh Pant appear a cer¬ 
tainty, with Hardilc to follow. 
What adds to the interest is 
South Africa’s preparedness 
to test the Indian batting 
might. In the squad of 14, 
South Africa has nine bow¬ 
ling options! 

Much like India, South 
Africa is likely to go in with 
five specialist batsmen, three 
all-rounders and the special¬ 
ist bowlers. 

Looking at the top-order, 
India will look to cash in on 
the collective inexperience of 
Reeza Hendricks, Temba Ba- 
vuma and Rassie van der 


Dussen. Similarly, the Pro¬ 
teas batsmen will hope to 
take advantage of the lack of 
experience in the Indian 
bowling ranks. 

With the sun shining 
brightly, action is sure to be¬ 
gin in what is effectively a 
two-match series. 

In 2015, when South Africa 
last played a three-match 
T20 series, one game was 
rained off and India lost the 
other two. 

Kohli and coach Ravi Shas- 
tri, with one eye on statistics, 
will be eager to return the fa¬ 
vour this time around. 


The teams (from): India: Virat 
Kohli (Capt.), Rohit Sharma, 
Shikhar Dhawan, K.L. Rahul, 
Shreyas Iyer, Manish Pandey, 
Hardik Pandya, Rishabh Pant, 
Krunal Pandya, Washington 
Sundar, Ravindra Jadeja, Dee- 
pak Chahar, Rahul Chahar, Kha¬ 
leel Ahmed and Navdeep Saini. 

South Africa: Quinton de Kock 
(Capt.), Rassie van der Dussen, 
Temba Bavuma, Reeza Hen¬ 
dricks, David Miller, George 
Linde, Andile Phehlukwayo, 
Dwaine Pretorius, Junior Dala, 
Bjorn Fortuin, Beuran Hen¬ 
dricks, Anrich Nortje, Kagiso 
Rabada and Tabraiz Shamsi. 

Match starts at 7 p.m. 


Team wants fearless, not 
careless cricket: Rathour 

Captaincy is a new stepping stone in my career: de Kock 


RAKE SH RAO 

MOHALI 

It doesn’t require a brilliant 
cricketing brain to separate 
‘fearless’ from ‘careless’ 
when batting. But some 
youngsters of the present In¬ 
dian team need the diffe¬ 
rence to be spelt out. 

On Tuesday, India’s newly 
appointed batting coach Vilc- 
ram Rathour put it in as ma¬ 
ny words. “All the young 
players need to understand 
that there is a fine line bet¬ 
ween fearless cricket and 
careless cricket. 

“What the team manage¬ 
ment is asking from them is 
fearless cricket, having clear 
a gameplan and playing with 
intent. At the same time, you 
can’t be careless.” 

Phenomenal player 

Rishabh Pant is the obvious 
reference point. And the ar¬ 
ticulate Rathour, also a form¬ 
er National selector, was ca¬ 
tegorical. 

“As far as Rishabh is con¬ 
cerned, he is a phenomenal 
player. He just needs to sort 
out his gameplan, needs to 
bring in a little bit of disci¬ 
pline into his game. 

“We want him to play all 
his shots. That is what makes 
him special. He is an impact 
player, but at the same time 
you can’t be careless.” 

Talking about the present 
combination, in the back¬ 
ground of skipper Virat Koh- 
li’s emphasis on the team 



Vikram Rathour. 

■AKHILESH KUMAR 


We want him [Pant] 
W to play all his shots. 
That is what makes 
him special. He is an 
impact player, but at 
the same time you 
can’t be careless 

-VIKRAM RATHOUR 

batting deep, Rathour said, 
“We are fortunate to have so 
many all-rounders in this 
team. 

“In the past, we did not 
take T20s seriously but now 
we are preparing for the T20 
World Cup. By batting deep, 
we can go harder in the be¬ 
ginning and we will be trying 
out different things in this 
series and see what works 
for us.” 

Not ideal 

South Africa skipper Quin¬ 
ton de Kock regretted the 
rained out match in Dharam- 



Quinton de Kock. 


■AKHILESH KUMAR 

Leading into the 
W World Cup, to lose a 
game in different 
conditions, is not 
ideal, but that’s what 
it is. It is a bit 
negative 

- DE KOCK 

shala. “We would like to 
have played three games 
against India. 

“Leading into the World 
Cup, to lose a game in diffe¬ 
rent conditions, is not ideal, 
but that’s what it is. It is a bit 
negative.” 

When asked about how 
he was looking to his role as 
a captain in this series, the 
opener and wicketkeeper 
said, “Not too concerned, to 
be honest. It is a new step¬ 
ping stone in my career, 
gives me extra responsibili¬ 
ty. Not sure if it would affect 
me negatively or positively.” 


Gill and Karun in cruise mode 

Shepherd India-A to 233 for three on the opening day 



On the go: Shubman Gill belted 12 boundaries and a six but was unlucky to miss out 
on a century by eight runs. -g.p. sampath kumar 


SA-A IN INDIA 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

MYSURU 

Fluent knocks from Shub¬ 
man Gill (92,137b, 12x4,1x6) 
and Karun Nair (78 batting, 
167b, 10x4) took India-A to 
233 for three on the first day 
of its second ‘Test’ against 
South Africa-A at the SDNR 
Wadiyar Stadium here on 
Tuesday. 

The duo came together 
with India-A in a spot of 
bother at 31 for two, and put 
on 135 to steer their side to 
safety. 

They patiently played out 
the opening bowlers Vernon 
Philander and Lungi Ngidi, 
both of whom extracted 
movement in the morning 
session. When the sun came 
out and the pitch dried up, 
Gill and Karun opened out. 

Gill, who has been includ¬ 
ed in the Test squad to face 
South Africa, was in fine 
touch. He was particularly 
strong off the front foot, driv¬ 
ing the fast bowlers straight 
down the ground with 
aplomb. 

One stroke off Philander 
stood out for its audacity - 
the youngster simply flicking 
his wrist to dispatch an over¬ 
pitched delivery from out¬ 
side off to the long-on fence. 

He was on course to reach 
a fifth First Class century, un¬ 


til a half-hearted cut went 
straight to gully. 

Excited 

Gill earned a reprieve on ze¬ 
ro when he edged Philander 
between third slip and gully. 
Gill, who made 90 in the pre¬ 
vious match, is looking for¬ 
ward to joining the Test side. 
“I’m very excited. Being 
picked for the Test team is a 
big deal for every cricketer,” 
he said. 

Karun, meanwhile, built 
on the great form he showed 
in the Duleep Trophy. He 
was aggressive after lunch, 
hitting speedster Lutho Si- 


pamla for three boundaries 
in an over. When the spin¬ 
ners Dane Piedt and Senuran 
Muthusamy came on, Karun 
disrupted their rhythm by 
using the sweep shot 
regularly. 

Wriddhiman Saha who, 
like Gill, is part of the Test 
squad, gave Karun company 
and remained unbeaten on 
36. 

Abhimanyu Easwaran (5) 
and Priyank Panchal (6) 
failed to get going. 

While Abhimanyu re¬ 
ceived a questionable leg-be- 
fore decision, Priyank 
nicked an outswinger from 


fast bowler Wiaan Mulder to 
first slip. 

The scores: 

India-A - 1st innings: Abhima¬ 
nyu Easwaran Lbw b Ngidi 5, 
Shubman Gill c Muthusamy b 
Sipamla 92, Priyank Panchal c 
de Bruyn b Mulder 6, Karun Nair 
(batting) 78, Wriddhiman Saha 
(batting) 36; Extras (nb-2, b-8, 
lb-6): 16; Total (for three wick¬ 
ets in 74 overs): 233. 

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-31, 
3-166. 

South Africa-A bowling: Phi¬ 
lander 12-2-21-0, Ngidi 13-1- 
41-1, Mulder 13-7-19-1, Sipamla 
15-2-54-1, Piedt 11-0-45-0, 
Muthusamy 10-0-39-0. 

Toss: South Africa-A. 


‘Want to keep the rhythm going’ 

Ngidi says he has done a lot to recover from injury 



Lettin' it rip! South African pacer Ngidi could be a handful 
for the Indian batsmen in the Test series -g.p. sampath kumar 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

MYSURU 

Midway through South Afri¬ 
ca’s stuttering ICC ODI World 
Cup campaign, fast bowler 
Lungi Ngidi was ruled out 
due to a hamstring injury. He 
could only watch from the si¬ 
delines as his side struggled 
in the mega event, finishing 
with just three wins in nine 
matches. 

The strapping pacer is 
now back in action, turning 
out for the touring South 
Africa-A here. In the first 
‘Test’ against India-A - his 
first competitive match since 
the injury lay-off - Ngidi 
bowled well to pick up five 
wickets. 

The 23-year-old is keen to 
get into the groove before he 
joins the senior Test team to 
take on India. 

“The hamstring injury 
was caused maybe because I 
was trying to bowl too fast. 
Missing the latter half of the 
World Cup was disappoint¬ 
ing, but injuries are a part of 
life. 

Feeling fit 

I went straight to my recov¬ 
ery routine, and now I’m 
feeling very fit. I’ve done a 
lot of training to recover 
from the injury. I’m happy 
with the way I’m bowling, 
and I want to keep the 
rhythm going,” Ngidi said 
here on Tuesday. 

Ngidi can count on fellow 


South African speedster Dale 
Steyn for support and inspi¬ 
ration. “Steyn has the per¬ 
fect blue print for a fast bow¬ 
ler. Taking 400 Test wickets 
is something all of us aspire 
to achieve. He has been very 
influential, he gives us a lot 
of good advice. Having him 
around is great for the 
team,” he said. 

A year ago, Ngidi suffered 
a personal tragedy when his 
father Jerome passed away. 


“My father was my biggest 
supporter; that spot has 
been taken by my mum now. 

Dad is watching 

“His demise was unfortunate 
and sudden. He wanted to 
see me play for South Africa 
and in the IPL - I’m happy 
that he got to see both. Life, 
death... it happens. I know 
he’s watching me from 
above, so I want to make him 
proud,” Ngidi said. 


Dinesh Mongia calls it a day 


Kaushik and Sanjeet score upset wins 

Panghal, Kavinder also make the quarterfinals to seal a wonderful day for India 


WORLD BOXING 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 

NEW DELHI 

Former India all-rounder Di¬ 
nesh Mongia, member of the 
Indian team which finished 
runner-up in the 2003 World 
Cup, announced his retire¬ 
ment from all forms of game 
on Tuesday. Mongia’s final 
appearance came in 2007 for 
Punjab before he joined the 
Indian Cricket League (ICL) 
and was subsequently 
banned by the BCCI. 

The punishment for play¬ 
ing the ICL left Mongia with¬ 
out any official connection 
with the game and he was 
lost to cricket. Most players 
banned by the Board for 
their association with the ICL 
were granted amnesty but 
Mongia remained the lone 
cricketer who was kept out 
of the official circuit. 

“Those were hard days,” 
recalled Mongia who took up 
coaching assignments to stay 
in touch with the game. Last 
season, he was made a State 



selector by the Punjab Crick¬ 
et Association (PCA). 

It was considered “amnes¬ 
ty” by Mongia, who wants to 
take up coaching assign¬ 
ments now. 

From his under-19 debut 
for Punjab in October 1995, 
Mongia made rapid progress 
to earn a First Class debut in 
February 1996. 


Six years of consistent 
scoring pushed him into the 
Indian team for a debut 
against Australia in 2001 at 
Pune. He figured in 57 ODIs 
but never played a Test. 

He played in 121 First Class 
matches and hit 21 centuries. 

Mongia also turned out for 
Lancashire and Leicester¬ 
shire. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

EKATERINBURG (RUSSIA) 

The Indian juggernaut rolled 
on as four pugilists, includ¬ 
ing Asian champion Amit 
Panghal (52kg), advanced to 
the quarterfinals with im¬ 
pressive victories in the 
World men’s boxing cham¬ 
pionships here on Tuesday. 

Asian Games gold-medal- 
list and second seed Panghal 
was joined by Asian silver- 
winner and fifth seed Kavin¬ 
der Singh Bisht (57kg) and 
the debutant duo of Com¬ 
monwealth Games silver- 
winner Manish Kaushik 
(63kg) and Sanjeet (91kg). 

Panghal defeated Tur¬ 
key’s Batuhan Citfci, while 
Kaushik stunned fourth- 
seeded Mongolian Chinzorig 
Baatarsukh, who is an Asian 



Games silver-medallist and 
also a two-time medal-win¬ 
ner at the Asian Champion¬ 
ships. Both the Indians 
claimed 5-0 victories. 


Sanjeet (91kg) then caused 
another massive upset by de¬ 
feating second-seeded Uz¬ 
bek Sanjar Tursunov 4-1. 
Tursunov is a bronze-medal¬ 


list from the previous World 
Championship besides being 
an Asian silver-winner. 

In the evening session, 
Bisht defeated Finland’s Ar¬ 
slan Khataev 3-2 to claim a 
second successive quarterfi¬ 
nal spot at the marquee 
tournament. 

For the Prime Minister 

Panghal, who is chasing a 
medal in his second World 
Championship after a quar¬ 
terfinal finish in 2017, dedi¬ 
cated his win to the Prime 
Minister. 

“It was a good bout as I 
fought against an expe¬ 
rienced boxer. I will be ready 
with my strategy for Paalam 
tomorrow. 

“I dedicate this win to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, who is celebrating his 
69th birthday today,” Pang¬ 
hal said after the bout. 




End of the innings: Mongia's final appearance came in 2007 
for Punjab before he joined the ICL and was subsequently 
banned by the BCCI. -p. v. sivakumar 




KPL players 
report 
suspicious 
approaches 

SHAY AN ACHARYA 

MUMBAI 

It is not the Tamil Nadu 
Premier League (TNPL) 
alone that has come under 
the scanner of the Board of 
Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI)’s Anti-Corruption 
Unit (ACU). 

The ACU has received 
‘tip-offs’ about players be¬ 
ing approached by uniden¬ 
tified people in other T20 
leagues as well, including 
the Karnataka Premier 
League (KPL). 

Top officials at the ACU 
confirmed to The Hindu 
that quite a few players in 
the KPL this season report¬ 
ed suspicious approaches. 
Players have sent the ACU 
screenshots of WhatsApp 
conversations, where un¬ 
known people - posing as 
fans - sought information 
about matches and team 
combinations. 

“Some of the players in¬ 
volved in the KPL have re¬ 
ported instances where un¬ 
known people tried to be 
friendly with them via 
WhatsApp. We have taken 
note of their complaints 
and are looking into the 
matter,” BCCI’s ACU chief 
Ajit Singh said. 

Keeping a close tab 

While he did not reveal 
further details, it is learnt 
from highly reliable sourc¬ 
es that the ACU is keeping a 
close tab on a few players - 
who have also played at the 
international level. 

There were allegations 
of malpractices in the KPL 
last year too, and the ACU 
had probed a few people. 
However, the investigation 
is still believed to be 
ongoing. 

Ajit agreed that the boo¬ 
kies usually take such an 
approach while trying to 
influence players. 

“However, it is a positive 
sign that the players are 
coming forward and re¬ 
porting any suspicious ac¬ 
tivities. We are looking into 
all the aspects,” he said. 



Ajit Singh, -courtesy: bcci 
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Stokes slams newspaper for 
digging into his family history 

This is the lowest form of journalism & focused only on chasing sales, says England star 


IANS 

LONDON 

England allrounder Ben 
Stokes, on Tuesday, lambast¬ 
ed an English daily for pu¬ 
blishing details about his per¬ 
sonal life and family, terming 
the act as “utterly disgusting” 
and the “lowest form of 
journalism”. 

Stokes said the newspaper 
article deals with “deeply 
personal and traumatic 
events” that affected his New 
Zealand-based family more 
than 30 years ago, according 
to a BBC report. 

The Sun told the BBC it 
had received the co-opera¬ 
tion of a family member. 

In a statement on Twitter, 
Stokes alleged the report had 
“serious inaccuracies which 
has compounded the damage 
caused”. 

Grave consequences 

“The decision to publish 
these details has grave and li¬ 
felong consequences for my 
mum in particular,” he said. 

The Durham and England 
allrounder added, “To use 
my name as an excuse to 
shatter the privacy and priv¬ 
ate lives of - in particular - 
my parents is utterly 
disgusting. 

“It is hard to find words 
that adequately describe 
such low and despicable be¬ 
haviour, disguised as journal¬ 
ism. I cannot conceive of 
anything more immoral, 
heartless or contemptuous to 
the feelings and circumstanc¬ 
es of my family.” 

Stokes was England’s 
World Cup hero and also 
scored an incredible 135 not 



Bolt from the blue: According to Ben Stokes, the article published in The Sun deals with 
"deeply personal and traumatic events" that affected his New Zealand-based family 
more than 30 years ago. -reuters 


out in the third Ashes Test 
against Australia at Headin- 
gley last month. 

Invasion of rights 

He added, “I am aware that 
my public profile brings with 
it consequences for me that I 
accept entirely. But I will not 
allow my public profile to be 
used as an excuse to invade 
the rights of my parents, my 
wife, my children or other fa¬ 
mily members. They are en¬ 
titled to a private life of their 
own. 

“For more than three de¬ 
cades, my family has worked 
hard to deal with the private 
trauma inevitably associated 
with these events and has ta¬ 
ken great care to keep private 
what were deeply personal 


Q It is hard to find words that adequately describe 
W such low and despicable behaviour, disguised as 
journalism. I cannot conceive of anything more 
immoral, heartless or contemptuous to the 
feelings and circumstances of my family 


and traumatic events. 

“On Saturday, The Sun 
sent a ‘reporter’ to my pa¬ 
rents’ home in New Zealand 
to question them, out of the 
blue, on this incredibly up¬ 
setting topic. 

“If that wasn’t bad 
enough, The Sun thinks it is 
acceptable to sensationalise 
our personal tragedy for their 
front page. 

“This is the lowest form of 
journalism, focused only on 
chasing sales with absolutely 
no regard for the devastation 
caused to lives as a conse¬ 


quence. It is totally out of 
order.” 

A spokesperson for The 
Sun was quoted as saying by 
BBC, “The Sun has the ut¬ 
most sympathy for Ben 
Stokes and his mother but it 
is only right to point out the 
story was told with the co-op¬ 
eration of a family member 
who supplied details, provid¬ 
ed photographs and posed 
for pictures. The tragedy is al¬ 
so a matter of public record 
and was the subject of exten¬ 
sive front page publicity in 
New Zealand at the time.” 
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Borussia Dortmund enters India 

To be involved in grassroots programme with Worldl Sports 

VI 1 ,dV ' 


s. DIPAK RAGAV 


German club Borussia Dort¬ 
mund on Tuesday became 
the latest European club to 
enter India to develop youth 
football and also help train 
Indian coaches after Worldl 
Sports, a sports consulting 
firm, announced the club as 
its official grassroots partner 
in the country. 

Speaking at the event, Su- 
resh Letchmanan, Dort¬ 
mund’s managing director of 
the Asia-Pacific region, said, 
“We are honoured to be here 
in India and forge this rela¬ 
tionship. We have always 
been keen believers in the 
development of youth foot¬ 
ball and are hoping we can 
guide and find a way to deve¬ 
lop youth football in India. At 
the same time, we also want 
to use this opportunity to 
win more Black and Yellow 
hearts and build the BVB 
brand further in India. 

“The objective is to see 
how we can further train 
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Looking ahead: Benjamin GaLant, Dortmund's UEFA B coach, 
Max-Jannis Foerster, dub representative, Dortmund's Asia- 
Pacific MD Suresh Letchmanan, Varun Tripuraneni and Varun 
Achreja, co-founders Worldl Sports, and Vikram Rajkumar, 
COO Worldl Sports, at the launch, -special arrangement 


kids and coaches in India in 
the BVB way, without any 
short-cuts. We hope we can 
eventually find players that 
could live their dreams to 
play in the local league here 
in India. That’s the first step 
and hopefully then take the 
bigger step of playing in Asia 
and in Europe in the possible 


future,” he added. 

Tie up? 

On the possibility of a tie up 
with a club in India, Letch¬ 
manan said: “If there is such 
an opportunity, why not? But 
I think we have to take baby 
steps first. This is not a com¬ 
mercial deal. It’s about find¬ 


ing the best talent and help¬ 
ing them participate at the 
highest platform in Europe.” 

In partnership with Eight 
Goals One Foundation 
(8one), W1 Sports has been 
running a grassroots initia¬ 
tive, the Young Legends’ 
League (YLL) in Manipur and 
Mizoram over the last two 
and three years respectively. 
The programme targets chil¬ 
dren between the age of five 
and 12 across and enrols 
them in five months of week¬ 
ly matches. 

Seven players from the 
project have been awarded 
100% scholarships in top re¬ 
sidential football academies 
across India, including ISL 
champion Bengaluru FC. 

In Tamil Nadu, Worldl 
Sports has tied up with Ve- 
lammal institutions and 
through its 46 schools aims 
to reach over 1,50,000 stu¬ 
dents. The Dortmund offi¬ 
cials will visit the school on 
Wednesday to conduct a ses¬ 
sion. 


Will rising star Felix upstage Ronaldo? 

Guardiola chases Champions League vindication 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 
MADRID 

Young gun Joao Felix will lead 
the charge on Wednesday as 
his Atletico Madrid seeks re¬ 
venge on Juventus and its old 
enemy Cristiano Ronaldo in a 
potentially fiery Champions 
League opener. 

Felix, touted as heir to Ro¬ 
naldo’s throne, will make his 
debut in Europe’s top compe¬ 
tition when the Portuguese 
pair meet at the Wanda Me- 
tropolitano, with the La Liga 
outfit keen to shoot down the 
five-time Ballon d’Or winner. 

Juventus dumped Atletico 
out of the competition last 
year as Ronaldo scored a hat- 
trick that overturned a 2-0 
first-leg deficit. 

Now Felix is charged with 
bringing the old master down 
a peg or two. 

The 19-year-old has been 
hailed as the new ‘CR7’ after 
his breakout season at Benfi- 
ca last year, scoring 20 times 
as the two-time European 
champion won the Primeira 
Liga and reached the Europa 
League quarterfinals. 

Too early 

The noise surrounding Felix 
was amplified after a sublime 
pre-season but a poor display 
in Saturday’s 2-0 La Liga loss 
at Real Sociedad showed that 
despite the obvious promise, 
it is still too early to speak of 
Felix and Ronaldo in the 
same breath. 

Ronaldo, meanwhile, is in 


UEFA Champions League 2019-20 


MATCHDAY1:SEP 18 


Club Brugge BEL 
Galatasaray tur 
PSG FRA 
Real Madrid ESP 


Olympiacos GRE 
Tottenham ENG 
Bayern GER 
Red Star SRB 


Din. Zagreb CRO 
Atalanta ita 
Shakhtar UKR 
Man City ENG 


Leverkusen GER 
Lokomotiv RUS 
Atletico ESP 
Juventus RUS 


Head-to-head C3 |»] Q 
_ Form 2018-19 

ODD PSG Last 16 

Real Last 16 

Brugge Group 
Galatasaray Group 

Bayern Last 16 

Tottenham Final 
Olympiacos 
Red Star 





ODD 


Juventus 
Atletico 
Leverkusen 
Lokomotiv Group h 



Eden Hazard 

Belgian forward completed protracted 
‘dream” transfer to Real Madrid in June 


MONEY LEAGUE: Top five leagues in Europe spent combined 

record total of €5.6bn in summer transfer window - teams from English 

Premier League (€1.58bn) and Spanish La Liga (€1.39bn) spending most 

Summer 2019: Most expensive transfers Pictures: Getty images 


Inter escapes 
with draw 


REUT ERS 

MILAN 


An injury time strike 
from Nicolo Barella 
helped Inter Milan 
escape with a draw 
after going behind to 
Slavia Prague in their 
Champions League 
Group F opener at 
home on Tuesday. 

The results: Olympique 
Lyonnais 1 (Depay 51- 
pen) drew with Zenit 1 
(Azmoun 41); Inter Milan 
1 (Barella 90+2) drew 
with Slavia Prague 1 
(Olayinka 63). 


Felix 

Benfica 

to Atletico 

€126.0m 

Griezmann 

Atletico 

Barcelona 

€120.0m A 

Hazard 

Chelsea 

Real =€100.0m jfl 

Maguire* 

Leicester 

Man Utd 

€87.0m 1 

de Ligt 

Ajax 

Juventus 

€85.5m 1 

Hernandez 

Atletico 

Bayern 

€80.0m 



Sources: UEFA, Gracenote, Transfermarkt 


*Not in Champions League 
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a rich vein of form, with six 
goals in five matches this sea¬ 
son for club and country, as 
he hunts a sixth Champions 
League title and aims to ex¬ 
tend his record total of 126 
goals in the competition. 

After a series of painful 
Champions League failures, 
Pep Guardiola is on a mission 
to seal his Manchester City le- 


Tough test awaits Indian 
colts at junior Worlds 


BADMINTON 


SPOR TS REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

In 2018, Lakshya Sen earned 
India a bronze in the boys’ 
singles at the BWF World ju¬ 
nior badminton champion¬ 
ships. This time around, em¬ 
ulating that performance 
seems a tough task for the 
23-member squad that will 
travel to Kazan, Russia later 
this month. 

“This is a whole new 
team,” said junior National 
Coach Sanjay Mishra, who 
put his wards through the 
paces at the Karnataka Bad¬ 
minton Academy courts on 
Tuesday. “Most are under-17 
and will be at the Worlds for 
the first time. It’s a big-name 
tournament and comes with 
huge pressure. Last time in 
the team championship we 
played the quarters. If we 
repeat it this time, it will be 
big achievement.” 

With the likes of Lakshya 
and Aalcarshi Kashyap - 
both aged 18 - choosing to 
concentrate on their senior 
careers, it will be up to Ma¬ 
nipur’s Maisnam Meiraba 
(2018 Asian Championships 
u-17 singles bronze medal¬ 
list), Tamil Nadu’s Satish Ku¬ 
mar and Gujarat’s Tasnim 
Mir to lead the charge. But 



Sanjay Mishra. ■ n. sudarshan 

their inexperience on the 
world stage can prove a 
hurdle. 

“We have some very good 
individual players who can 
beat anybody on their day,” 
Mishra said. “Meiraba has 
played at international 
meets and won medals in 
Russia and Bulgaria. Tasnim 
is only 15 but is playing very 
well. She won the mixed 
doubles gold in Dubai re¬ 
cently. But the Worlds is 
about pressure. It’s a big- 
name tournament.” 

“The draw matters a lot. 
Our players can upset top 
seeds. But winning the 
whole tournament is a diffe¬ 
rent matter. In the team 
meetings we aren’t even 
talking about a medal. We 
are just asking them to give 
100 %.” 


Rap on the knuckles not good enough - Pant owes it to himself 


Three elements go into the making of an international sportsman — talent, practice and luck 



w 


BETWEEN WICKETS 


SURESH MENON 

T alent is either the most under¬ 
rated quality in a player or the 
most overrated depending on 
which school of thought appeals to 
you. The Ericsson-Gladwell-Syed- 
Golvin school believes (and I am 
simplifying here) that practice is 
the more important; traditionalists 
took the primacy of talent so much 
for granted that they didn’t bother 
to write books about it. 

Anders Ericsson is a psychologist 
and professor at the Florida State 
University who spoke of “deliberate 
practice”, a concept which Mal¬ 
colm Gladwell misinterpreted 
while writing about his “ten thou¬ 
sand hours” that led to top level 
success. Matthew Syed, English ta¬ 
ble tennis international and jour¬ 
nalist, preferred the term “pur¬ 
poseful practice” while Geoff 


Glovin unambiguously named his 
book Talent is Overrated. 

Three elements go into the mak¬ 
ing of an international sportsman, 
and you need all of them, even if 
the proportions differ. Talent, prac¬ 
tice and luck. Talented players who 
don’t work hard are no different 
from the untalented who practice 
till the cows come home but can’t 
get anywhere. 

Next big thing 

Every generation produces players 
who promise to become “the next 
big thing” but either fade out or 
cede the ground. A good example is 
Tamil Nadu’s Rangachari Madha- 
van. In the mid-80s he was seen as 
the coming man. Many chose him 
as one of the players of the follow¬ 
ing decade. 

Playing for India Under-25 
against the Englishmen, he made a 
century and the visitors were bea¬ 
ten by an innings. 

The other centurion in the 
match, Mohammad Azharuddin, 
went on to play 99 Tests and lead 
India in three World Cups. 

Nine of that team played for the 
country. Madhavan was left-hand¬ 


ed, elegant, and could bowl too, 
but fell short in one of the three 
areas, certainly not in talent. Per¬ 
haps it was luck. 

Kapil Dev, who had made his de¬ 
but a few years earlier, spoke highly 
of his friend Yograj Singh with 
whom he was expected to share the 
new ball for a generation. It didn’t 
happen, Yograj finishing with just 
one Test. 

Kapil Dev often said that Yograj 
was the more talented bowler, but 
he lacked the work ethic. To para¬ 
phrase the golfing great Jack Niclc- 
laus, “it is a lack of being able to re¬ 
peat good plays consistently that 
frustrates most players. And the on¬ 
ly answer to that is practice.” 

So where is Rishabh Pant going 
wrong? He is talented. He has the 
wicketkeeper’s job. He is still a few 
days from his 22nd birthday. He has 
Test match centuries in England 
and Australia, yet his white ball 
cricket, at which he was expected 
to be a natural, is disappointing. 

His coach Ravi Shastri has pro¬ 
mised that the next time he shows 
poor judgement in choosing the 
ball to hit, or the stroke to play, he 
will get a “rap on the knuckles.” 


This is too mild. There is nothing 
worse in sport than wasted talent. 
Shastri himself is more aware of 
this than most. He played 80 Tests, 
going from a promising left arm 
spinner on his debut to a gutsy 
opener with centuries against the 
fastest bowlers of his time. He 
didn’t throw anything away. 

The three elements we spoke of 
earlier can be subdivided further. 
Talent also includes the ability to 
judge, to adjust, to be match-aware, 
to know what not to do; hard work 
can also be about practising res¬ 
traint. 

Luck is already on Pant’s side. He 
is not the best wicketkeeper in the 
country, but force of circumstances 
catapulted him to where he is. He 
cannot afford to throw it all away. 

Surrender 

I once asked Bishan Bedi why he of 
all the left arm spinners of his time, 
many of international class, held 
down an India spot for so long. His 
spontaneous response was, “I was 
lucky”. That is gratitude. Then he 
said, “I surrendered myself to my 
craft.” It is a beautiful thought; Pant 
must surrender himself to his craft. 


He can also learn from his own 
captain. A decade ago, Virat Kohli 
was seen as “the next best thing” 
who was on the verge of throwing it 
all away. Today he is the most fo¬ 
cused of players, the finest all 
round batsman in the world. Talent 
existed. Practice honed it. And in¬ 
creasingly, the role of luck was 
reduced. 

There is too the example of 
Pant’s fast-bowling team-mates. I 
think one reason why India has 
such a fine crop is not just that they 
have produced more bowlers, but 
less talent has been wasted com¬ 
pared to earlier times. 

At any given time, only 15 or 18 
players have the ability, the form 
and the potential to be in the na¬ 
tional squad. This, from a pool of 
around 700 or so first class cricke¬ 
ters available. A generation of mid¬ 
dle order batsmen missed out in 
the Sachin Tendulkar era. Likewise 
spinners in the Bedi era. Sport is 
like that. 

The odds are not always in fa¬ 
vour of the talented. The harder I 
work, the luckier I get, said the gol¬ 
fer Arnold Palmer. Pant can learn 
from that. 


gacy by finally getting his 
hands on the trophy again. 

City starts its latest bid to 
win the club’s first European 
cup with a trip to Shakhtar 
Donetsk in the Group C open¬ 
er on Wednesday. 

The long flight to the Uk¬ 
raine will give Guardiola 
plenty of time to ponder his 
curious streak of Champions 


League flops in recent years. 

In fact, Europe’s elite club 
competition has been a cruel 
mistress for Guardiola for 
most of the last decade, with 
a series of frustrating exits 
during his spells in charge of 
Barcelona, Bayern Munich 
and City. 

Guardiola first won the 
Champions League as a man¬ 
ager in 2009 with Barcelona. 

But he has failed to reach 
the semifinals in any of his 
three seasons as City boss, ex¬ 
tending his long wait to win 
the tournament for the third 
time - his second triumph 
coming with Barca in 2011. 


Neymar’s Champions 
League suspension cut 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LAUSANNE 

Neymar’s Champions 
League ban for insulting 
match officials on social me¬ 
dia has been reduced from 
three games to two following 


an appeal, the Court of Arbi¬ 
tration for Sport (CAS) ruled 
on Tuesday. He will miss the 
fixtures against Real Madrid 
on Wednesday and Galatasa¬ 
ray due to the original ban 
from UEFA. 


Winning the trophy is the 
team’s goal: Dharmaraj 

‘Our side is full of youngsters and 
managing them is my role’ 


NAND AKUMAR MARAR 

PUNE 

Dharmaraj Cheralathan, 44, 
is focussed on enjoying the 
present in PKL season se¬ 
ven. 

“I work on my fitness and 
control, otherwise lasting 
seven seasons in the league 
is not easy. Fitness also 
helps in avoiding injury. I 
am not even thinking about 
what the future holds for me 
after six seasons. Winning 
the trophy is the team’s goal 
and as the captain, my em¬ 
phasis is to work towards 
getting there.” 

The South Central Rail¬ 
way (SCR, Secunderabad) 
defender is leading Haryana 
Steelers this time, his first 
season with the franchise 
and overall his sixth side 
since 2014, when the league 
was launched. 

The defensive ace, an an¬ 
kle hold specialist and India 
international, made his 
league entry in 2014 with 
Bengaluru Bulls, remained 
for the next year before 
shifting to Patna Pirates, Te- 
lugu Titans (2016), Puneri 
Paltan (2017) and U Mumba 
(2018). 

“Shifting teams hap¬ 
pened because manage¬ 
ments were not sure if a se¬ 
nior would last a full season. 
Youthful players were pre¬ 
ferred by coaches who felt a 


side could be built around 
them.” 

The Steelers paid ?38.5 
lakh to sign him at the 
player auction, put him in 
charge for a gruelling 2019 
season spread over three 
months. 

Rakesh Kumar, the chief 
coach, was his teammate in 
the India squad at one time. 

“The coach understands 
the game, knows what value 
each player can bring to the 
team. 

“In other teams, the 
coach puts equal load on ex¬ 
perienced hands and young¬ 
sters. Here at Steelers, the 
coach knows when to put 
load on players and when a 
break will be more 
effective.” 

The team is placed third 
and within sight of a place in 
the play-off. 

“We made mistakes in the 
early games, then change of 
positions, making adjust¬ 
ments and coach planning 
made the difference.” 

Explaining the role as 
team leader in Steelers, he 
said: “I am the only senior. 
Our side is full of youngsters 
and managing them is my 
role. Youngsters can make 
mistakes. Calming them un¬ 
der pressure, playing each 
one according to individual 
ability is what I try to do.” 
Wednesday's matches: U 
Mumba vs UP Yoddha; Puneri 
Paltan vs Tamil Thalaivas. 


Team 

n 

W 

L 

El 

Pts 

Dabang Delhi 

16 

13 

2 

1 

69 

Bengal Warriors 

16 

9 

4 

3 

58 

Haryana Steelers 

15 

10 

4 

1 

54 

Bengaluru Bulls 

16 

9 

7 

0 

49 

UP Yoddha 

15 

8 

5 

2 

47 

U Mumba 

15 

7 

7 

1 

43 

Jaipur Pink Panthers 

16 

7 

8 

1 

43 

Patna Pirates 

16 

6 

10 

0 

35 

Gujarat Fortunegiants 

16 

5 

10 

1 

35 

Puneri Paltan 

16 

5 

9 

2 

34 

Telugu Titans 

15 

4 

9 

2 

30 

Tamil Thalaivas 

16 

3 

11 

2 

27 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2019 


TV PICKS 


World wrestling: Sony Ten 3 
(SD& HD), 4.30 p.m. 
Tri-nation series: 

Bangladesh v Zimbabwe, SS 
Select 2 (SD& HD), 6 p.m. 
India v South Africa: 2nd 
T20I, Star Sports 1, 2 &SS Se¬ 
lect 1 (SD & DH), 7 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 3, 7.30 p.m. 
UEFA Champions League: 
Sony ESPN (SD& HD), 10.30 
p.m. 


IN BRIEF 


10-man West Ham holds 
Aston Villa goalless 

BIRMINGHAM 

Ten-man West Ham held on 
for a 0-0 draw at Aston Villa 
in the Premier League on 
Monday after Arthur 
Masuaku was sent off midway 
through the second half. 
Masuaku was given a second 
booking for tripping Villa 
substitute Ahmed 
Elmohamady in the 67th 
minute. The game ebbed 
back and forth in the final 
minutes as West Ham 
threatened on a couple of 
quick counter-attacks but 
failed to create a clear-cut 
scoring chance. 

The results: Premier League: 
Aston Villa 0 drew with West 
Ham 0. 

Serie A: Torino 1 (Belotti 
58-pen) lost to Lecce 2 
(Farias 35, Mancosu 73). ap 

Tamil Nadu in 
quarterfinals 

PASIGHAT (ARUNACHAL PRADESH) 

Tamil Nadu entered the 
quarterfinals with a 2-0 win 
over Goa in the Senior 
National women’s football 
championship here on 
Tuesday. A. Karthika and R. 
Pandiselvi were the scorers. 
Tamil Nadu will play Madhya 
Pradesh on Sept. 20. 

India loses to Australia 

TEHRAN 

India lost to Australia 29-27, 
26-24, 25-21 in the 
classification (9-16) matches 
of the Asian senior men's 
volleyball championship here 
on Tuesday. 

Hari,Vidit 
bow out 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

KHANTY MANSIYSK (RUSSIA) 

The Indian challenge in the 
World Cup chess cham¬ 
pionship ended after P. Ha- 
ri Krishna and Vidit Guj- 
rathi were knocked out in 
the third round here. 

Having lost the first 
game of the third round on 
Monday, the two playing 
with white pieces, faced a 
must-win situation on 
Tuesday. 

A desperate Hari 
stretched his luck too far in 
an equal position to lose to 
Russian rival Kirill Alek¬ 
seenko in 52 moves, while 
Vidit drew with USA’s Wes¬ 
ley So in 45 moves. 

The results (involving In¬ 
dians): Round 3, Game 2: P. 
Hari Krishna (2746) (0) lost to 
Kirill Alekseenko (Rus, 2671) 
(2); Vidit Gujrathi (2718) (0.5) 
drew with Wesley So (USA, 
2767) (1.5). 


Vinesh’s title hopes go up in smoke 

Loses to World champion Mukaida but makes it to the repechage round 



WORLD WRESTLING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NUR-SULTAN (KAZAKHSTAN) 

Indian wrestler Vinesh Pho- 
gat was on Tuesday pushed 
out of the title race by reign¬ 
ing champion Mayu Mukaida 
of Japan at the World Cham¬ 
pionship here. 

It was a second consecu¬ 
tive defeat for Vinesh against 
the Japanese this season after 
losing to the two-time World 
champion at the Asian Cham¬ 
pionship in China. 

Vinesh has Common¬ 
wealth Games and Asian 
Games titles to her name but 
is yet to win a medal at the 
Worlds. 

However, with Mukaida 
managing to reach the final, 
Vinesh was presented with 
yet another shot at a medal 
as she will now take on form¬ 
er World Championships 
bronze medallist Yuliya Khal- 
vadzhy of Ukraine. 

Tough bouts ahead 

A win over her, as well as a 
win over last year’s runner- 
up Sarah Hildebrandt, will 
put Vinesh in the bronze me¬ 
dal bout versus Greece’s two- 
time World Championships 
medallist Maria Prevolaraki 


and also fetch her a highly- 
coveted Tokyo Olympics 
qualification. 

In another Olympic cate¬ 
gory, Seema Bisla (50kg) lost 
her pre-quarterfinal 2-9 to 
three-time Olympic medallist 
Mariya Stadnik. But with the 
latter progressing into the 
summit clash, Seema got 
another golden chance at a 
medal and a 2020 Olympic 


berth. 

For Seema to take the 
bronze, she needs to first 
overcome Nigeria’s Miesinnei 
Mercy Genesis, then gets the 
better of Yasar Dogu silver 
medallist Ekaterina Polesh- 
chuk before she can enter the 
bronze medal contest with 
China’s Rio Olympic bronze 
medallist Sun Yanan. 

In non-Olympic catego¬ 


ries, Komal Gole was too de¬ 
fensive against Turkey’s 
Beste Altug and lost her 72kg 
Qualification bout 1-4, while 
Lalita was outplayed 3-10 by 
Mongolia’s Bolortuya Bat 
Ochir in 55kg. 

Lalitam, Komal out 

Both Lalita and Komal are 
now out of the championship 
since Bolortuya and Altug la¬ 


ter lost their respective 
quarterfinals. 

Placed in an extremely 
tough 53kg bracket, Vinesh 
made a dominating start by 
outclassing Rio Olympic 
bronze medallist Sofia Matts- 
son, winning 13-0 in her 
opening round. 

However, in the much-an¬ 
ticipated clash against World 
No. 2 Mukaida, Vinesh could 
not be her usual attacking 
self and lost 0-7. 

The first 60-70 seconds re¬ 
mained without scores as 
they measured each other. 
Vinesh lost a point on passiv¬ 
ity and from there on, the Ja¬ 
panese began to dominate. 

A quick take-down, fol¬ 
lowed by an expose and 
another take-down gave the 
Japanese a commanding 7-0 
lead. Vinesh needed to attack 
but Mukaida’s defence was 
like an immovable rock. The 
Indian made two double-leg 
attacks and also got hold of 
Mukaida’s left leg but could 
not convert those moves into 
points. 

India’s campaign in the 
Greco-Roman style folded af¬ 
ter Naveen lost his 130kg re¬ 
pechage round by technical 
superiority to Estonia’s Heilci 
Nabi. 


Pant and Dhawan 
likely for Delhi 


Satwik-Ashwini pair 
posts stunning win 


Defeats the World No. 7 duo of Jordan and Oktavianti 



Gritty show: Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Ashwini Ponnappa 
recovered from a mid-game slump to advance to the second 
round, ■filephoto 


VIJAY HAZARE 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi cricket got a shot in 
the arm ahead of the up¬ 
coming Vijay Hazare Tropy 
after three top India players 
made themselves available 
for the competition on 
Tuesday. 

The three - Rishabh 
Pant, Shikhar Dhawan and 
Navdeep Saini -are current¬ 
ly part of the Indian side for 
the three-match T20 series 
against South Africa, the 
first of which was washed 
out in Dharamsala and the 
third is to be played in Ben¬ 
galuru on Sunday. 

Trial match 

The DDCA on Tuesday also 
held a trial match for select¬ 
ing the squad for the tourna¬ 
ment under the watchful 
eyes of chief selector Atul 
Wassan and coach K.P. 
Bhaskar. 

The final squad is likely to 
be named on Wednesday. 

“It is really heartening to 
see that Rishabh, Shikhar 
and Navdeep have opted to 
play for Delhi at first the 
available opportunity. Virat 
and Ishant also want to help 
Delhi cricket and I am sure 
they will also take the field 
whenever possible. 

“It was a promise they 


■ The duo, along with Saini, 
has opted to play for the 
team at first the available 
opportunity 


made to all Delhi cricket 
fans at the Annual Awards 
recently. It shows that DDCA 
and the players are on the 
same page to take Delhi 
cricket to greater heights 
and win titles,” DDCA presi¬ 
dent Rajat Sharma said. 

Interestingly, none of the 
three figured in the initial 
list of 33 probables named 
by the DDCA on Saturday. 

While Pant and Saini 
were with the Indian side in 
West Indies, Dhawan had 
been named in the India-A 
side for the last two one-day 
games against South Afri- 
ca-A but did not play. 

All three, however, are 
likely to be available only for 
a few games and unlikely for 
the entire tournament given 
that Pant has also been 
named in the Test side for 
the series against South 
Africa. 

The Vijay Hazare Trophy 
will run from September 24 
to Oct. 25 with Delhi playing 
its last league match against 
Himachal on Oct. 13 - which 
will coincide with the first 
two Tests (Oct. 2-6 and 10- 
14). 


CHINA OPEN 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANGZHOU 

India’s mixed doubles pair 
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Ashwini Ponnappa 
stunned Indonesia’s World 
No. 7 duo of Praveen Jordan 
and Melati Daeva Oktavianti 
in the opening round of the 
China Open badminton tour¬ 
nament here on Tuesday. 

Rankireddy then paired 
with Chirag Shetty to beat 
the Canadian duo of Jason 
Anthony Ho-Shue and Nyl 
Yakura 21-7, 21-18 in a 30-mi¬ 
nute match to enter the 
men’s doubles second 
round. The Indian pair now 
faces the fourth-seeded Ja¬ 
panese duo of Takeshi Kam- 
ura and Keigo Sonoda. 

Recovery 

World No. 26 Satwik and 
Ashwini showed their grit as 
they recovered from a mid¬ 
game slump to outwit the 
sixth-seeded Indonesian 
pair 22-20,17-21,21-17 in a 50- 
minute match to enter the 
second round of the 
$1,000,000 World Tour Sup¬ 
er 1000 tournament. 

Jordan and Melati have so 
far reached five finals, in¬ 
cluding the 2018 India Open, 


but they wilted under the re¬ 
lentless pressure created by 
the Indian pair. 

The Indian pair had fallen 
back 4-7 early on but it 
reeled off five straight points 
to turn the tables and then 
held a slender 11-10 advan¬ 
tage at the break. 

Jordon and Melati, howev¬ 
er, built up a huge lead of 18- 
12 after the interval but the 
Indian duo slowly erased the 
deficit and caught up at 20- 
20 and then sealed the open¬ 
ing game. 

In the second game, the 
Indonesian pair moved 
ahead from 4-4 to enter the 
breather with a 11-8 cushion. 


Jordon and Melati continued 
to march ahead to eventual¬ 
ly roar back into the contest. 

In the decider, Satwik and 
Ashwin changed their tactics 
and jumped to a 4-2 lead in¬ 
itially. The Indian duo kept 
things under control, enter¬ 
ing the break with a 11-6 
lead. 

The result (first round): 

Doubles: Mixed: Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy & Ashwini Ponnap¬ 
pa bt Praveen Jordan and Mela¬ 
ti Daeva Oktavianti 22-20, 17- 
21,21-17. 

Men: Satwiksairaj & Chirag 
Shetty bt Jason Anthony Ho- 
Shue & Nyl Yakura 21-7,21-18. 



India mein South Afrikhana! 


m Utterly Butterly Yellow! 


Shri Nivetha on the mark 


SHOOTING 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 
NEW DELHI 

Shri Nivetha did her confi¬ 
dence some good by clinch¬ 
ing the top position in wo¬ 
men’s air pistol final in the 
seventh National shooting 
selection trials which con¬ 
cluded at the Dr. Kami 
Singh Range, here on 
Tuesday. 

On a day when World 
Cup gold medallist Yashas- 
wini Singh Deswal shot the 
best qualification score of 
583 and consolidated her 
position in the national 
team, and Esha Singh over¬ 
took the junior world record 
(243.3) in the final, Shri Ni¬ 
vetha did not help her cause 
with a score of 576 in the 
qualification phase. 

This was in contrast to 
the 582 that Nivetha had 
shot the previous day, that 
saw her top the qualification 
chart, but finish second best 
to Ruchita Vinerkar in the 
final. 

Olympian Annu Raj Singh 
shot 580 in qualification to 


consolidate her place in the 
national squad. 

Esha who had swept all 
the three gold medals in the 
women’s, junior and youth 
sections in the last National 
championship in Thiruva- 
nanthapuram as a preco¬ 
cious 13-year-old, slipped to 
the sixth place in the wo¬ 
men’s event, before assert¬ 
ing her class with 244.0, for 
the junior honour. 

In the men’s 25-metre 
centre fire pistol, Yogesh 
Singh topped the list with 
585, one point ahead of 
Adarsh Singh. 

The results: 

Men: 25m centre fire pistol: 1. 

Yogesh Singh 585; 2. Adarsh 
Singh 584; 3. Anhad Jawanda 
582. 

Women: 10m air pistol: 1. P. 

Shri Nivetha 239.7 (576); 2. 
Harshada Nithave 237.5 (574); 
3. Anoushka Bhardwaj 218.4 
(571). 

Juniors: 1. Esha Singh 244.0 
(574); 2. Yuvika Tomar 240.2 

(570) ; 3. Sharia Devi 217.6 

(571) . 

Youth: 1. Shikha Narwal 241.8 
(570); 2. Aadhya Tayal 239.5 
(569); 3. Esha Singh 216.3 
(574). 


Anirudh on top in Trap 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

BHOPAL 

Former National champion 
Anirudh Singh defeated 
Asian Games silver medal¬ 
list Lakshay Sheoran 46-45 
in the men’s trap final in the 
sixth Shotgun selection 
trials here recently. 

With the top shooters 
having opted out of the 
trials, as they had already 
consolidated their position 
in the national squad, it was 
a chance for the rest to shar¬ 
pen their ability to negotiate 
the final. 

Manavaditya Singh Rath- 
ore, Kynan Chenai and 
Prithviraj Tondaiman stayed 
at the top three in the na¬ 
tional averages that would 
be considered for finalising 
the team for the Asian 
Championship to be held in 
Doha in November. 

The Asian Championship 
will offer the final set of 


Olympic quota places for 
Tokyo 2020. 

The results: 

Men: Trap: 1. Anirudh Singh 46 
(120); 2. Lakshay Sheoran 45 
(118); 3. Adhiraj Singh Rathore 
34 (115). Juniors: 1. Vivaan Ka¬ 
poor 47 (117); 2. Shardul Vihan 
46 (117); 3. Manavaditya Singh 
Rathore 32 (108). 

Skeet: 1. Mohd. Sheeraz Sheikh 
56 (120); 2. Kuldeep Sanyashi 
55 (111); 3. Mairaj Ahmad Khan 
46 (121). Juniors: 1. Abhay 
Singh Sekhon 51 (108); 2. Arjun 
Thakur 49 (111); 3. Bhavtegh 
Singh Gill 40 (107). 

Women: Trap: 1. Rajeshwari 
Kumari 41 (112); 2. Shreyasi 
Singh 39 (116); 3. Kirti Gupta 31 
(113). Juniors: 1. Aadya Tripathi 
42 (1040; 2. Kirti Gupta 40 
(113); 3. Varda Sharma 32 
( 100 ). 

Skeet: 1. Ganemat Sekhon 53 
(2) 120; 2. Areeba Khan 53(1) 
112; 3. Darshna Rathore 43 
(116). Juniors: 1. Areeba Khan 
53 (112); 2. Darshna Rathore 51 
(116); 3. Karttiki Singh Shakta- 
wat41 (110). 


Manas outlasts Rushil 


India gets Champions 
Division berth 


Hopewell Elias dethrones BKSP 

Sangti Janai nets the only goal for the Meghalaya team 


TABLE TENNIS 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

YOGYAKARTA (INDONESIA) 

The Indian men’s table ten¬ 
nis team reserved its Cham¬ 
pions Division berth in the 
next edition despite losing 
3-1 to Japan in the quarterfi¬ 
nals of the 24th ITTF-Asian 
championships here on 
Monday. This became possi¬ 
ble when it defeated Singa¬ 
pore 3-0 on Tuesday for 5-8 
positions. 

India will take on Hong 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

LUDHIANA 

Second seed Ishaque Eqbal 
got past Lakshit Sood 6-4, 
7-5 in the pre-quarterfinals 
of the £250,000 AITA men’s 
ranking tennis tournament, 
organised by the Harvest 
Tennis Academy in Jassowal 
on Tuesday. 

The results: 

Pre-quarterfinals: Kunal 

Anand bt Mandeep Yadav 6-1, 
3-6, 6-3; Mohit Mayur bt Shub- 
ham Malhotra 6-0, 6-1. 

Dalwinder Singh bt Chandril 
Sood 6-2, 6-4; Suraj Prabodh 



Kong for fifth spot on Wed¬ 
nesday. The top six finishers 
gain direct entry in the next 
championships in 2021. 

In the first match against 
Singaore, Sathiyan defeated 
Poh Shao Feng Ethan 11-5, 
11-5, 13-11 before Sharath 
downed Pang Yew En Koen 
7-11, 13-11, 9-11, 11-9, 11-3. A. 
Amalraj made it 3-0 with a 7- 
11,11-7,15-13,11-9 victory ov¬ 
er Chua Josh Shao Han. 

Indian women finished 
ninth, defeating Malaysia 
3-0. 


bt Yuvraj Singh 6-0, 6-4; 
Shashank Theertha bt Abhish- 
ek Gaur 6-3, 6-4. 

Jatin Dahiya bt Taha Kapa- 
dia 6-2, 6-3; Lakshya Gupta bt 
Calvin Golmei 6-3,7-5; Ishaque 
Eqbal bt Lakshit Sood 6-4, 7-5. 
Doubles (quarterfinals): Mohit 
& Ishaque bt Karan Singh & Su¬ 
nil Kumar 6-3, 6-3. 

Shashank & Taha Kapadia bt 
Ankit Jaiswal & Kartik Parihar 
6-3, 6-3. 

Chandril & Lakshit Sod bt 
Kunal & Ankit Chopra 2-6, 6-4, 
[10-1]; Anurag Nenwani & Yash 
Yadav bt Ominder Baisoya & 
Shubham 6-2, 6-2. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Manas Dhamne swung the 
contest in his favour in the 
tie-break after an intense 
battle of wits against top 
seed Rushil Khosla 7-6(4), 
6-2 in the boys’ pre-quarter¬ 
finals of the Asian under-14 
grade-A junior tennis tour¬ 
nament at the DLTA Com¬ 
plex here on Tuesday. 

In energy-sapping condi¬ 
tions, the two boys fought 
hard, especially in the first 
set. After trailing 2-5, the 
left-handed Rushil fought 
back to be on par. However, 
in the eventual tie-break he 
erred after the two changed 
sides at 3-3. Manas turned 
aggressor when required, 
but showed a lot of patience 
otherwise and stayed in the 
rallies. Manas hardly 
showed any emotion during 
the tight first set, but let out 
a scream after winning it. 

The contest between the 
two had to be shifted from 
the main show court No. 1, 
as Nandini Dixit was en¬ 
gaged in a long-drawn battle 
with the top seed in the 
girls’ section - Maria Breidy 
of Lebanon. Nandini won 
6-3,2-6, 6-2. 

The results 

(pre-quarterfinals): 

Boys: Manas Dhamne bt Rushil 




Manas Dhamne. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Khosla 7-6(4), 6-2; Yuvan Nan- 
dal bt Arunava Majumder 3-6, 
7-5, 6-4; Amirali Ghavan (Iri) bt 
Samar Malhotra 6-2, 6-1; Ay- 
ushmaan Arjeria bt Parag Jain 
6-0, 6-0; Tejas Ahuja bt Artin 
Nazari (Iri) 7-6(1), 6-7(4), 6-4; 
Vitin Rathee bt Harsh Fogaat 
6-4, 6-3; Agriya Yadav bt 
Omaansh Choudhary Saharia 
6-7(3), 6-0, 6-3; Vansh Nandal 
bt Raghav Harsh 6-1, 6-2. 

Girls: Nandini Dixit bt Maria 
Breidy (Lbn) 6-3, 2-6, 6-2; Sa- 
miksha Dabas bt Maisha Rao 
6-1, 6-4; Riya Sachdeva bt 
Anannya Bhatia 6-2, 4-6, 6-4; 
Saumrita Jagatdeo Verma bt 
Raja Sarvagnya Kilaru 6-4,4-6, 
6-3; Millee Chug bt Shrawani 
Dudulkar 6-3, 6-4; Shruti Ahla- 
wat bt Sahira Singh 6-0, 6-0; 
Jeetesh Kumari bt Chandni Sri- 
nivasan 6-2, 6-2; Pari Singh bt 
Nemha Sarah Kispotta 6-1, 
6 - 0 . 



SUBROTO CUP 


ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

Sangti Janai was the hero as 
he helped Hopewel Elias 
HSS (Meghalaya) dethrone 
defending champion Bangla¬ 
desh Krida Shiksha Protish- 
than (BKSP) 1-0 in the Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee edition of the 
Subroto Cup boys’ (under-17) 
final here on Tuesday. 

The action in the initial 
phase was in the mid-field 
with both the teams looking 
to score. Meghalaya capital¬ 



ised first when Sangti 
knocked the ball into the left 
top corner of the goal in the 
32nd minute. 

Some excellent saves by 
the Meghalaya goalkeeper 
Wanteilang Malngiang en¬ 
sured the lead was intact in 
the first half. 

Meghalaya pressed hard 
on resumption and made the 
most of a tiring opposition. 

“Five of my players were 
having fever. It was really 
hard for the players,” said 
BKSP coach Hasan Al Masuc. 

The frustration was visi¬ 



ble among the Bangladesh 
players which eventually re¬ 
sulted in a rash tackle by Mo- 
jibor Rahman, reducing 
BKSP to 10 men after he was 
shown the red card. “It was a 
minor foul,” lamented 
Masuc. 

Many saves 

Bangladesh’s goalkeeper 
Shalcib Al Hasan made many 
saves to help his team avoid 
a huge defeat. 

Another red card was gi¬ 
ven to Saimun in the closing 
stages of the match. 



“It’s a big win for our 
state. In the past we did not 
go beyond the semifinal, but 
this time we are the cham¬ 
pions. I think this is a huge 
win for us to prepare for the 
Santosh Trophy,” said Megh¬ 
alaya’s coach Bobby L. 
Nongbet. 

Sangit, the star of the day, 
said: “We are very happy to 
lift the trophy as this is the 
last year for us in the un¬ 
der-17 category. Our team 
spirit helped us win today.” 

Giving away the prizes. 
Air Chief Marshal, B.S. Dha- 
noa said, “We strongly be¬ 
lieve that sports is a critical 
factor to usher in human de¬ 
velopment and this needs no 
emphasis, as football is un¬ 
doubtedly the world’s favou¬ 
rite sport. 

“The love for it is similar 
amongst the air warriors.” 
The result (final): Hopewel 
Elias HSS (Meghalaya) 1 (Sangit 
Janai 32) bt Bangladesh Krida 
Shiksha Protishthan 0. 

Special Awards: Best goal¬ 
keeper: Wanteilang Malngiang 
(Hopewell), best player: Sangti 
Janai (Hopewell), best coach: 
Bobby L. Nongbet (Hopewell), 
best school: Hopewell, Fair 
Play Award: St. Xavier's, Goa. 



Ishaque beats Lakshit 



Taking the honours: Hopewel Elias HSS boys won the Subroto Cup under-17 football 
tournament in New Delhi on Tuesday, -sushil kumar verma 


A ND-NDE 



















































